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PREFACE 


This  collection  of  family  letters  of  the  years  1839-40 
has  been  put  into  print  for  “  private  circulation  ”  among 
the  descendants  of  the  writers  of  the  letters. 

The  originals  of  the  letters  are  written  on  what  is  known 
as  large  post,  quarto,  three  of  the  four  pages  closely  filled, 
the  fourth,  the  outside  page  when  folded,  being  reserved 
for  the  address.  Envelopes  were  not  then  in  use.  Para¬ 
graphing  is  avoided  by  the  writers  to  save  space,  a  point 
of  importance  when  the  postage  cost  I^.  to  the  sender 
and  a  like  amount  to  the  recipient.  Also  paper  was  expensive 
in  those  days.  In  the  print  a  certain  amount  of  paragraphing 
has  been  done  in  order  to  lighten  the  reading.  In  some 
cases  I  have  inserted  in  brackets  a  missing  word  which 
the  writer  of  the  letter  has  indicated  by  an  initial  only, 
e.g.  G.  for  Glasgow,  &c.  With  the  use  of  figures  for  the 
equivalent  words  I  have  not  interfered,  e.g.  4J  for  quarter 
past  four',  obviously  a  device  to  save  time  and  trouble  in 
writing. 

With  the  exception  of  the  letters  of  John  Blackie,  Senr., 
which  are  written  in  a  crabbed  hand,  the  letters  are  fairly 
legible.  Some  passages,  however,  particularly  where  the 
sealing  wax  has  broken  or  burned  the  paper,  defied  my 
best  efforts  till  Mr.  W.  H.  Bridges,  Senior  Reader  at  The 
Villafield  Press,  came  to  the  rescue  and,  with  almost  un¬ 
canny  insight,  managed  to  decipher  them.  To  him  I  owe 
and  give  warmest  thanks. 
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There  are  certain  lacunae  in  the  correspondence.  The 
series  opens  with  what  appears  to  be  the  third  letter  that 
was  written,  the  first  two  having  failed  to  arrive;  and  there 
are  gaps  here  and  there  due  to  the  disappearance  of  certain 
of  the  letters  which  were  probably  destroyed  at  the  time, 
or  later. 

The  several  writers  and  recipients  of  the  letters  are; 
John  Blackie,  Senr.  (1782-1874);  Mrs.  John  Blackie, 
Senr.  (1777-1847);  John  Blackie,  Junr.  (1805-1873); 
Walter  Graham  Blackie  (1816-1906);  Robert  Blackie 
(1820-1896). 

WALTER  W.  BLACKIE. 

March,  1932. 
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INTRODUCTION 


In  the  autumn  of  the  year  1839,  father,  Walter 
Graham  Blackie,  afterwards  known  as  Dr.  W.  G. 
Blackie,  born  in  1816  and  consequently  twenty-three 
years  of  age  in  1839,  got  leave  of  absence  from  his 
father,  John  Blackie,  Senr.,  the  senior  partner  of 
Blackie  &  Son,  publishers,  to  proceed  to  Leipzig  for 
the  purpose  of  acquiring  proficiency  in  the  German 
language.  The  letters  that  passed  between  him 
and  his  father  and  mother  and  two  brothers  during 
his  residence  in  Leipzig  have  been  preserved  and 
are  here  printed  for  the  benefit  of  the  descendants 
of  John  Blackie,  Senr.  —  his  grandchildren,  great¬ 
grandchildren,  and  great-great-grandchildren.  The 
letters  tell  their  own  story,  and  there  is  no  need  for 
me  to  provide  commentary  other  than  a  preliminary 
few  words  about  the  writers. 

First  in  order  comes  my  grandfather,  John  Blackie, 
Senr.  He  was  born  in  Glasgow  in  1782,  his  father, 
also  John  Blackie,  having  come  to  Glasgow  from 
Haddington  the  previous  year  and  set  up  in  business 
as  a  tobacco  spinner,*  a  not  very  fortunate  choice  of 
occupation  at  that  time,  when  the  Glasgow  tobacco 
industry  was  suffering  grievously  through  the  American 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  i, 
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War  of  Independence  (1776-1783).  John  Blackie  did 
not  make  much  of  it,  probably  owing  to  the  difficulties 
of  the  time,  and  in  1793  he  moved  to  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,*  leaving  his  eldest  son,  John,  now  eleven  years 
of  age,  as  apprentice  with  his  friend  Robert  Dobbie, 
master-weaver.  By  Dobbie  and  his  wife  the  youth 
was  carefully  and  well  brought  up.  On  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  apprenticeship,  he  went  to  work  with 
another  master-weaver,  John  Duncan,']'  whose  daughter, 
Catherine,  he  married  in  1804.  She  was  five  years  his 
senior.  Catherine  Duncan  is  the  “  Dear  Mother  ” 
of  the  letters. 

My  grandfather  did  not  long  continue  to  work  as 
a  journeyman  weaver.  A  year  after  his  marriage,  he 
took  a  situation  that  offered  with  Messrs.  A.  &  J. 
Brownlie,  Publishers,  Glasgow.  Four  years  thereafter 
(1809)  the  brothers  Brownlie  decided  to  retire  and 
made  arrangements  for  the  transfer  of  the  business  to 
my  grandfather,  then  twenty-seven  years  of  age.  What 
the  details  of  the  financial  arrangements  were,  there  is 
no  means  of  knowing,  but  they  must  have  been  such 
as  my  grandfather  could  accept  and  fulfil.  He  got  two 
friends,  Wm.  Somerville  and  Archibald  Fullerton,  to 
join  him  in  partnership  and  the  firm  began  as  “  W. 
Somerville,  A.  Fullerton,  and  J.  Blackie  &  Co.”  In 
course  of  time  Mr.  Somerville  retired  from  the  busi¬ 
ness  to  take  up  paper  making,  and  at  a  later  time  Mr. 


*  See  Appendix,  Note  2. 

t  John  Duncan  was  a  friend  of  his  maternal  grandfather, 
James  Burrell.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duncan  were  natives  of 
Bute,  whence  the  frequent  allusions  in  the  letters  to  friends  in 
Rothesay  and  visits  to  the  island. 
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Fullerton  moved  to  Edinburgh  and  there  carried  on 
publishing  as  A.  Fullerton  &  Co.  By  the  time  these 
letters  came  to  be  written,  1839-40,  the  firm  had 
become  Blackie  &  Son,  Publishers,*  with  my  grand¬ 
father’s  three  sons,  John  Blackie,  Junr.  (born  1805), 
Walter  Graham  Blackie  (born  1816),  and  Robert 
Blackie  (bom  1820)  in  business  with  their  father; 
John  Junr.  as  his  partner  in  the  publishing,  Walter 
Graham  his  partner  in  the  printing  department,  and 
Robert  in  control  of  the  art  department.  The  impres¬ 
sion  one  gets  from  the  letters  is  that  they  were  a 
remarkably  good  team,  all  working  harmoniously 
and  joyfully  together,  the  father  having  his  sons  well 
in  hand.  Note,  “  .  .  .  but  just  as  Father  thinks 
proper  ”  in  letter,  9th  November,  1839.  Of  John 
Blackie,  Senr.,  the  impression  left  is  of  a  man  of  clear 
insight,  broad  view,  sound  judgment,  and  generous 
disposition. 

It  is  my  good  fortune  to  remember  my  grandfather, 
though  he  was  well  up  in  years  in  my  early  boyhood. 
He  was  seventy-eight  when  I  was  born  and  was 
probably  eighty-two  or  eighty-three  when  I  first 
remember  him.  His  wife,  Catherine  Duncan,  had 
died  in  1847,  and  in  1850  my  grandfather  married  a 
widow  lady,  Mrs.  Ferguson  [nh  Margaret  Frame), 
who  was  always  our  “  Grandmamma  Blackie  ”.  The 
picture  I  have  in  my  mind,  say  from  my  fourth  or 
fifth  year,  is  of  an  elderly  gentleman  of  rather  below 

*  The  printing  department,  W.  G.  Blackie  &  Co.,  in  which  my 
father  was  the  active  partner,  though  for  a  time  a  separate  co¬ 
partnery,  was  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  branch  of  the  general 
business. 
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average  height  and  of  fresh  fair  complexion,  and 
generally  standing  with  his  back  to  the  fireplace.  He 
was  erect,  square-shouldered,  spare,  broad  for  his 
height,  with  a  beautiful  head,  and  a  queer  droop  of 
the  left  eye.  He  was  neat  and  tidy  in  dress;  in  his  hand 
a  silver  snuff-box  and  from  his  fob  a  bunch  of  seals 
dependent,  which,  being  lifted,  fetched  up  his  watch 
from  hidden  recesses.  The  watch  I  remember  par¬ 
ticularly  well,  probably  because  its  appearance  was  the 
signal  to  be  gone.  In  fact,  the  old  man  left  no  doubt 
on  that  point.  He  said  neatly  and  pointedly,  “  I’ll 
excuse  you  now  he  was  always  most  correct  and 
precise  of  speech.  Generally,  before  giving  the  signal 
to  go,  he  had  prescribed  a  psalm  to  be  memorized  for 
our  next  meeting. 

The  gathering  at  the  Grandfather’s  on  New  Year’s 
Day  was  the  great  event  of  the  year.  In  those  days 
New  Year  was  still  kept  in  Scotland,  as  it  is  not  now, 
when  it  has  been  largely  ousted  from  its  place  of 
honour  by  Christmas  Day,  a  festival  we  knew  also, 
but  only  because  it  was  the  first  day  of  the  school 
holidays,  and  because  on  Christmas  Eve  the  children 
hung  up  their  stockings  and  gave  each  other  trifling 
presents — black  sugar,  bits  of  coal  for  jest,  ordinary 
sweets,  &c.  &c.  The  grown-ups  were  out  of  it;  their 
present-giving  was  reserved  for  New  Year.  Santa 
Claus  also  was  unknown,  a  later  importation  from 
Germany,  though  we  knew  of  a  worthy  called  “  Father 
Christmas  ”,  a  functionless  sort  of  personage  of  no 
great  interest.  New  Year’s  Day  was  the  happy  day 
of  present-giving  and  friendly  visitations.  It  was 
always  bright  and  dry,  then,  on  ist  January;  I  don’t 
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know  why,  unless  it  be  that,  as  Scots  now  pay  little 
regard  to  the  day.  Providence  does  not  waste  effort 
to  provide  fine  weather.  After  breakfast  we  all  went 
to  church  at  ii  o’clock,  and  thereafter  assembled  at 
Grandfather’s  about  12.30.  It  was  a  mighty  assem¬ 
blage,  eighteen  grandchildren,  three  sets  of  parents, 
and  some  nephews  and  nieces  of  “  Grandmamma 
Blackie  ”.  The  old  gentleman  had  his  accustomed 
stance  with  back  to  fireplace,  erect  and  clear-eyed, 
and  with  seals  dangling  as  usual.  The  eighteen 
grandchildren  filed  past  according  to  age  and  family, 
and  to  each  he  gave  a  golden  sovereign  and  a  gracious 
word. 

That  was  John  Blackie,  Senr.,*  as  I  remember  him. 
He  died  in  June  1874  in  the  ninety-second  year  of  his 
age,  pre-deceased  by  his  eldest  son,  John  Blackie, 
Junr.,  who  died  a  year  earlier,  in  his  sixty- ninth  year. 
Of  John  Blackie,  Junr.,  my  chief  recollection  is  of  his 
kindly  smile  when  he  happened  to  sit  in  our  pew  in 
church  and  turned  up  the  chapter  for  me.  I  also 
remember  the  gorgeous  displays  of  fireworks  he  gave 
on  Queen’s  Birthday  at  Lilybank  House  (now  Queen 
Margaret  Hall)  when  he  was  Lord  Provost,*  1863-66. 
His  letters  show  him  to  have  been  a  good  son  and  a 
good  brother.  Withal,  he  was  a  man  of  force  and 
strong  character,  an  able  administrator,  and  of  untiring 
devotion  to  duty.  Also  he  was  a  great  lover  of  what 
in  those  days  was  called  Belles  Lettres. 

My  father,  Walter  Graham  Blackie  (Ph.D.  of  Jena 
and  LL.D.  of  Glasgow),  was  the  second  of  the  three 
sons  of  John  Blackie,  Senr.  His  letters  from  Leipzig, 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  3. 

6 


LEIPZIG  LETTERS 


the  connecting  link  in  the  correspondence,  show  him 
to  have  been  of  scholarly  bent.  His  studies  in  Glasgow 
University  were  completed  about  the  year  1836,  and 
in  1837  the  management  of  the  printing  department, 
W.  G.  Blackie  &  Co.,  was  committed  to  his  care.  He 
was  fortunate  in  his  schooling.  After  some  years  at 
Buchanan  and  Connal’s  Latin  School  and  at  the  Arith¬ 
metic  and  Writing  School  of  Thomas  Rennie,  he  was 
sent  to  the  country  to  complete  his  school  education. 
The  Rev.  Alexander  Gray  of  Kincardine,  near  Doune, 
took  boys  to  live  at  the  Manse  and  be  instructed,  and 
to  his  care  my  father  was  confided.  In  later  life  he 
often  referred  to  the  happy  days  at  Kincardine  Manse. 
Other  happy  references  were  of  visits  to  Auchenweit, 
Ayrshire,  the  farm  of  Mr.  James  Allan,  an  intimate 
friend  of  his  father. 

Soon  after  his  return  from  Leipzig  my  father’s 
linguistic  capabilities  were  put  to  practical  use.  The 
editorial  arrangements  for  the  Imperial  Gazetteer  hav¬ 
ing  broken  down,  he  took  upon  himself  the  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  editorship,  in  addition  to  carrying  on  the 
superintending  of  the  printing  department  and  taking 
part  in  the  general  business.  He  soon  found  that 
works  in  most  of  the  Romance  and  Teutonic  languages 
of  Europe  had  to  be  consulted,  so  he  got  up  each 
language  as  he  happened  to  need  it.  In  this  way 
he  added  to  his  knowledge  of  German,  French,  and 
the  classical  tongues,  a  working  knowledge  of  Italian, 
Spanish,  Portuguese,  Dutch,  Danish,  and  Swedish! 
He  had  indeed  a  special  aptitude  for  languages,  and 
could  learn  a  new  language  in  about  the  time  it  would 
take  the  average  man  to  decide  how  to  begin.  Thus 
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he  taught  himself  Spanish  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks’  daily  travelling  to  summer  quarters.  He  was 
engaged  on  the  Gazetteer  for  some  ten  years,  with 
a  competent  body  of  assistants  and  of  specialist 
contributors  to  help  him. 

In  1846  my  father  married  Marion  Brodie,  daughter 
of  William  Brodie  of  Endrickbank,  Stirlingshire.  Mr. 
Brodie  was  an  intimate  friend  of  the  family.  His  town 
house  was  in  Richmond  Street,  as  was  the  house  of 
John  Blackie,  Senr.,  after  1840,  till  he  moved  in  later 
life  to  Kew  Terrace.  The  earlier  home  of  my  Blackie 
grandparents  was  in  Monteith  Row  on  the  Glasgow 
Green,  at  that  time  a  favourite  residential  place,  as 
were  Charlotte  Street,  Richmond  Street,  and  Montrose 
Street,  to  be  succeeded  by  Blythswood  Square  and 
the  West.  My  father  loved  to  tell  of  happy  early 
boyhood  in  Monteith  Row;  how  his  brother  Robert 
and  he  would  wade  across  the  Clyde  before  breakfast 
to  gather  groundsel  and  furze  for  an  aviary  they  had 
made  in  an  attic  room — the  whole  room  given  up  to 
form  the  aviary.  The  Clyde  was  moderately  clean 
then  and  the  deepening  had  not  been  completed.  The 
first  ship  to  come  up  the  river  was  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie 
in  1828.  Across  the  river  the  banks  were  green  and 
flowery — furze  bushes  and  groundsel  in  plenty. 

While  by  habit  and  inclination  my  father  was 
essentially  a  student,  learned  in  sundry  branches  of 
human  knowledge,  he  was  also  a  man  of  affairs,  and 
of  practical  business  ability.  Like  his  father,  who  was 
Deacon  of  the  Weavers  and  held  other  important 
public  offices  in  his  day,  and  like  his  brother.  Lord 
Provost  Blackie,  he  did  much  public  work  and  occupied 
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high  civic  office,  being  Lord  Dean  of  Guild  in  the 
years  1885-86.  He  was  of  a  singularly  bright  and 
buoyant  disposition;  nothing  seemed  to  worry  him 
for  long.  Always  he  was  tolerant  in  his  judgments. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  in  1839,  Robert,  the  third 
of  the  three  sons  (my  “  Uncle  Robert  ”),  was  already 
installed  as  Art  Editor  of  the  firm.  The  “  big  Bible  ” 
frequently  referred  to  in  the  letters  as  being  in  pre¬ 
paration,  is  the  Imperial  Family  Bible,  issued  a  few 
years  later,  in  1841-44,  a  wonderful  edition  of  the 
Bible,  illustrated  with  a  wealth  of  steel  engravings 
of  the  masterpieces  of  religious  art.  The  perfection 
of  the  engravings  *  is  due  to  the  keen  artistic  per¬ 
ception  and  loving  care  devoted  to  the  work  by  the 
youthful  Robert. 

From  early  boyhood  Robert  Blackie  showed  marked 
artistic  leanings,  a  bent  which  received  every  encourage¬ 
ment  from  his  father  for  its  full  development.  He  was 
sent  to  study  under  W.  L.  Leitch,  eminent  water- 
colourist,  much  thought  of  in  his  day,  and  distinguished 
as  the  instructor  in  drawing  of  the  young  Princess 
Alexandrina  who  afterwards  reigned  as  Queen  Victoria. 
Robert,  at  a  later  time,  got  leave  of  absence  to  pursue 
his  art  studies  in  the  Paris  studios,  just  as  my  father 
got  leave  for  his  Leipzig  expedition.  They  were 
fortunate  young  men  in  having  so  wise  and  indulgent 
a  father. 

Although  I  knew  “  Uncle  Robert  ”  from  my  earliest 

*  In  1888  the  late  Mr.  Alexander  Davidson  Dean,  of  Messrs. 
Gilmonr  &  Dean,  lithographers  and  art  printers,  happening  to 
look  over  these  engravings,  published  nearly  fifty  years  before, 
expressed  in  my  hearing  his  judgment  of  them  in  these  words, 
“  No  better  work  has  ever  been  or  ever  will  be  done.” — ^W.  W.  B. 

8 


INTRODUCTION 


childhood,  it  was  only  in  later  years,  after  I  had  entered 
the  business  of  Blackie  &  Son,  that  I  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  learning  and  appreciating  his  worth,  and  he 
was  a  man  of  very  great  worth.  He  could  tolerate 
nothing  that  was  not  good  in  art  or  in  workmanship, 
or  in  fact  in  anything.  He  was  always  deliberate  and 
calm,  never  fussed,  and  at  all  times  ready  to  help  his 
juniors  with  advice,  but  slow  with  reprimand. 

My  father  and  his  brother  Robert,  though  alike  in 
that  both  were  gifted  with  remarkable  memory  power, 
were  in  many  respects  the  opposites  of  each  other: 
the  one,  impetuous  and  full  of  drive,  the  other  (as 
already  stated)  calm  and  deliberate  in  all  things;  the 
one  rather  lacking  in  aesthetic  perception,  and  the 
other  devoted  chiefly  to  art  in  all  its  aspects  and  widely 
learned  in  all  that  appertains  thereto.*  They  had 
grown  up  together,  worked  together,  and,  through 
life  till  the  death  of  Robert  in  1896,  had  remained  fast 
friends,  each  strongly  appreciative  of  the  other’s 
abilities  and  each  with  the  fullest  confidence  in  the 
other. 

Of  “  My  dear  Mother  ” — Catherine  Duncan  (born 
1777,  died  1847),  of  John  Blackie,  Senr. — to 

whom  sundry  of  the  letters  are  addressed,  I  cannot 
speak  from  personal  knowledge,  she  having  died 
a  good  many  years  before  I  was  born.  My  father 
has  left  on  record  a  note  concerning  her  in  which  he 
says,  “  Her  sons  regarded  her  with  devoted  affection, 
which  tended  to  make  her  life  happy,  and  was  returned 
to  them  in  abounding  measure.”  He  also  mentions 
that  she  was  a  great  reader  and  had  a  most  retentive 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  4. 
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memory  which,  “  well  stored  with  old  ballads  and 
old  stories,  formed  a  never-failing  resource  for  securing 
the  attention  of  the  young  mind  The  sons  were 
fortunate  in  their  mother  as  in  their  father. 
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W.  G.  Blackie  to  Mrs.  John  Blackie,  Senr. 


Saturday,  ()  p.m. 

Ehrenbreitstein,  2^th  September,  1839. 

Dear  Mother, 

I  think  that  by  the  time  this  letter  reaches 
you  you  will  be  quite  busy  among  the  mattresses  and 
chairs,  carpets,  &c.  &c.,  getting  all  things  put  to  rights 
to  welcome  home  your  new  drawing-room  furniture — 
time  about  is  fair  play  so  I  have  sent  you  a  letter 
from  Prussia.  When  I  last  wrote  I  was  in  the  Union 
at  Brussels.  I  am  now  in  Das  Weise  Ross  (The  White 
Horse)  at  the  above  noted  place  across  the  Rhine 
from  Coblentz.  Accordingly  as  I  mentioned  in  my 
last  letter  we  set  out  on  Tuesday  for  Waterloo  and 
visited  the  scene  of  battle — saw  the  place  where 
Picton  was  killed — where  Wellington  stood  in  the 
centre  of  his  squares — where  Napoleon  stood — La 
Haye  Sainte — Hougomont  which  remains  to  this  day 
in  the  same  state  as  it  was  left  after  the  battle:  it  is 
indeed  very  interesting,  the  walls  of  the  Chateau 
bearing  evident  marks  of  the  musquetery  and  cannon 
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which  played  against  it.  1500  men  were  killed  at  this 
house.  We  ascended  the  Lion  mount  from  which  we 
had  a  most  beautiful  view  of  the  surrounding  country. 
On  returning  to  our  hotel,  which  is  in  the  principal 
market  in  Brussels  and  next  door  to  the  Hotel  de 
Ville,  we  found  there  were  some  amusements  for  the 
people  in  honour  of  the  revolution.  It  consisted  of  a 
long  procession,  part  of  which  was  large  figures  20 
or  30  feet  high  dressed  as  Dolls,  Judges,  Turks,  &c., 
followed  by  a  number  of  chariots  crowded  with 
pretty  little  girls  and  a  few  boys — this  part  was  very 
fine,  only  the  horses  which  drew  the  chariots  were  in 
general  miserable  hacks  and  their  furniture  such  as 
would  disgrace  a  coal  carter.  It  would  take  up  too 
much  time  at  present  to  give  a  more  full  account  of  it. 
Next  morning,  Wednesday,  at  io|  a.m.  we  started  by 
railway  for  Liege,  at  which  we  arrived  about  4  p.m., 
had  dinner  and  saw  what  was  to  be  seen,  and  started 
at  10  p.m.  by  diligence  for  Aix-la-Chapelle,  at  which 
we  arrived  at  5  a.m.,  and  after  having  our  baggage 
searched,  for  we  were  now  in  Prussia,  we  turned  into 
bed  at  the  Grossen  Rheinischen  Hof.  Thursday  fore¬ 
noon  we  visited  the  Cathedral  of  Aix  which  is  very 
fine — part  of  it  was  built  by  Charlemagne  and  his 
grave  is  in  the  centre  of  it — also  his  chair  which  was 
found  in  his  grave  and  in  which  36  kings  have  been 
crowned.  Visited  also  the  Congress  hall  in  which  the 
meeting  was  held  after  Waterloo  by  the  Allies  to  take 
into  consideration  the  evacuation  of  France  and  at 
which  were  present  the  King  of  Prussia,  the  Emperors 
of  Russia  and  Austria,  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  Lord 
Castlereagh,  &c.  &c.  About  i  p.m.  we  started  from 
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Aix  by  a  voiture  de  retour,  or  return  coach,  for  Cologne 
— we  dined  at  Bergheim  between  7  and  8  p.m.  and 
reached  Cologne  about  i  a.m.  We  were  much  slower 
than  the  diligence,  but  we  were  cheaper  and  had  a 
better  view  of  the  country,  and  we  came  out  at  times 
and  walked  and  had  a  feed  of  Prussian  brambles  which 
grew  plentifully  on  the  roadside.  All  Friday  we 
paraded  up  and  down  Cologne — visited  the  Cathedral 
and  Museum  or  Picture  Gallery  and  also  some  other 
churches — saw  the  house  in  which  Rubens  was  born 
and  in  which  Marie  di  Medici  died — both  the  same 
house.  We  bought  some  splendid  grapes  for  16 
pfennige  the  pound,  which  is  as  big  if  not  bigger  than 
ours;  there  are  120  pfennige  in  the  shilling.  This 
morning  at  7I  a.m.  we  started  for  Coblentz  and  arrived 
about  6|  p.m.  The  first  20  miles  of  the  sail  up  the 
Rhine  from  Koln  to  Bonn  is  rather  monotonous,  the 
banks  being  very  flat — there  are  however  a  number 
of  villages  on  the  banks  which  enliven  the  scene  very 
much — the  houses  are  wooden  frames,  filled  up  with 
mud  or  clay — those  of  which  the  wood  is  painted  black 
and  the  clay  whitewashed  are  very  similar  to  many  of 
the  old  houses  we  see  in  England.  I  have  seen  to-day 
the  Drachenfels,  Rolan dseck  and  Frauenwerth,  Ander- 
nach,  the  Devil’s  house,  and  am  at  Ehrenbreitstein 
(the  broad  stone  of  honour)  opposite  Coblentz.  It 
would  take  me  too  long  to  describe  these  at  present. 
I  shall  reach  Frankfurt  by  Monday,  and  Leipzig  I 
think  by  Wednesday.  I  hope  this  will  find  you  all 
well  and  that  all  goes  right  at  the  office — best  wishes 
to  Father,  John,  and  Robert.  I  bought  at  Waterloo  a 
French  bayonet  and  some  shot.  See.,  for  the  Museum 

13 


IV.  G.  Blackie 


28th  Sept.,  1839 


— to  prove  that  they  are  not  counterfeits  we  picked 
some  ourselves  from  the  field  of  battle  in  passing  over 
some  ploughed  ground. 

I  remain 

Your  affectionate  son, 

W.  G,  Blackie. 
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W.  G.  Blackie  to  John  Blackie,  Senr. 


Leipzig,  ^th  October,  1839. 

Dear  Father, 

My  last  letter  was  sent  from  the  banks  of 
the  Rhine — I  am  now  in  the  City  of  Books.  I  did  not 
say  anything  in  my  last  as  to  what  I  thought  of  the 
Rhine,  for  the  fact  is  during  all  the  first  day’s  sail 
I  was  very  much  disappointed.  As  far  up  as  Bonn 
the  Rhine  is  very  flat  and  only  rendered  interesting 
by  the  numerous  little  villages  on  its  banks.  After 
passing  Bonn  the  ground  begins  to  rise,  and  in  a 
very  short  time  we  reach  the  far-famed  Drachenfels, 
which  is  indeed  a  very  pretty  piece  of  rock,  but  does 
not  deserve  one  half  of  the  bespattering  of  praise 
which  it  has  got — in  fact  it  is  nothing  to  be  compared 
with  Dumbarton  rock.  Shortly  after  passing  the 
Drachenfels  we  come  to  Rolan dseck  Tower  and  the 
Island  of  Nonnenwerth,  a  picture  of  which  you  have 
in  the  Casquet.  This  was  perhaps  the  prettiest  part 
of  the  first  day’s  sail.  The  hills  here  are  not  very 
high  and  covered  to  the  top  with  vines.  After  passing 
various  interesting  objects,  but  nothing  as  a  whole 
very  beautiful  or  grand,  we  reached  Coblentz  not 
over  well  pleased.  Having  crossed  the  Rhine  by  the 
Bridge  of  Boats,  we,  as  I  before  mentioned,  settled 
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in  the  White  Horse  at  Ehrenbreitstein.  Bob  can  show 
you  a  picture  of  the  fortifications  of  Ehrenbreitstein 
which  will  at  present  save  a  world  of  useless  de¬ 
scription — ^suffice  to  say  that  it  is  very  strongly  situated 
and  contains  magazines  which  would  contain  provisions 
for  8000  men  for  14  years.  We  ascended  the  heights 
and  had  a  most  magnificent  view:  there  is  an  im¬ 
mense  valley  stretching  away  down  the  Rhine  as  far 
as  Andernach.  Coblentz  lay  at  our  feet — ^the  Moselle 
stretched  up  the  country  right  in  front,  and  the  Rhine 
shut  in  at  both  extremes  by  hills  to  the  right  and  left. 
Immediately  on  leaving  Coblentz  I  would  say  the 
glories  of  the  Rhine  commence,  and  here  it  merits 
all  the  praise  it  has  received.  On  reaching  the  confluence 
of  the  River  Lahn  with  the  Rhine  there  appeared  a 
most  beautiful  scene  well  worthy  the  efforts  of  either 
painter  or  poet.  To  our  left  lay  the  ruined  Church  of 
St.  John  and  the  ruins  of  the  Castle  of  Lahneck,  with 
the  picturesque  village  of  Lahnstein  a  little  farther 
back.  On  an  eminence  was  a  calvary  and  chapel,  to 
our  right  the  village  of  Cappeln  frowned  down  upon 
by  the  Castle  of  Stolzenfels,  and  on  an  intermediate 
eminence  between  the  castle  and  the  village  stood  a 
beautiful  little  church — the  distance  between  the 
village  and  castle  over  the  church  is  within  the  range 
of  a  gun  bullet.  After  passing  this  point  the  number  of 
ruined  castles  is  very  great;  at  every  turning  of  the 
river,  and  in  every  jutting  point  of  the  surrounding 
hills  ruins  of  what  may  be  called  border  keeps  are  to 
be  seen.  After  a  delightful  sail  we  landed  at  St.  Goar, 
visited  the  ruins  of  the  Castle  of  Rheinfels,  the 
Schweitzer  Thai  (or  Swiss  Valley),  and  heard  the  Echo 
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of  Lorelei — it  is  very  grand  and  a  shot  from  a  gun 
causes  a  noise  and  reverberation  like  a  clap  of  thunder. 
The  Echo,  however,  does  not  at  all  come  up  to  Paddy’s 
one  in  the  County  of  Kildare,  altho’  if  you  inquire 
“  who  is  the  Burgomaster  of  Oberwesel?”  it  will  answer 
Esel,  which  in  German  is  an  Ass. 

We  reached  Frankfurt  on  the  Main  on  Monday 
evening,  and  on  Tuesday  evening  I  started  by  Eilwagen 
for  this  place,  which  I  reached  yesterday  evening, 
after  a  ride  of  42J  hours.  We  started  9.30  p.m.  on 
Tuesday  and  reached  Leipzig  at  4  p.m.  on  Thursday. 
I  have  seen  Mr.  Smith  and  have  an  appointment  to 
meet  him  at  12  noon — I  shall  report  the  result  before 
closing.  It  is  most  likely  I  shall  go  to  Dresden.  I 
called  at  the  post  office,  but  found  no  letters.  I 
shall  make  another  trial — address  me  till  further 
directions  to  the  care  of  Mr.  B.  Hermann,  Bookseller, 
Leipzig.  I  parted  from  my  compagnons  de  voyage  at 
Frankfurt. 


10  p.m. 

I  have  been  introduced  to  Mr.  Smith’s  mother,  a 
very  pleasant  travelled  and  learned  lady.  We  had  a 
walk  together  and  saw  some  ferlies,  and  she  introduced 
me  to  a  Mrs.  Schultze,  formerly  a  Miss  Grant  from 
the  Orkneys,  and  she  was  quite  overjoyed  to  see  a 
Scotchman.  I  shall  remain  here,  I  think,  till  Tuesday, 
and  then  set  out  for  Dresden;  there  is  a  railway,  so 
that  the  ride  is  only  three  or  four  hours.  Mrs.  Smith 
and  Mrs.  Schultze  have  both  promised  me  letters  of 
introduction  to  Dresden,  through  one  of  which  I 
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expect  to  meet  the  famous  Moritz  Retsch.*  Your  letters, 
if  you  have  sent  any,  are  again  on  their  way  to  England, 
as  they  return  letters  at  the  end  of  each  month.  Write 
me  soon  as  I  am  very  anxious  to  hear  how  you  get  on 
and  also  how  the  Lexicon,'}'  &c.,  advances.  It  is  the 
Michaelmas  Fair  here  at  present,  which  makes  it  very 
interesting;  it  is  not  a  book  fair,  however.  I  intend 
to-morrow  to  visit  the  printing  establishment  of  Mr. 
Brockhaus,  the  publisher  of  the  Conversations  Lexicon 
— it  is  the  largest  in  Germany.  I  am  lodged  for  the 
present  in  the  house  of  a  printer  named  Riickman. 
The  inns  were  all  filled.  My  room,  a  very  small  one, 
20  gute  Groschen  p.  diem,  equal  to  25.  ()d.  sterling, 
but  it  won’t  last  long.  I  shall  write  again  soon.  My 
love  to  Mother,  John,  and  Bob.  Say  when  you  write 
how  Aunt  Janet  is,  &c. 


I  remain 

Your  affect,  son, 

W.  G.  Blackie. 


*  Moritz  Retzsch  (Retsch  is  a  misspelling).  The  distinguished 
Dresden  artist,  born  1779.  His  etchings  in  line  illustrating 
Goethe’s  Faust  were  published  in  1836  and  Schiller’s  Ballads 
in  1837,  so  he  would  be  at  the  height  of  his  popularity  in  1839. 

t  Lexicon.  See  Appendix,  Note  5. 
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John  Blackie,  Jiinr.^  to  W.  G.  Blackie 


Glasgow,  ^th  October,  1839. 

Dear  Walter, 

We  had  much  pleasure  in  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  to  Mother  yesterday,  date  Ehrenbreitstein  28 
ulto.,  and  were  glad  to  find  that  you  had  got  so  far  on 
your  journey  and  well.  We  were  beginning  to  get 
anxious  about  a  letter  from  you,  as  the  letter  you  refer 
to  as  written  from  Brussels  has  not  come  to  hand,  and 
is  probably  now  lost.  We  were  glad  to  find  you  had 
enjoyed  your  journey  and  had  picked  up  a  travelling 
companion,  which  would  make  it  more  agreeable  to 
you — as  yet  we  know  not  of  him — ^your  next  may 
inform  us.  We  would  have  written  before  this  but 
expected  your  letter  would  name  the  party  to  whom 
you  had  the  letter  of  introduction,  so  as  we  might 
have  addressed  to  his  care. 

Matters  are  going  on  here  much  as  usual.  Mother 
and  all  are  home,  and  the  house  is  gradually  getting 
into  sorts,  although  the  damp  is  yet  a  great  source  of 
annoyance.  The  workmen  are  getting  done  about  the 
office,  and  it  is  getting  into  some  kind  of  neat  state, 
but  we  have  been  annoyed  by  some  more  breaking  of 
the  machine,*  and  yesterday  the  arch  of  one  of  the 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  6. 
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pumps  gave  way — how  this  was  done  I  know  not, 
but  these  things  are  the  fate  of  man.  McKerrow  was 
off  unwell  for  two  days,  and  we  had  Robert  there  in 
the  interim,  and  have,  we  think,  in  consequence  effected 
an  improvement  in  the  finishing.  And  this  morning 
I  have  thought  of  turning  the  waste  steam  to  account 
in  heating  the  plates  for  the  press — but  this  is  not 
matured  yet. 

I  have  got  a  little  “  copy  ”  for  the  Bible,  and  hope 
to  have  it  partly  set  agoing  before  I  leave  for  the  south 
end  of  next  week. 

Rose  has  been  very  unwell  since  you  left,  but  is 
now  getting  better;  it  has  been  a  slow  fever  similar 
to  what  Father  had  in  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
John  Moxon  is  just  now  bedfast  in  the  same  way.  I 
go  down  to-day  to  see  him.  Maggie  Hogg  *  went  home 
on  Wednesday  and  Dr.  Johnston  went  to  Rothesay 
last  week — Andr.  Ewing  and  Miss  remain  there  for  a 
short  time  yet.  This  is  the  principal  movements  among 
our  friends  here,  other  matters  remain  stationary. 

The  Types  from  Laurent  and  Deberny  came  to 
hand  soon  after  you  left,  but  unfortunately  they  are 
cast  to  the  English  height  and  will  not  range  with 
those  we  had  before  which  are  Scotch  height — more 
of  this  after.  I  think  I  have  made  a  discovery  as  to  the 
way  the  cuts  of  La  Fontaine  are  executed,  namely, 
that  they  are  done  in  copper  etched  in  the  reverse  way 
to  ordinary  engraving  and  so  cut  out  as  to  print  with 
the  letterpress — this  accounts  for  the  great  quantity 
of  cross  hatching  in  them.  I  was  led  to  conclude  this 
was  the  case  from  being  shown  the  impression  of  a 

*  Daughter  of  James  Hogg,  the  Ettrick  Shepherd. 
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cut  of  a  Turkey  done  for  Audubon  in  this  way  by 
Best  Leloir,  who  has  done  many  of  the  Fontaine  cuts. 
A  good  deal  of  work  of  this  sort  is  done  in  Germany; 
try  and  find  out  something  about  the  price,  &c.  I 
do  think  it  will  be  desirable  that  you  should  come  by 
Paris  for  the  sake  of  information,  but  more  of  this 
also  in  course  of  our  correspondence. 

If  you  see  anything  very  good  in  the  way  of  Bible 
Prints  that  you  think  would  suit  us  for  copies  please 
to  pick  them  up,  as  they  will  be  in  good  time  for  us 
by  your  return. 

It  is  getting  near  boat  time  and  I  must  conclude. 
With  best  wishes  for  your  welfare  and  that  you  may 
enjoy  yourself, 

I  remain. 

Dear  Walter, 

Very  truly  yours, 

Jno.  Blackie,  Junr. 


Mr.  W.  G.  Blackie, 
Leipzig. 
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John  Blackie,  Senr.,  to  W.  G.  Blackie 


38  Queen  St., 

Glasgow,  i()th  October,  1839. 

Dear  Walter, 

We  wrote  you  to  Leipzig  on  the  5th  Oct. 
which  I  hope  you  will  have  received  before  this  time. 
You  would  see  from  it  we  had  not  received  your  letter 
from  Antv.'erp  or  Brussels,  nor  has  it  yet  come  to 
hand.  Business  is  getting  on  as  usual.  Still  very  busy. 
We  have  some  of  the  presses  working  over  hours,  but 
there  is  still  a  large  quantity  of  work  upon  record 
before  them.  Wages  last  Saturday,  about  £110.  One 
of  the  machines  was  stopped  all  last  week  by  one  of 
the  wheels  for  inking  had  broke.  A  new  one  had  to  be 
cast.  It  is  now  going.  I  cannot  say  much  about  the 
politics  of  Glasgow  but  a  short  time  will  bring  that  to 
light  now.  Just  now  the  parties  are  busy  advertising 
for  to  be  Councillors.  Every  exertion  is  making  to 
keep  up  the  Conservative  Case.  On  Sabbath  night 
Dr.  Duff,*  who  is  going  to  India,  preached  to  about 
3000  people  in  Albany  Church.  More  went  away 
disappointed  than  what  got  in.  Try  if  you  can  find 
out  how  protestantism  prospers  in  Leipzig  and  in  the 
country  around  and  how  Education  gets  on.  I  am 


*  See  Appendix,  Note  7. 
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hopeful  of  hearing  from  you  every  day  that  you  have 
got  comfortable  lodgings  and  in  a  good  family.  I 
hope  you  are  keeping  on  reading  your  German  Bible 
daily.  All  our  friends  here  are  quite  well.  John  Moxon 
has  had  a  fever  but  he  is  now  recovering.  Rothesay 
friends  are  all  well.  Your  Mother  has  been  but  poorly 
since  she  came  up — I  think  partly  arising  from  her 
feeling  everything  so  much  out  of  order.  We  are 
getting  on  and  I  hope  in  a  short  time  will  have  the 
lobby,  &c.,  all  to  rights. 


I  am,  dear  son. 

Your  loving  father, 

J.  Blackie. 
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John  Blackie,  Junr.,  to  W.  G.  Blackie 


iGh  October,  1839. 

Dear  Walter, 

After  Father  had  written  the  foregoing  yours 
came  to  hand  and  we  were  glad  to  find  that  you  had 
got  safe  to  Leipzig  and  had  fallen  among  friends. 
Your  next  which  we  look  for  with  anxiety  will  likely 
let  us  know  more  of  them.  In  reply  to  your  queries 
about  the  Lexicon  *  I  can  only  say  it  progresses  steadily 
— two  or  three  sheets  of  the  second  half  are  done  and 
we  are  making  every  exertion  to  push  it  forward. 
Burt  has  furnished  abundance  of  copy  for  the  Med. 
Cyclopedia  and  it  now  goes  on  steadily.  Foote  is 
finished,  as  also  Baxter,  at  case,  and  both  will  likely 
be  wrought  off  next  week,  and  we  are  just  making  a 
commencement  with  the  Bible.  The  machines  have 
been  a  sad  plague  for  two  or  three  weeks  past  from 
various  breakages — they  are  now  however  in  good 
trim,  and  I  trust  will  continue  to  work  steadily,  for 
we  are  much  in  want  of  their  aid.  19-20  F.W.  [Family 
Worship]  f  has  just  come  from  them  and  is  now  in  the 
warehouse.  All  otherwise  is  going  on  steadily  at  the 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  5. 

t  Family  Worship  (1838-1840)  was  first  issued  in  40  parts. 
“  19-20  F.W.”  signifies  Parts  19-20  of  Family  Worship.  In  the 
early  nineteenth  century  the  issue  of  expensive  books  in  monthly 
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office.  I  hoped  to  have  gone  south  beginning  of  this 
week,  but  doubt  it  will  be  end  of  it  ere  I  can  start. 
Father  would  have  gone  part  of  the  journey  with  me, 
but  Mother  has  been  so  poorly  from  another  attack  of 
gallstone  that  he  cannot  go  at  present.  She  is  now 
in  a  way  of  bettering  though  still  very  weak.  Aunt 
Janet  is  much  as  usual — tolerably  well  in  health  but 
unable  to  stir  herself.  We  have  got  half-Volume  13th  * 
published  which  has  kept  us  with  other  things  very 
busy  here.  The  new  series  is  fully  out  and  we  think 
will  increase  rather  than  diminish  the  sale  in  England 
— this  is  the  amount  of  our  business  news. 

You  would  feel  interested  in  visiting  Brockhaus’ 
establishment,  and  if  you  saw  him  and  told  him  you 
were  printer  of  his  celebrated  work  here  I  think  he 
would  feel  interested  in  you.  You  speak  of  going  to 
Dresden  but  leave  us  in  dubiety  as  to  whether  you 
are  to  locate  yourself  there — who  were  your  com- 
pagnons  de  voyage  to  Frankfurt?  Can  you  pick  up  any 
information  as  to  religious  matters  or  education  or 
anything  of  the  sort  that  would  make  an  article  for 
the  Instructor — you  might  communicate  these  matters 
in  the  form  of  letters  from  Germany — or  could  you 
not  get  up  some  translations  from  some  of  their 
religious  Poets?  Anything  of  this  sort  would  be 
valuable  and  at  the  same  time  would  be  practice  for 

parts  was  usual.  Pickwick  was  so  issued  in  1836,  the  successive 
shilling  parts  being  eagerly  awaited,  as  were  the  shilling  parts 
of  The  Old  Curiosity  Shop  in  1840-1,  especially  the  part  which 
should  disclose  the  fate  of  Little  Nell. 

•  The  Popular  Encyclopedia,  issued  in  56  parts  and  also  in  half¬ 
volumes.  The  first  edition  was  based  on  a  translation  of  Brock- 
haus’s  Conversations  Lexicon. 
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yourself.  A  visit  to  Moritz  Retsch  would  be  a  great 
treat;  in  the  view  of  it  it  is  well  you  are  acquainted 
with  the  Bell*  and  his  illustrations,  I  will  be  from 
home  before  another  letter  arrives  from  you,  but  I 
should  like  you  to  write  me  to  London  on  receipt  of 
this. 

Bob  is  at  Edinr.  dunning  the  Professor  f  on  whom  we 
still  wait  and  seeing  after  the  engravers.  With  best 
wishes  to  you  from  all  here, 

I  remain,  dear  Walter, 

Your  affect,  brother, 

Jno.  Blackie,  Junr. 


*  Schiller’s  Song  of  the  Bell  (Das  Lied  der  Glocke). 

t  Probably  Professor  George  Dunbar,  author  of  the  Greek  and 
English  Lexicon.  See  Appendix,  Note  5. 
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W.  G.  Blackie  to  John  Blackie,  Junr. 


Leipzig,  i%th  October,  1839. 

Dear  John, 

I  am  very  much  surprised,  not  to  say  chagrined 
and  disappointed,  at  not  yet  having  received  a  single 
letter  from  home.  I  suspect  very  much  you  have 
neglected  to  pay  the  inland  postage  of  any  you  may 
have  dispatched,  and  consequently  they  will  never 
leave  England.  You  must  pay  the  postage  to  the 
coast — recollect  that,  and  write  immediately  two  or 
three  letters  to  let  me  know  what  you  are  doing  and 
how  you  are  getting  on  both  at  home  and  in  the 
P.  [Printing]  Office.  Direct  letters  to  me  (aux  soins) 
Monsieur  B.  Hermann,  Libraire,  a  Leipzig,  and  put 
in  a  small  line  below  (pour  le  royaume  de  Saxe).  I 
have  given  you  the  address  in  this  manner  so  as  to 
avoid  all  mistake. 

I  intended  to  have  written  before  this  time,  but  I 
expected  a  letter  from  home  and  also  waited  till  I 
had  fairly  settled  what  I  was  to  do  and  where  I  was 
to  remain.  I  may  mention  as  long  as  I  remember  that 
I  have  written  home  from  Brussels,  Coblentz,  and 
from  this  place.  After  I  last  wrote  you  I  went  up  to 
Dresden  by  railway,  70  miles,  with  the  intention  of 
remaining,  and  had  letters  to  Mrs.  Brock,  sister  to 
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Mrs.  Smith  here  whom  I  mentioned  formerly,  and 
to  Miss  Grant,  sister  to  Mrs.  Schultze,  also  formerly 
mentioned,  and  also  to  Mrs.  Vogeler,  another  Scotch 
lady  at  Dresden.  I  took  up  my  quarters  at  the  Hotel 
de  Saxe,  and  after  delivering  my  letters  called  upon 
some  teachers  to  whom  I  had  been  recommended, 
but  I  soon  discovered  that  there  were  so  many  in 
Dresden  on  the  same  errand  as  myself  that  it  would 
be  quite  impossible  to  get  a  good  teacher  there,  they 
being  all  previously  engaged — neither  are  there  any 
public  lectures,  which  I  considered  a  great  drawback. 
I  have  therefore  returned  here  and  through  Mrs. 
Schultze  have  been  introduced  to  a  person  with  whom 
I  shall  proceed  and  have  no  doubt  but  I  will  very 
soon  acquire  a  pretty  good  knowledge  of  the  language. 
I  intend  also  to  take  lessons  in  French  conversation 
and  thus  “  fell  twa  dogs  wi’  ae  stane  ”.  French  is 
very  much  spoken  here  and  in  Dresden,  and  I  have 
found  the  short  time  I  was  with  Brard  of  great  service, 
as  I  get  on  tolerably  easy  with  the  lingo  and  chat 
away  like  a  magpie.  I  have  some  anticipation  of 
getting  into  a  family  but  cannot  yet  say — my  stay  is 
to  be  so  short  that  I  almost  doubt  it — if  not  I  shall 
remain  where  I  am  in  the  Hotel  de  Bavi^re.  As  I 
have  never  yet  told  you  our  style  of  living  here  I  may 
as  well  now  enlighten  you  on  that  subject.  I  get 
coffee  and  bread  and  butter  whenever  I  turn  out  of 
bed,  about  6|  or  7  a.m.,  and  generally  have  it  dis¬ 
cussed  before  I  have  all  my  clothes  put  on.  At  i 
o’clock  I  dine  at  Table  d’Hote  along  with  companies 
which  have  varied  here  between  40  and  200.  I  find  it 
very  pleasant.  We  have  always  a  good  dinner  for 
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()d.,  wine  of  course  being  additional,  and  as  I  enter 
into  conversation  with  whoever  is  next  me  or  opposite 
me  it  becomes  very  pleasant.  In  fact  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  sociality  at  this  Table  d’Hote,  and  not  of  that 
stiffness  which  you  in  general  meet  at  public  dinners 
at  home.  I  had  a  very  interesting  chat  one  day  with 
a  Spaniard  from  Valencia  who  had  been  travelling, 
and  I  have  fallen  in  with  Englishmen,  Frenchmen,  and 
Americans  besides  the  natives  here.  In  the  evening 
I  have  supper  which  consists  of  beefsteak  or  veal 
cutlets  with  potatoes  or  some  such  dish,  with  perhaps, 
if  very  ravenous,  an  omelette  or  pancake  to  end  up. 
I  do  not  frequently  take  wine  to  supper  as  many  do, 
as  I  cannot  sleep  after  it,  and  I  turn  into  bed  about 
10  or  io|  p.m.  I  was  very  much  pleased  with  the 
Gallery  of  Paintings  at  Dresden— it  is  the  finest  north 
of  the  Alps.  The  celebrated  Madonna  San  Sisto  by 
Raphael  is  of  itself  a  host.  I  did  not  examine  the  best 
pictures  so  well  as  I  intended  in  consequence  of  coming 
off  so  hurriedly,  but  I  shall  be  at  them  yet  before  I  leave 
Germany.  I  was  principally  engaged  among  the 
Dutch  and  German  paintings  and  the  French.  The 
Claudes  are  good,  the  Ruisdaels  beautiful.  Gerard 
Dow  and  both  the  Mieris  shine  most  brilliantly.  Van 
der  Werff,  Snyders,  and  Paul  Potter  are  also  good 
— of  this  last  one  of  his  best  pieces.  Holbein  I  have 
never  seen  in  so  good  an  aspect — there  is  a  Burgo¬ 
master’s  Family  by  him  which  is  quite  beautiful. 
Lairesse,  Rembrandt,  and  Poussin  are  good,  while 
Raphael  Mengs  is  exquisite,  and  Wouverman  rules  the 
roast  over  all,  as  there  are  about  50  of  his  works,  some 
of  them  his  best.  As  I  said  before,  I  cannot  say  much 
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about  the  best  of  the  Italian  School,  though  I  have  also 
a  few  of  them  marked  in  my  Catalogue.  There  is  an 
Exhibition  here  at  present  of  modern  art — German, 
Flemish,  and  French  artists — and  I  think  as  a  whole 
greatly  superior  to  the  most  of  the  exhibitions  we  have 
in  Britain — at  least  I  reckon  it  much  superior  to  the 
one  I  saw  in  the  National  Gallery  which  contained 
Allan’s  Slave  Market.  It  is  in  the  Booksellers’  Ex¬ 
change — a  very  fine  building  where  the  Booksellers 
meet  at  their  terms  and  fairs  to  settle  accounts.  If 
you  are  writing  to  D.  O.  Hill  *  say  that  Mrs.  Schultze 
and  Mrs.  Vogeler  were  inquiring  after  him.  Mrs.  S. 
is  his  cousin — she  is  a  particularly  fine  lady  and  one 
of  the  kindest  I  have  ever  met.  I  was  there  at  tea 
yesterday  evening  with  other  two  Scotchmen,  brothers 
named  Wardrop,  grandsons  of  your  landlord  in  Queen 
Street.  One  of  them  had  been  in  Leipzig  formerly 
and  was  acquainted  with  Mrs.  S.  They  only  remain 
a  few  days.  She  was  quite  overjoyed  at  seeing  so 
many  countrymen.  She  has  been  twelve  years  on  the 
Continent  and  was  never  in  the  company  of  so  many 
Scotchmen  all  that  time.  Write  me  immediately.  My 
love  to  Father,  Mother,  Bob,  and  self. 

I  remain 

Your  affectionate  brother, 

W.  G.  Blackie. 

*  D.  O.  Hill,  R.S.A.,  born  1802,  well-known  artist,  specially 
famous  for  his  masterly  portrait  photographs,  was  in  1834 
commissioned  by  Messrs.  Blackie  &  Son  to  paint  sixty  pictures 
in  oil  illustrative  of  the  scenes  associated  with  the  life  and  poems 
of  Burns.  From  these  the  beautiful  engravings  of  The  Land  of 
Bums  were  executed.  The  commission  occupied  D.  O.  Hill  for 
four  years. 
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W.  G.  Blackie  to  John  Blackie,  Senr. 


H6tel  de  Baviere, 
Leipzig,  22nd  October,  1839. 

Dear  Father, 

I  was  very  happy  on  Sabbath  20th  to  receive 
John’s  letter.  I  was  quite  at  a  loss  to  conceive  why 
none  had  arrived,  but  the  letter  from  Brussels  not 
having  reached  Scotland  partly  accounts  for  it.  Mr. 
Wardrop  whom  I  mentioned  in  my  last  letter  leaves 
this  to-night  for  Hamburg  and  thence  to  London  and 
Glasgow  direct.  I  have  therefore  taken  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  writing  you  by  him  and  have  also  sent  by 
him  a  note  to  Mr.  Martin*  enclosing  one  to  John 
which  he  will  be  able  to  forward  to  him. 

I  have  now  settled  to  remain  in  the  Hotel  de  Baviere 
and  not  to  go  into  a  family,  so  you  may  in  future 
address  my  letters  here  direct.  I  have  fairly  com¬ 
menced  work  at  the  German  with  a  master  and  think 
I  shall  make  considerable  progress.  Tell  Mother  I 
have  had  4  day  shirts,  2  night  shirts,  2  flannels,  2  pairs 
stockings,  2  silk  handkerchiefs,  and  one  night  cap 

*  Manager  of  Blackie  &  Son’s  London  house,  succeeded  in 
course  of  time  by  his  son,  James  Martin,  who  retired  in  igoi. 
Mr.  James  Martin  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Walter  Symons,  who 
retired  on  29th  February,  1932. 
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washed  and  dressed  for  20  groschen,  equal  to  2S.  6d. 
My  room  here  is  to  cost  me  8  dollars  a  month,  dinner 
at  table  d’hote  10  dollars,  breakfast  4  groschen,  and 
I  can  have  a  table  wine  for  dinner  at  6  groschen  the 
half  bottle.  Supper  I  get  according  to  my  liking — 
a  dollar  is  y.  and  4  groschen  is  6d.  So  that  I  have 
room,  breakfast,  dinner,  and  wine  if  I  choose  for 
^4,  145.  per  month.  Supper  of  course  is  additional. 

The  fair  is  now  all  finished  and  the  streets  cleared 
and  the  cold  weather  is  beginning — hitherto  I  have 
had  most  beautiful  weather,  warm  and  sunny.  It 
has  only  rained  one  evening  when  I  was  in  the  coach 
between  Aix  and  Cologne,  a  little  one  forenoon  between 
Frankfurt  and  Leipzig,  and  a  few  hours  one  evening 
here;  otherwise  the  weather  has  been  most  beautiful. 

My  letters  from  Brussels  would  have  informed  you 
that  I  visited  Antwerp  Cathedral  and  ascended  the 
spire,  420  feet  high.  My  companions  were  Mr.  John 
and  Mr.  Archd.  Sibbald,  Scotchmen.  The  first  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  Madras  Army  34th  Regt.  home  on 
leave  for  his  health,  the  second  a  medical  student  from 
Edinr. — they  are  brothers.  We  went  on  very  pleasantly 
together  and  parted  at  Frankfurt.  The  country  round 
Leipzig  is  very  flat  and  uninteresting  though  very 
fertile  and  thickly  peopled.  The  villages  around  it 
are  very  numerous.  About  Dresden,  however,  the 
country  is  very  beautiful,  nicely  diversified  by  hill  and 
dale — and  the  banks  of  the  Elbe  studded  with  villas 
and  vineyards  look  very  pretty.  Leipzig  has  more 
advantages  for  me  in  the  meantime.  The  trip  to 
Dresden,  I  may  almost  say  to  spy  out  the  land,  for  I 
intended  to  have  remained,  cost  me  a  whole  week — 
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which  was  entirely  lost  as  far  as  study  was  concerned. 

I  was  yesterday  evening  at  a  Ball  given  by  one  of 
the  Clubs  in  town.  It  commenced  with  a  concert — 
then  supper  and  next  the  dancing.  I  left  about  i  a.m., 
but  it  went  on  long  after  that.  All  the  gentlemen  go 
hat  in  hand  into  the  ball  room — and  retain  it  in  their 
hand  even  when  dancing.  It  is  the  etiquette.  I  noticed 
some  who  had  put  them  aside  when  waltzing  and  others 
who  had  a  lump  of  felt  dangling  at  their  arm  by  way 
of  an  apology  for  a  hat.  At  the  Quadrilles  they  were 
all  hat  in  hand;  it  appeared  to  me  very  absurd. 

Send  me  word  how  you  get  on  at  the  office  and  if 
you  are  not  beginning  to  tire  of  being  drum  major. 
Tell  Mother  I  have  got  a  title  since  I  came  here. 
I  was  in  the  List  of  newly  arrived  strangers  in  Dresden 
as  Mr.  Bookprinter  Blackie  from  Glasgow.  I  suppose 
John  is  in  the  south  by  this  time.  Love  to  Mother, 
Bob,  and  self. 

I  remain 

Your  affectionate  son, 

W.  G.  Blackie. 
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John  Blackie,  Senr.,  to  W.  G.  Blackicy 
addressed  to  Leipzig 


Glasgow,  22nd  October,  1839. 


My  dear  Son, 

I  hope  this  will  find  you  enjoying  good  health 
and  settled  in  one  place  for  a  time.  You  have  not  said 
what  kind  of  weather  you  have  had  since  you  left, 
nor  I  think  how  you  have  kept  your  health.  For  last 
two  weeks  the  weather  has  been  dry.  They  have 
now  commenced  to  causey  Bobbie’s  Loan  from  Taylor 
Street  down  towards  the  toll  in  Parliamentary  [Road]. 
There  is  a  common  sewer  to  pass  along.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  the  crossing  at  head  of  Taylor  St.  is  going  on 
with.  The  whole  is  contracted  for  by  McCulloch. 
This  will  make  a  straight  road.  John  left  this  for 
Liverpool,  Bristol,  and  he  intends  being  in  London 
before  end  of  next  week.  He  will  be  there  about  a 
week.  We  have  got  the  railing  up  in  the  court  and 
the  first  flat  above  the  vaults  water  coloured  *  and 
everything  about  to  rights;  only  the  printing  machine 
has  been  plaguing  us  a  good  deal.  I  am  in  hopes  of 
overcoming  all  the  difficulties  in  great  measure  shortly. 
There  has  been  some  very  imperfect  work  going 

♦This  is  probably  what  would  now  be  called  “  whitewashed  ”. 
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from  some  of  the  parties.  The  Lexicon  *  is  now  up  to 
1000  pages.  They  have  been  doing  three  half  sheets 
in  the  week  and  they  are  trying  to  do  one  of  the 
English  in  the  week.  Our  press  work  has  rather 
increased  on  the  whole.  I  am  in  hopes  we  have  got 
the  machine  to  rights  now  and  will  now  get  on. 
No,  19  F.  W.  [Family  Worship]  was  published  last 
week  and  we  have  yesterday  got  one  Day  from  Mr. 
Cook.  He  says  the  next  will  follow,  and  I  hope  he 
will  keep  his  word.  If  so  we  will  get  on  for  some 
time  smoothly.  I  was  expecting  a  letter  from  you 
to-day.  I  hope  you  have  got  both  of  our  letters  we 
wrote  to  your  address  yesterday  week — the  week 
before — to  be  called  for  at  Leipzig.  Your  Mother  is 
improving  and  we  are  getting  the  lobby  put  in  order 
just  now.  In  a  short  time  we  will  have  to  rights. 
Mr.  Burns  was  in  town  to-day.  He  was  saying  if  you 
could  send  some  information  for  the  Instructor. 
Dr.  Johnston  is  keeping  on  improving  slowly.  Miss 
Ewing  is  here  just  now  at  tea.  They  are  all  well. 
Andrew  has  commenced  work  and  is  keeping  well. 
Wm.  Brodie  is  wanting  to  be  a  Councillor  for  the 
third  ward.  The  Rads  are  boasting  great  things.  It 
is  all  in  a  good  hand.  Let  us  hope  that  God  will 
in  his  own  time  bring  all  round  to  the  right  mind.f 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  5. 

t  John  Blackie,  Senr.,  preserved  through  life  the  simple  un¬ 
questioning  faith  in  and  reliance  upon  God  which  he  had  imbibed 
in  his  early  training.  On  his  Both  birthday  (1862)  he  records  as 
follows:  “This  day  completes  my  80th  year,  fourscore  being  the 
lot  of  few;  and  I  can  say  the  Lord  has  been  guiding  and  directing 
me  since  my  earliest  days.  .  .  .  This  I  have  experienced  all  my  life 
long.” 
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I  sent  you  last  Saturday’s  Guardian,  and  will  send 
you  next  Saturday’s  Guardian.  Let  me  know  if  you 
got  them.  Borrenstein  has  again  stopped  payment. 
Brookman  is  in  ^(^340,  Nelson  upwards  of  £2^0, 
R.  Wear  ;£i30.  Several  in  Edinburgh  and  London 
large  sums;  in  all  about  £12,000,  but  they  promise 
to  pay  the  bill  of  £’]i  to  Geo.  Brook  [Brookman]  as 
he  will  not  be  put  off,  when  I  will  have  a  final  settle¬ 
ment  in  Brookman’s  concern.  I  have  paid  Mr.  Long 
his  balance  with  interest,  £i\(i  odds. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  this  week, 

I  am,  dear  son. 

Your  loving  father, 

J.  Blackie. 

Wednesday  and  Sabbath  are  the  days  for  sending 
your  letters  from  Glasgow. 
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W.  G.  Blackie  to  Mrs.  John  Blackie,  Senr. 


H6tel  de  Bavi^re, 
Leipzig,  26th  October,  1839. 

Dear  Mother, 

I  was  very  happy  to  learn  by  the  letter  I 
received  on  the  24th  from  my  Father  and  John  that 
you  were  recovering  from  your  illness.  I  hope  that 
ere  this  letter  reaches  Glasgow  you  will  be  quite 
recovered  and  busy  among  your  new  chairs  and 
carpets  and  couches,  &c.  I  wrote  my  Father  last 
Tuesday  by  Mr.  P.  Wardrop  who  left  this  for  Glasgow 
direct — ^you  should  receive  it  I  think  about  the  end 
of  next  week.  Mr.  H.  Wardrop  leaves  this  next 
Wednesday.  I  shall  most  likely  write  by  him  also. 
It  is  now  nearly  9  p.m.  and  I  am  just  come  from 
supper,  which  consisted  of  a  piece  of  beefsteak  and 
potatoes  and  bread  washed  down  with  Adam’s  Wine 
— a  kind  of  wine  to  be  had  pretty  plentifully  over 
the  whole  of  Germany — in  Leipzig  the  quality  is  very 
good.  I  found  that  having  a  fire  in  my  room  and  sitting 
in  it  all  day  I  would  be  very  uncomfortable  at  night,  as 
the  rooms  are  not  very  large— so  I  petitioned  my 
landlord  for  a  more  commodious  apartment  tho’  at  a 
higher  rate,  when  he  offered  me  for  12  dollars  p. 
month  (equal  to  nearly  95.  p.  week)  in  addition  to  the 
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room  I  had  the  one  next  me  also.  So  I  have  now  a 
sitting  room  with  a  fire  and  a  bedroom  with  none. 
I  have  a  door  from  the  one  to  the  other.  They  both 
look  out  the  same  way  and  have  both  two  windows 
with  white  muslin  curtains  and  blinds — both  are 
neatly  papered.  In  both  I  have  a  mirror,  and  a  sofa 
and  a  chest  of  drawers,  a  table  and  two  chairs — I 
mean  to  have  one  or  two  chairs  additional.  In  both 
there  is  a  small  semicircular  table  before  the  mirror 
covered  with  a  white  napkin,  and  in  my  parlour  I 
have  a  small  side  table,  also  covered,  which  I  use  for 
breakfast,  as  my  principal  table  is  generally  covered 
with  books.  Both  my  large  tables  are  covered  with  a 
sort  of  damask  cloth  similar  to  your  thick  tablecloth, 
and  I  have  a  bed  without  posts  as  covering  for  such  a 
thing  is  quite  unknown  in  this  country,  and  in  place 
of  blankets  I  have  two  bedcovers  which  consist  of 
woollen  stuff  of  wod  sewed  between  two  sheets  of 
cotton;  they  are  extremely  light  but  very  comfortable. 
You  will  thus  perceive  that  I  am  pretty  well  lodged 
and  not  very  dear  for  a  hotel — the  best  one  in  Leipzig, 
where  the  Dukes  and  my  Lords  come  to.  I  was 
very  glad  to  learn  that  they  were  getting  on  pretty 
well  at  the  Printing  Office  and  that  the  business  at 
Queen  Street  was  also  in  a  good  state.  If  these  con¬ 
founded  machines  would  keep  in  order  they  might 
soon  bring  up  the  reprints.  If  we  should  ever  think 
of  getting  a  third  machine  we  must  stipulate  to  have 
more  of  it  made  of  malleable  iron.  I  often  wonder 
what  they  are  doing,  and  before  I  received  John’s 
first  letter  I  supposed  the  whole  concern  had  gone  into 
pie  and  that  was  the  reason  there  were  no  letters 
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coming.  Mrs.  Schultze,  whom  I  formerly  mentioned, 
has  been  particularly  kind  to  me.  In  fact  when  I  go 
to  see  her  I  think  myself  quite  at  home.  She  was  a 
Miss  Grant,  daughter  of  a  Minister  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland  in  the  Orkneys  who  is  still  alive  but  old 
and  has  an  assistant.  He  has  three  parishes  or  churches 
to  keep  in  sermon.  Mrs.  S.  has  not  been  in  Scotland 
these  12  years,  yet  she  is  as  fond  of  it  as  ever.  She 
never  cares  about  seeing  the  young  Englishmen  who 
sometimes  come  here.  She  says  they  do  not  behave 
well  and  she  does  not  like  them,  but  send  a  Scotchman 
to  her  and  she  is  quite  enchanted.  The  other  night 
when  I  was  there  with  the  two  Messrs.  War  drop  she 
said  she  had  not  been  in  the  company  of  three  Scotch¬ 
men  at  once  since  she  left  Scotland.  She  appears  to 
be  about  36  years  of  age,  and  has  two  young  sons — 
the  eldest  about  4  years  understands  and  speaks  both 
the  German  and  the  English  tho’  he  cannot  yet  read 
any  of  them.  It  is  amusing  to  see  the  little  one  who 
cannot  yet  speak  rightly.  The  mother  says  something 
to  it  in  English  and  immediately  he  comes  to  her, 
when  the  girl  calls  to  it  in  German  and  he  answers 
her  also.  I  go  to  see  her  every  other  night.  She  is  a 
second  cousin  to  D.  O.  Hill  and  I  have  promised  to 
send  her  a  copy  of  the  Land  of  Burns.*  My  teacher, 
a  very  clever  young  Doctor  and  a  particular  friend  of 
Mrs.  Schultze,  has  promised  that  in  six  or  seven 
weeks  I  shall  be  a  perfect  German.  This  will  detain 
me  longer  than  I  at  first  intended,  but  as  they  seem 
to  be  getting  on  well  it  is  less  matter  and  I  should 
like  to  be  complete  before  I  leave.  I  have  also  com- 


*  See  notes,  pages  32  and  92. 
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menced  to  speak  French  with  a  lady  four  times  a 
week,  and  I  expect  soon  to  be  able  to  speak  it  also 
pretty  freely.  My  German  lessons  are  every  day. 
I  wish  to  know  how  the  harvest  has  turned  out,  also 
what  sort  of  weather  you  have  had.  We  have  had  a 
north-east  wind  here  these  few  days  and  very  cold. 
The  church  goes  in  here  at  8  a.m.  I  shall  be  up  to 
write  John  also  and  have  them  posted  before  I  go  to 
church  as  to-morrow  they  start  for  Hamburg.  On 
Sundays  here  people  go  and  amuse  themselves  in  the 
forenoon  and  go  to  the  Theatre,  the  Concerts,  or  the 
Billiard  rooms  in  the  evening.  The  ladies  of  the 
higher  classes  play  at  cards  or  knit  stockings — so 
much  for  the  Sabbath  in  the  most  Protestant  town 
in  Germany.  During  the  Fair  there  was  no  suspension 
of  business  on  the  Sabbath  but  everything  went  on 
as  usual.  It  caused  me  to  lose  count  of  the  days  of  the 
week. 

In  my  next  I  shall  endeavour  to  describe  our  Table 
d’Hote  dinner.  With  love  to  self.  Father,  and  Robert, 
and  remembrances  to  all  inquiring  friends,  I  remain 

Your  affectionate  son, 

W.  G.  Blackie. 
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H6tel  de  Bavi^re, 
Leipzig,  2gth  October,  1839. 

Dear  Father, 

I  wrote  my  Mother  by  post  on  Sabbath 
last,  and  John  also,  to  London.  I  now  take  the 
opportunity  of  Mr.  Wardrop,  who  starts  to-morrow, 
to  send  you  another  epistle.  John,  and  you  also, 
wished  some  information  on  religious  matters.  I 
shall  look  after  that,  meantime  I  send  you,  for  the 
Magazine,  which  you  will  first  send  to  Dr.  Burns, 
part  of  my  last  Sabbath’s  lucubrations.  I  think  you 
will  find  it  rather  interesting.  I  received  the  Guardian 
yesterday,  and  I  shall  tell  you  before  I  close  my 
letter  how  much  it  cost  me.  I  was  much  pleased 
with  Mr.  Bonar’s  letters  from  Palestine,  as  also  Dr. 
Chalmers’  address  to  Dr.  Duff.  I  hope  the  collecting 
for  the  schemes  will  be  much  more  general  in  future 
— there  are  really  an  amazing  number  of  defaulters.  I 
was  at  church  on  Sabbath  once,  and  as  I  have  now 
discovered  their  hours  of  service  (no  easy  matter  as 
hardly  anybody  knows  anything  about  it)  I  shall 
attend  twice  a  day  in  future.  It  is  the  Lutheran  Church 
— they  do  not  call  themselves  Protestants.  The 
sermon  I  should  suppose  about  |  an  hour  to  40 
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minutes,  and  the  rest  of  the  two  hours  is  occupied 
in  singing  hymns  and  sitting  to  hear  the  organ  and 
the  orchestra  performing.  The  orchestra  consists  of 
male  and  female  singers,  Violins,  Flutes,  Clarionets, 
Trumpets,  and  Drums.  They  play  pieces  of  sacred 
music  (not  Psalm  tunes)  composed  by  Handel, 
Beethoven,  Mozart,  &c.  &c.  They  have  also  an  altar 
with  a  crucifix  and  two  wax  candles  burning. 

Now  for  the  Dinner  which  I  promised  to  describe 
— I  pay  IS. — we  shall  take  to-day  as  an  example  of 
the  whole.  The  table  is  ranged  round  the  walls,  not 
so  broad  as  our  ordinary  tables,  guests  40-50.  Each 
person  has  two  plates  before  him,  knife,  fork  and 
spoon,  a  wine  glass,  piece  of  bread,  and  a  table  napkin. 
First  to-day  we  had  rice  soup,  next  boiled  beef  and 
fried  potatoes,  this  we  have  every  day.  We  have  a 
prepared  sauce  for  the  meat.  Next  came  raw  herrings 
with  various  kinds  of  pickles,  &c.;  next  came  vege¬ 
tables,  turnips,  French  beans,  &c.,  and  roast  mutton. 
This  was  followed  by  ragout,  that  is,  stewed  fowl, 
to  which  succeeded  fish,  tench — we  sometimes  have 
pike  or  carp  or  trout.  We  next  have  a  very  nice  rice 
or  bread  or  potato  flour  pudding,  very  good — they 
prepare  potatoes  so  like  rice  or  bread  here  that  I  can 
hardly  distinguish  them — next  came  roast  hare  and 
stewed  apples — the  apples  whole.  The  wEole  finished 
off  with  bread  and  cheese — Grapes,  walnuts,  and 
sweet  bread.  We  have  something  similar  each  day. 
The  eatables  are  handed  about  by  the  waiters  on 
plates  and  each  person  takes  as  much  as  he  chooses. 
Also  everyone  drinks  what  wine  he  chooses  or  no 
wine  at  all.  We  commence  regularly  at  i  p.m.  and 
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finish  about  J  or  past  2.  Every  person  rises  and 
departs  when  it  suits  him.  Some  take  coffee,  others 
cigars  after  dinner,  while  some  may  also  be  found 
swilling  champagne.  I  can  assure  you  that  the  people 
here,  that  is,  those  who  can  pay  for  it,  do  not  live 
upon  deaf-nuts  any  more  than  they  do  in  Glasgow. 
At  supper  there  is  a  list  on  the  table  of  what  can  be 
had  with  prices  attached  so  that  everyone  takes 
according  to  his  taste  or  according  to  his  pocket — 
this  is  also  generally  succeeded  by  cigars.  I  forgot 
to  mention  in  my  last  letter  that  if  these  types  from 
Laurent  and  Deberny  do  not  range  with  the  others 
you  ought  not  to  allow  them  to  draw  upon  us — they 
will  be  a  great  bother  and  not  of  any  great  advantage. 
I  have  now  discovered  how  much  the  postage  of  the 
Guardian  came  to  and  it  is  only  17I  groschen  or  2s.  2d. 
— rather  smart  I  calculate  for  a  /\.\d.  newspaper.  Do 
not  send  any  more  as  I  cannot  afford  it.  I  have  ordered 
that  if  any  others  arrive  they  are  not  to  be  taken  in. 
Your  letters  cost  me  i^.  3^/.  and  I  pay  as  much  when 
I  send  one,  but  2s.  2d.  for  a  paper  is  going  it  rather 
strong.  If  you  would  notice  the  days  on  which  the 
Hamburg  vessel  sails  from  London,  it  sails  twice 
each  week,  and  post  your  letters  so  as  to  reach  London 
in  time  for  it,  then  would  I  get  it  in  about  8  or  10 
days.  The  Guardian  I  received  on  the  28th.  If  you 
do  not  notice  this  I  may  be  two  weeks  or  perhaps  more 
of  receiving  them.  I  hope  Dr.  Burns  will  find  some 
use  for  my  article.  It  was  rather  hurriedly  got  up, 
as  I  wished  it  to  be  ready  to  go  with  Mr.  Wardrop, 
so  that  very  possibly  it  may  require  some  alterations. 
I  shall  send  another  letter  to  John  at  London.  Mr. 
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Martin  will  forward  it  if  he  has  left.  I  suppose  he 
will  not  be  home  before  the  middle  or  end  of  November. 
My  love  to  Mother,  Bob,  and  yourself.  Remember 
me  to  Auntie  Janet  and  Auntie  Ag.  if  she  is  going 
about.  I  intend  going  to  see  Mrs.  Schultze  to-morrow 
evening,  altho’  I  have  no  invitation,  to  hold  Hallowe’en. 
I  believe  there  will  be  some  procession  and  dining, 
&c.,  to-morrow  in  commemoration  of  the  Reforma¬ 
tion,  to-morrow  being  the  anniversary  day  of  I  do 
not  know  what,  but  I  shall  learn  before  I  write  again. 

I  remain 

Your  affectionate  son, 

W.  G.  Blackie. 

20th  October. 

Tell  Mother  that  my  supper  last  night  was  a  piece 
of  roast  beef  but  it  was  something  like  Captain  Brodie’s 
Eggs.  It  seemed  to  have  been  boiled  before  it  was 
roasted. — W.  G.  B. 
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John  Blackie,  Senr.,  to  W.  G.  Blackie 

Glasgow,  2()th  October,  1839. 

Dear  Son, 

Yours  of  1 8th  came  to  hand  on  26th  curt, 
as  also  your  two  former  letters  of  28th  Septr.  and  4th 
Oct.  We  wrote  you  to  the  Post  Office,  Leipzig,  to  be 
called  for,  on  5th  Oct.  and  care  of  Mr.  B.  Hermann 
on  the  15th  and  23rd  Oct.  The  former  of  these  three 
we  hope  you  have  received  by  this  time.  We  find  it 
takes  from  8  to  10  days  in  coming.  We  pay  2s.  ']\d. 
in  sending  away  and  receiving.  Your  first  letter  has 
not  come  to  hand,  that  you  sent  from  Brussels.  It  will 
be  lost.  We  now  ad.  [address]  Kingdom  of  Sax[ony]. 
The  other  letters,  simply,  Leipzig.  I  am  very  sorry 
you  should  have  been  so  long  waiting  a  letter.  I  have 
dispatched  two  newspapers  and  we  send  one  to-day. 
One  of  these  was  the  last  Saturday’s  Courier  (Glasgow). 

We  are  all  happy  to  hear  you  are  getting  on  so 
pleasant,  and  as  everything  is  going  smoothly  at  the 
office,  I  think  you  had  better  lay  [yourself]  out  to  stop 
for  two  or  three  months  as  you  may  see  it  for  your 
advantage — and  when  you  are  needing  more  cash 
go  to  a  Bank  and  draw  upon  us  at  sight  at  Warwick 
Square,  London,  for  what  you  think  you  will  require 
to  bring  you  home.  John  was  thinking  you  should 
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come  by  Paris — but  of  this  you  will  be  the  best  judge 
by  and  by.  Keep  yourself  quite  easy.  Perhaps  John 
may  meet  you  from  London.  Your  Mother  is  keeping 
on  in  her  ordinary  way,  and  Robert  and  I  are  at  the 
P[rinting]  Office  two  or  three  times  every  day.  The 
machines  have  not  been  doing  well.  I  think  we  will 
have  no  more  of  them.  I  have  left  Robert  to  send 
you  any  news. 

Your  loving  father, 

J.  Blackie. 

Walter  Blackie,  Esquire, 

Leipzig. 

P.S. — I  have  this  day  got  all  Brookman’s  affairs 
settled  except  one  account — the  whole  remainder  is 
in  my  hands. — J.  B. 
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Robert  Blackie  to  W.  G.  Blackie 

Glasgow,  2gth  October,  1839. 


Dear  Walter, 

As  soon  as  I  heard  that  you  were  going  to 
Dresden  I  remarked  that  there  was  a  capital  gallery 
of  pictures  there  and  that  it  was  more  than  likely 
that  you  would  return  raving  about  pictures  though 
you  had  never  been  a  great  enthusiast  in  that  way. 
Where  there  is  such  a  collection  of  pictures  there 
must  surely  be  some  good  engravings  from  them, 
and  I  was  thinking  that  you  might  be  able  to  pick 
up  some  fine  things  to  engrave  from,  for  our  big 
Bible,  and  things  that  might  be  quite  novelties  here. 
In  selecting  we  have  always  given  a  preference  to  the 
Italian  masters,  as  in  their  pictures  there  is  generally 
something  that  agrees  with  our  ideas  of  Orientalism. 
The  Dutch  and  Flemings  are  either  coarse  or  else 
absurd  as  illustrations  of  Scripture.  As  yet  we  have 
not  adopted  one  of  their  pictures.  I  have  seen  a 
number  of  lithographs  from  the  Dresden  gallery, 
but  though  they  are  very  fine  pieces  of  lithography 
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they  would  not  suit  us  for  copies.  It  is  line  engravings 
we  want.  If  you  could  get  a  few  really  good  things 
their  novelty  might  be  a  hit.  I  believe  John  wrote 
on  this  subject  before,  but  I  repeat  it  more  fully  lest 
his  letters  should  have  gone  amissing. 

If  it  was  Harry  and  Patrick  War  drop  you  met  at 
Mrs.  Schultze’s  they  are  old  schoolfellows  of  mine 
and  fine  fellows.  Our  Grammar  School  Class  had 
their  Annual  Dinner  on  the  loth.  We  mustered 
fourteen.  I  did  nothing  less  than  officiate  as  Chairman. 
It  went  off  famously.  I  was  in  Edinburgh  lately  and 
saw  Bonnar’s  picture  of  Bruce  and  the  Spider.  He 
is  making  a  capital  thing  of  it.  My  Father’s  portrait 
is  sent  off  to  London  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
Cook  to  engrave  like  Ryall’s  Conservative  Statesmen. 
We  are  getting  up  two  flash  Catalogues  with  French 
Borders  for  the  December  and  January  Magazines — 
we  expect  they  will  Do  the  boys.  I  will  mention  your 
having  seen  Mrs.  Schultze  first  time  I  write  Mr.  Hill. 
I  saw  him  ten  days  ago;  he  is  in  good  spirits,  and  his 
wife  continues  better.  Kemp’s  model  of  the  Cathedral* 
is  to  be  here  to-morrow,  and  is  to  be  exhibited  in  the 
Arcade  Saloon.  It  has  been  very  favourably  noticed 
by  the  Edinburgh  papers,  and  I  was  told  last  night 
that  as  yet  no  decision  had  been  given  concerning  the 
Cathedral,  so  he  may  yet  stand  a  good  chance.  We 
have  been  very  busy  in  the  Printing  Office  since  you 
left.  Several  of  the  men  have  been  working  over¬ 
time.  We  have  two  War  Steamers  in  the  Clyde  at 
present,  come  from  London  to  get  in  their  engines. 
When  we  next  write  we  will  most  likely  be  able  to 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  8. 
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give  you  a  report  of  the  election  of  Councillors,  which 
comes  on  on  Tuesday  next. 

I  remain 

Your  affect,  brother, 

R.  Blackie. 


Mr.  W.  G.  Blackie, 
aux  soins  Monsieur  B.  Hermann, 
Libraire,  a  Leipzig. 
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John  Blackie,  Senr.,  to  W.  G.  Blackie 


Glasgow,  Saturday,  2nd  November,  1839. 

Dear  Son, 

I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  to-day  of  22nd 
Octr.  per  Mr.  War  drop,  who  arrived  last  night  and 
was  kind  enough  to  send  the  letter  by  his  cousin 
and  will  call  soon.  As  he  did  not  go  to  London, 
I  have  sent  the  one  addressed  to  Martin  by  post, 
as  John  is  there  just  now.  I  had  a  letter  to-day  from 
him  dated  London  31st  Oct.  He  is  on  his  way  back 
from  Plymouth.  I  am  to  meet  him  at  Birmingham 
end  of  next  week  if  I  can  get  away.  We  are  as  busy 
at  the  P[rinting]  Office  as  when  you  went  away, 
and  as  the  machines  have  not  been  doing  so  well 
that  has  kept  us  back  considerably,  but  it  is  no  use 
troubling  you  just  now  in  these  matters.  We  are 
getting  on  very  well  all  things  considered.  During 
September  and  October  we  had  from  Cowan  about 
5(^1300  worth  of  paper.  The  presses  are  working  two 
hours  over  four  days  in  the  week. 

We  have  a  busy  time  of  it  preparing  for  the  Municipal 
Election.  The  Conservatives  think  they  will  carry 
and  the  Rads,  think  they  will  carry.  A  few  days  now, 
say  Tuesday  first,  will  decide.  I  hope  and  trust  there 
will  be  less  party  among  them  next  year. 
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John  Blackie,  Sent. 

Minding  that  I  wrote  you  on  Wednesday  last,  I 
have  laid  this  aside  till  Monday. 

Geo.  Kemp*  has  arrived  at  the  High  Church.  A 
good  number  have  been  invited  to  come  on  Monday 
to  see  it. 


Wednesday,  6th  November. 

Mr.  War  drop  called  on  Monday.  He  is  quite  well. 
I  send  with  this  a  paper  will  show  how  our  Election 
has  been  getting  on.  Wm.  Brodie’s  is  very  doubtful. 
I  hope  this  will  find  you  enjoying  good  health.  You 
seem  to  have  had  much  better  weather  than  we  have 
had  here.  That  should  be  far  better  for  the  health. 
Your  lodging  exp.  is  not  out  of  the  way,  much  cheaper 
than  I  could  have  expected.  You  will  by  the  time 
you  receive  this  be  better  able  to  judge  how  long  you 
should  stop.  As  I  said  before,  you  can  act  as  you 
think  it  will  be  for  the  best.  You  have  gone  a  long 
journey  and  it  will  be  as  well  to  get  something  out  of 
it.  We  cannot  complain  as  to  business,  but  we  have 
one  manufacturing  house  stopt  for  about  £60,000  and 
it  is  expected  there  will  be  more  of  them.  Discounts 
continue  at  5I  per  cent.  I  had  a  letter  from  John 
yesterday  at  London.  He  is  to  leave  for  Birmingham 
this  evening  and  will  be  home  in  about  10  days.  I 
go  off  for  Birmingham  on  Friday  and  will  go  round 
by  York  and  Newcastle  and  home  by  Dumfries. 
That  will  take  me  from  3  to  4  weeks,  but  Robert  will 
be  able  to  keep  things  going. 

Mr.  Kemp  has  commenced  to-day  to  collect  at  ij. 
and  has  had  several  sign  it.  I  hope  there  will  be  a  good 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  8. 
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number  sign  it  to  help  to  make  up  the  expense.  Your 
Mother  is  keeping  in  an  ordinary  way.  Aunt  is  not 
so  well.  Would  [you]  say  the  dates  of  all  the  letters 
you  have  got  [and]  we  would  know  if  they  have  all 
come  to  hand. 

I  am,  dear  son, 

Your  affect,  father, 

J.  Blackie. 
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W.  G.  Blackie  to  John  Blackie,  Senr. 


H6tel  de  Bavi^ire, 
Leipzig,  2nd  November,  1839. 


Dear  Father, 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  22nd  Octr.  on 
the  31st,  and  was  very  happy  to  learn  that  you  were 
all  well  and  Mother  in  the  way  of  getting  better.  I 
have  been  quite  well  since  I  left.  You  will  find  some 
account  of  the  weather  we  have  had  in  my  previous 
letters.  The  snow  commenced  here  on  Thursday.  It 
was  2  or  3  inches  deep  and  very  cold.  It  is  now, 
however,  entirely  gone  and  the  weather  much  milder. 
I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the  account  you  give  of  Bobbie’s 
Loan.  It  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  us.  I  sent  a 
package  from  this  on  Wednesday  by  Mr.  Wardrop 
containing  a  letter  and  also  a  small  contribution  for 
the  Magazine,  but  it  is  possible  you  may  receive  this 
letter  as  soon  as  it.  I  would  not  have  written  so  soon 
again  but  to-morrow  being  post  day  I  do  not  wish  to 
miss  it.  I  shall  most  likely  write  to  John  also  to 
London.  I  received  the  Guardian  and  paid  2S.  2d. 
for  it.  I  am  much  annoyed  at  what  you  say  of  the 
machines.  The  Edinburgh  Printing  Coy,  deserves  to 
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be  come  back  upon  for  damages  in  consequence  of 
the  machines  being  imperfectly  made,  but  perhaps 
they  will  stand  well  after  this. 

Thursday  was  the  festival  for  the  Reformation  and 
all  places  of  business  were  closed.  The  bells  rung  a 
short  time  and  I  suppose  also  that  some  of  the  churches 
were  open.  I  went  and  saw  the  Reetor  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  installed  and  heard  two  Latin  speeches,  both  of 
them  very  prosy.  It  was  a  cold  snowy  day,  so  I  kept 
myself  pretty  much  in  my  rooms  and  went  to  the 
Theatre  in  the  evening  and  saw  a  very  stupid  piece. 
I  had  no  nuts  to  crack  or  burn  nor  apples  to  eat,  and 
there  was  nobody  with  whom  to  play  at  foul  water 
and  clean — in  fact  Hallowe’en  is  here  unknown.  I 
called  to-day  upon  an  English  Engraver  who  is  resi¬ 
dent  here — of  his  abilities  I  have  not  yet  had  an 
opportunity  of  judging;  his  name  is  Wrankmore.  As 
I  get  better  acquainted  with  the  language  I  shall  get 
introduced  to  more  of  them  and  find  out  whatever 
information  is  to  be  had,  but  I  suspect  there  is  little 
here.  We  have  almost  every  week  some  Grand  Duke 
or  Prince  of  the  realm  at  the  hotel.  On  Thursday  the 
Baron  and  Baroness  von  Bodenhausen  sat  vis-a-vis  to 
me  at  the  Table  d’Hote.  The  Baroness  is  an  English 
lady,  young  and  pretty.  I  am  happy  to  learn  that  Dr. 
Johnston  keeps  well  and  that  Andrew  Ewing  is  better 
and  commenced  work  again.  Cannot  Bob  write  me  a 
letter  and  tell  me  what  is  doing?  I  am  not  in  a  mood 
for  writing  at  present  and  having  written  so  lately 
I  have  nothing  particular  to  say.  I  shall  write  however 
again  this  day  week.  With  best  respects  to  Mother, 
Self,  and  Robert,  and  remembrances  to  Aunt, 
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Mr.  Rose,  Mr.  Bowman,  Mr.  Auld,  and  all  other 
friends. 


I  remain 

Your  affectionate  son, 

W.  G.  Blackie. 

Are  you  beginning  to  weary  for  me  home  yet?  I 
was  not  at  all  surprised  at  the  failure  of  Borrenstein 
— it  is  only  a  wonder  it  did  not  happen  sooner,  as  he 
has  been  evidently  selling  frequently  for  about  paper 
and  print  and  we  know  that  that  won’t  pay.  Have  you 
got  Mr.  Drew’s  account  yet? — it  must  be  pretty  heavy 
as  he  has  had  a  world  of  trouble  first  and  last.  Bor¬ 
renstein ’s  failure  will  make  a  hole  in  H.’s  ^^looo  if 
it  ever  existed,  and  yet  there  must  have  been  some 
truth  in  it  as  H.  would  not  now  be  allowed  to  teach 
and  still  be  a  Partner  had  he  not  advanced  some¬ 
thing.  How  is  Johnny  Moxon? 
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WEST  FRONTAGE  OF  GLASGOW  CATHEDRAL 

From  the  Model  prepared  by  G.  M.  Kemp,  iS^g 


Robert  Blackie  to  W.  G.  Blackie 


bth  November,  1839. 

Dear  Walter, 

Father  has  been  so  full  in  his  letter  that 
he  has  almost  left  me  nothing  to  say.  McLellan 
has  been  seeing  Kemp’s  Model*  along  with  Convener 
Niel;  he  attempted  to  find  fault  as  much  as  he  could, 
and  in  Kemp’s  presence  told  Niel  his  Model  had  been 
got  up  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Gillespie  Graham,  which 
Kemp  spurned  at  and  told  McLellan  f  to  his  face  that 
it  was  not  so,  that  he  was  first  in  the  field  and  that 
the  Model  was  commenced  before  Graham  was  heard 
of  in  connection  with  the  Cathedral.  Niel  apparently 
could  not  go  in  with  Archie  in  his  carpings  and  left 
the  room  with  him  thinking  these  were  strange  doings. 
It  will  surely  create  some  sensation  as  a  number  of 
the  Dons  have  already  seen  it. 

The  Elections  have  gone  rather  to  the  bad,  the  first 
ward  carried  two  Rads  of  course;  the  second  four 
Rads,  Bain  being  out;  the  third  i  Conservative  and 
I  Whig,  the  latter  by  a  majority  of  2 — this  may  yet 
be  turned;  the  fourth  and  fifth  wards  carried  each 
two  Conservatives.  If  the  paper  sent  herewith  reaches 
you  it  will  give  fuller  particulars.  The  Election 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  8.  f  Ibid. 
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created  a  great  stir,  nearly  as  much  as  the  Election  of 
a  Member  would  have  done.  The  last  three  days  I 
have  been  confined  to  the  house  by  a  gumboil,  but 
I  got  it  lanced  yesterday.  The  swelling  which  dis¬ 
figured  my  face  so  that  I  could  not  have  known  myself 
is  now  much  abated  and  I  am  at  my  work  again. 

I  remain 

Your  affect,  brother. 

Bob. 
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H6tel  de  Baviere, 
Leipzig,  qth  November,  1839. 

Dear  Bob, 

I  received  the  letter  written  by  Father  and 
you  conjointly  yesterday  evening,  and  was  happy 
to  learn  that  you  were  all  well  and  that  Mother  is 
better.  There  were  presented  to  me  also  two  news¬ 
papers,  a  Courier  and  a  Guardian,  the  united  postage 
of  which  amounted  to  bs.  6d.  This  of  course  I  did 
not  choose  to  pay,  so  I  had  them  returned  to  the 
Post  Office.  I  don’t  care  to  pay  45.  for  a  j\\d.  news¬ 
paper.  I  shall  however  take  in  the  paper  which  I 
expect  next  week  as  it  will  give  an  account  of  the 
Elections.  I  am  glad  things  are  going  on  well  as  yet 
at  the  office  and  hope  they  will  continue  so — before 
I  received  any  letters  I  had  begun  to  conceive  it  was 
all  going  into  pie.  In  case  I  do  not  get  home  by  New 
Year’s  day  remember  that  George  Brown  at  the 
machine  get  a  grassum.  Nobody  knows  of  it  about  the 
office,  not  even  Mr.  Auld,  and  you  will  not  let  any  of 
them  know  of  it,  as  it  is  an  affair  entirely  between 
ourselves.  The  machines  by  that  time  will  have  been 
about  6  months  in  progress,  and  he  was  promised 
505.  a  year  or  i^.  a  week  to  be  given  him  at  New 
Year’s  day.  You  had  better  give  him  305.,  which  is 
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perhaps  a  little  more  than  he  was  promised,  but 
he  has  been  very  attentive.  In  fact  I  do  not  know  if  it 
would  be  lost  money  though  it  should  be  made 
at  present,  but  that  just  as  Father  thinks  proper. 
There  is  also  the  account  of  Henderson  which  must 
be  looked  after.  It  ought  to  have  been  paid  12  mos. 
ago,  but  he  always  put  us  off  with  some  excuse  or  other. 
You  will  find  his  address  in  the  ledger,  the  account 
is  about  £11.  I  am  going  to-night  to  see  another 
engraver,  one  who  works  natural  history  subjects. 

I  find  there  are  better  woodcuts  done  here  than  I  at 
first  supposed.  I  am  not  yet  certain  whether  actually 
in  Leipzig,  but  I  know  there  is  in  some  of  the  towns 
adjacent — however  that  I  shall  find  out  by  and  by. 
There  is  a  series  of  most  magnificent  Lithographings  of 
the  finest  paintings  in  the  Dresden  Gallery  publishing 
at  present,  but  whether  line  engravings  of  them  are  to 
be  had  I  know  not — there  may  be  some  in  Dresden 
but  there  is  nothing  of  the  kind  to  be  had  here.  I 
intend  to  visit  Dresden  before  I  leave  and  shall  then 
make  particular  inquiries.  Say  when  you  write  whether 
in  event  of  not  finding  line  engravings  I  might  not 
purchase  some  of  Lithographings  if  they  are  good. 
When  I  was  in  the  Gallery  I  frequently  thought  of 
the  Big  Bible.  I  saw  in  the  Gallery  at  Cologne  a  modern 
painting  by  a  young  artist  named  Bendemann  of  “  By 
Babel’s  Streams  We  Sat  and  Wept  It  was  most 
magnificent  as  to  expression,  the  dress  I  do  not 
recollect  so  well — but  I  remember  being  particularly 
struck  with  it.  If  I  can  get  a  copy  of  it  I  shall  certainly 

•  An  engraving  after  this  painting  found  its  way  into  the 
Imperial  Family  Bible. 
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purchase  it,  as  it  is  very  chaste  and  I  think  would  suit 
us  admirably. 

I  have  been  introduced  to  a  Club  here  called  the 
“  Erholung  ”  where  I  go  frequently  of  an  evening 
after  I  am  tired  studying.  I  study  generally  7  or  8 
hours  and  am  getting  on  tolerably,  my  master  says 
admirably.  At  the  Erholung  I  see  GalignanVs  Mes¬ 
senger  *  and  the  best  Paris  papers  and  all  the  best 
German  papers.  There  is  also  a  Billiard  Room,  a 
Card  Room  in  all  of  which  smoking  is  allowed,  and 
to  such  an  extent  is  the  privilege  used  that  it  is  at 
times  hardly  possible  to  see  across  the  room.  There 
is  also  a  Supper  Room  where  no  smoking  is  allowed 
till  9I  p.m. 

I  have  received  all  your  letters  and  have  written 
John  twice  by  post  and  once  by  Mr.  P.  Wardrop  to 
London.  Remember  me  to  Mr.  Auld  and  to  Mac,  to 
Bowman  and  Rose.  With  best  wishes  for  you  all  at 
home, 

I  remain 

Your  affectionate  brother, 

W.  G.  Blackie. 


If  you  come  within  hail  of  Dr.  Johnston  remember 
me  to  him  and  also  to  the  family.  Any  word  of  James? 
I  daresay  you  cut  a  pretty  considerable  figure  as 
Chairman  of  Pigeon’s  Class.  Send  me  the  paper 
containing  your  speech.  Td  give  a  couple  of  shillings 
for  it.  “  ’Tis  pleasant  sure  to  see  oneself  in  print.” 

*  An  English  newspaper  then  published  in  Paris,  founded  in 
1815. 
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John  Blackie,  Junr.,  to  W.  G.  Blackie 

Birmingham,  12th  November,  1839. 
Dear  Walter, 

I  am  now  deeply  in  arrears  to  you  for  letters, 
having  yours  of  22nd  and  26th  ulto.  and  2nd  current 
before  me — and  you  must  now  take  this  as  a  clearing 
of  scores,  as  I  have  been  so  occupied  on  my  journey 
that  I  had  not  time  to  write  you  before.  The  contents 
of  your  letters  gave  me  much  pleasure,  as  they  intimate 
that  you  are  comfortably  settled  so  far  as  lodgings 
goes,  well  suited  in  a  Teacher,  and  happy  in  having 
such  a  resource  as  Mrs.  Schultze  where  you  can 
occasionally  spend  a  pleasant  evening — only  unless  you 
determine  to  talk  German  there  your  visits  had  better 
be  less  frequent. 

Your  visit  to  Dresden  has  only  been  productive  of 
delay  to  your  studies,  but  you  have  the  advantage  of 
seeing  the  city  and  the  picture  gallery,  which  judging 
from  the  engravings  of  the  paintings  I  have  seen 
must  be  a  great  treat.  Apropos,  I  think  I  mentioned 
to  you  in  my  last  that  if  you  saw  any  good  engravings 
of  Scripture  subjects  you  might  pick  them  up,  and  in 
my  rummaging  the  Print  Shops  last  week  in  London 
I  find  that  there  are  a  considerable  number  coming 
from  Germany  at  present.  We  do  not  want  Madonnas 
or  Holy  Families  or  Crucifixions,  having  all  these 
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subjects  in  great  plenty  from  the  Italian  artists 
(Painters  and  Engravers) — but  Old  Testament  subjects 
or  subjects  from  the  Acts  or  Revelations  are  a  de¬ 
sideratum — and  even  an5rthing  very  good  from  the 
Life  of  Christ  might  be  found  useful. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  see  your  account  of  the  Sunday 
during  the  fair.  Worse  than  that  in  Paris  could 
hardly  be — though  the  city  of  books  may  not  be  so 
polished  in  its  manners.  When  I  spoke  of  something 
on  the  state  of  religion  in  Germany  I  was  quite 
prepared  for  your  remarks  as  to  the  outward  and 
apparent  state  of  affairs,  but  the  country  that  produces 
such  men  as  the  Krumachers  and  others  must  have 
a  great  under-current  of  religion  that  will  to  a  certain 
extent  leaven  the  mass — and  could  you  get  acquainted 
with  some  of  the  evangelical  protestant  clergy  of  which 
there  is  surely  one  or  more  in  Leipzig  or  vicinity, 
you  would  doubtless  get  what  information  you  wished, 
while  your  knowledge  of  the  state  of  matters  here 
would  make  you  an  acceptable  acquaintance  to  him, 
and  such  a  party  would  be  the  best  possible  to  visit 
for  improvement  in  the  language.  There  is  I  think 
at  present  publishing  one  or  more  Church  Histories 
of  some  notoriety — try  to  find  the  names  of  the  authors 
and  their  character.  You  do  not  say  how  you  were 
pleased  with  Brockhaus’  establishment  or  if  you  saw 
the  great  Bibliophile — but  perhaps  you  did  this  in 
your  letters  to  G.  [Glasgow.] 

From  your  account  of  the  dinner  and  the  flowing 
of  champagne  I  suspect  you  will  think  nothing  of  our 
plain  fare  and  Adam’s  or  Wellpark  wine  as  an  accom¬ 
paniment. 
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When  I  suggested  your  returning  via  Paris  I  had 
not  thought  of  the  time  you  had  lost  nor  fairly  cal¬ 
culated  the  additional  time  that  would  be  required, 
and  I  am  now  inclined  to  say  that,  though  on  various 
accounts  it  would  be  very  desirable  that  you  should 
visit  it,  yet  I  suspect  you  must  make  the  best  of  your 
w'ay  home  direct  from  G.  [Germany.]  As  to  Robert 
meeting  you,  I  think  this  would  be  foolish  for  him  as 
it  will  be  the  dark  season  of  the  year  with  the  short 
day  in  which  he  could  see  very  little,  and  it  will  be 
much  easier  I  think  for  him  to  get  away  next  summer 
should  that  be  thought  advisable  than  to  go  in  the 
winter.  I  w'ould  therefore  say,  dismiss  the  thought  of 
this  visit  from  your  mind  for  the  present,  and  make  up 
yourself  to  take  as  long  of  your  present  residence  as  will 
suffice  to  make  you  a  good  German — that  being  the 
main  point  of  your  journey,  and  it  is  much  better  to 
effect  this  completely  than  to  hurry  off  earlier  to  visit 
Paris.  This  last  can  readily  be  done  at  any  time,  but 
it  is  not  so  easy  to  return  to  Germany — and  from  any¬ 
thing  I  can  see  at  present  you  may  remain  till  Xmas 
or  longer  should  it  be  requisite,  and  meantime  we  shall 
try  to  do  the  best  we  can  without  you. 

The  vol.  of  Poetry  which  you  have  got  seems  just 
what  is  wanted,  but  you  will  be  able  to  report  on  its 
contents  in  your  next. 

I  must  now  say  something  of  my  progress  since  I 
went  from  home,  as  all  news  from  that  will  have 
been  communicated  to  you  thence.  I  have  already 
visited  Bristol  and  Plymouth,  at  which  places,  though 
the  state  of  business  was  not  just  what  could  have 
been  wished,  yet  it  was  in  a  progressive  state,  and 
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both  I  think  will  ere  long  turn  out  well.  London  is 
progressing  steadily,  and  if  it  only  improve  as  much 
next  year  as  it  has  done  this  last  it  will  prove  one  of 
our  most  valuable  agencies.  Martin  and  his  family 
are,  I  am  happy  to  say,  all  well  and  now  getting  fairly 
acclimated  and  liking  the  place.  They  are  all  glad 
to  hear  of  your  welfare,  as  were  the  Marshalls  and 
Mr.  Malcolm.  The  latter  was  very  glad  to  find  the 
letter  he  got  had  been  of  use  to  you.  While  in  London 
I  spent  a  day  in  seeing  after  Rich’s  Printing  Machine 
— the  one  you  saw  at  work  in  Moyes’.  I  find  there  are 
several  of  them  at  work  in  London,  and  he  informed 
me  that  three  of  them  had  been  at  work  for  some 
time  at  Oxford,  and  within  these  two  months  Khull 
and  O.  &  Boyd  Ednr.  have  each  got  one.  They  are 
much  superior  in  durability  to  the  American  machine 
and  in  the  readiness  with  which  the  form  is  got  at. 
I  saw  the  first  he  had  made  at  work  in  Clays,  Bread 
Street  Hill,  on  two  forms  with  woodcuts  making  very 
good  work  at  the  rate  of  500  each  form  p.  hour; 
common  work  may  be  wrought  600.  The  machine 
is  now  much  improved,  makes  very  little  noise,  and 
as  strong  as  any  press;  weighs  about  5  tons  and 
occupies  a  space  including  tables  of  12  X  9  feet.  The 
largest  size  he  has  made,  platten,  measures  22  X  29 
inches  and  costs  ^^550.  I  also  learned  there  were  two 
or  three  of  the  American  machines  at  work  in  London 
made  by  a  party  there  and  which  had  given  very  fair 
satisfaction — these  you  must  try  and  see,  if  you  return 
that  way.  Clay,  I  may  mention,  has  ordered  a  second 
of  Rich’s. 

I  have  little  room  to  add  more,  and  shall  therefore 
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only  say  that  Father  is  here  with  me  in  good  health, 
and  that  by  a  letter  from  Robert  yesterday  I  learn  that 
Mother  keeps  on  well,  but  that  old  Aunt  Janet  is 
very  low  and  we  may  look  for  a  change  with  her 
soon  or  a  restoration  to  her  former  health.  Matters 
are  not  in  a  very  favourable  state  here,  but  more  of 
this  after.  Meantime  believe  me,  dear  Walter, 

Your  affect,  brother, 

Jno.  Blackie,  June. 


Mr.  W.  G.  Blackie, 
Leipzig. 
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Robert  Blackie  to  W.  G.  Blackie 


Glasgow,  November,  1839. 

Dear  Walter, 

Yours  of  26th  Octr.  has  come  to  hand,  and 
also  yours  of  2nd  Novr.  which  arrived  yesterday, 
by  both  of  which  I  was  glad  to  hear  of  your  welfare. 
Mother  continues  to  improve.  She  is  now  able  to 
be  going  about  the  house,  but  it  is  only  this  week 
she  has  attempted  to  do  so.  She  is  still,  on  account  of 
her  being  confined  to  her  room,  almost  as  much  a 
stranger  to  the  house  as  ever.  Aunt  Janet  has  had 
another  attack  of  palsy.  For  several  days  she  took 
literally  nothing,  neither  could  we  make  out  a  single 
word  she  attempted  to  utter.  She  is  now  slowly 
recovering  and  we  can  make  out  a  little  of  what 
she  says.  Father  left  for  Birmingham  on  Friday, 

and  I  had  a  letter  on  Monday  from  John  who  is 

also  there,  mentioning  his  safe  arrival.  I  expect 

John  home  about  the  end  of  next  week.  It  will  be 

about  three  weeks  before  Father  returns.  Dr.  John¬ 
ston  has  considerably  improved  since  you  left.  He 
is  now  able  to  be  out  every  good  day.  James  Johnston 
is  expected  in  England  daily,  but  as  yet  there  is  no 
word  of  him.  The  Merchants  are  anxiously  looking 
for  the  arrival  of  his  vessel  (the  Imogene)  as  she  brings 
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specie  to  a  large  amount.  It  is  nearly  two  weeks  since 
we  heard  of  Johnnie  Moxon,  he  was  then  improving 
and  able  to  be  going  about  the  house. 

You  seem  to  have  got  settled  in  a  comfortable  place, 
quite  a  snuggery,  and  not  overly  dear  to  be  in  a  hotel. 
Our  furnishing  gets  on  but  very  slowly;  all  we  have 
got  home  is  the  lobby  table  (which  is  very  handsome), 
the  lobby  chairs,  and  the  hat  stand.  The  bookcase  is 
polishing  and  we  expect  it  this  week,  the  chairs  and 
sofas  are  also  polishing  and  will  be  got  on  with  quick 
as  possible.  I  have  got  nearly  all  the  paintings  fox 
Burns  *  now  and  several  of  them  are  at  the  framing  to 
decorate  the  drawing  room,  all  these  tradesmen  move 
miserably  slow — the  house  is  still  quite  in  a  tag-rag 
state.  I  believe  Mr.  H.  Wardrop  has  not  yet  arrived, 
at  least  I  have  not  heard  of  him. 

H.  came  to  the  office  the  other  day  seeking  Mac¬ 
donald,  and  offered  him  an  advance  of  wages  and 
made  many  fair  promises  if  he  would  come  to  them 
to  read,  but  Mac  knew  Brookie  of  old  and  told  H. 
that  he  would  not  go  with  him  on  any  consideration, 
and  that  he  (Mac)  knew  that  no  reader  that  had  ever 
had  any  connection  with  this  house  would  go  with 
him.  At  this  point  Father  stept  into  the  office  and 
caught  H.,  who  looked  rather  a  wee  bit  amazed  when 
he  was  asked  what  he  was  about. 

The  Hebrew  Professorship  being  now  vacant  by 
the  appointment  of  Fleming  to  the  Moral,  there  is  a 
strong  push  for  the  Hebrew  Chair;  the  candidates  are 
Duncan  of  Milton,  Morren  of  Greenock,  Gray  of 
Maybole,  Smith  of  Cathcart,  the  Minister  of  Drum- 

*  See  notes,  pages  32  and  92. 
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blade,  and  two  others  whose  names  I  don’t  recollect. 
I  have  seen  Duncan’s  letter  to  the  Lord  Rector  and 
Senatus  along  with  his  testimonials  and  it  is  quite  a 
curiosity.  After  going  over  a  list  of  languages  and 
books  that  he  has  studied  he  finishes  by  saying:  “  I 
profess  all  Hebrew,  and  am  ready  to  be  examined 
before  any  judge,  Jew  or  Gentile,  in  the  world,  and 
to  read,  parse,  give  the  points  where  they  are  not 
given,  and  assign  a  reason  for  so  doing,  also  to  read 
from  the  English  Bible  in  Hebrew  giving  the  points  ” — 
he  does  lay  it  on  very  thick  and  is  surely  a  very  eccentric 
being. 


i^th  November. 

Mrs.  Fulton  came  from  Rothesay  to-day.  She  says 
Johnnie  Moxon  continues  much  better  as  he  is  now 
able  to  be  out.  She  also  says  that  Baillie  Macindoe 
has  been  appointed  Lord  Provost  of  Rothesay. 

I  remain 

Your  affect,  brother, 

R.  Blackie. 


P.S. — We  have  commenced  printing  the  new  flash 
catalogue  I  mentioned  in  a  former  letter,  and  find 
that  the  last  lot  of  French  types  besides  being  of  a 
different  height  from  the  former  lot,  some  of  the 
same  flower  have  three  different  heights,  the  lowest 
being  the  thickness  of  a  thin  space  lower  than  the 
highest  kind.  They  are  a  terrible  bother  and  all  but 
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useless.  If  you  return  by  Paris  you  could  perhaps 
make  inquiry  concerning  this.  There  is  no  hurry  for 
your  return,  as  we  are  getting  on  very  well  con¬ 
sidering. — R.  B. 
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H6tel  de  Baviere, 

Leipzig,  15^^  November,  1839. 

My  Dear  Mother, 

Yesterday  I  received  the  letter  from  my 
Father  and  Robt.  and  was  happy  to  see  that  you 
were  all  well.  I  have  received  all  the  letters  sent  me 
— their  dates  are  5th,  16,  22,  29  October  and  6th 
Novr.  I  also  received  the  Guardian  for  which  I  paid 
25.  2d.  (I  shall  have  no  more),  and  was  happy  to 
perceive  that  although  the  elections  at  Glasgow  had 
not  turned  out  what  we  could  have  wished  yet  the 
elections  in  England  have  gone  on  splendidly.  It 
shows  the  importance  of  every  one  giving  his  vote 
when  I  say  that  had  I  been  at  home  Mr.  Brodie’s 
majority  would  only  have  been  one  or  perhaps  none. 
The  P[rinting]  Office  is  in  the  3rd  Ward.  I  am  very 
sorry  for  it,  but  it  cannot  be  helped. 

Saturday,  16th  November. 

I  was  interrupted  yesterday  evening  when  writing 
my  letter  by  a  call  from  a  gentleman  to  go  downstairs, 
for,  like  Miss  Bridget  Adair,  I  live  up  three  pair  of 
stair.  I  now  resume.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  business 
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is  still  keeping  good;  if  many  failures  however  take 
place  it  must  soon  have  an  effect  upon  [it].  I  hope 
that  our  Merchants  have  guarded  themselves  so  well 
that  the  failure  of  the  United  States  Banks  will  have 
little  effect  upon  them — if  not  we  may  expect  more 
failures  very  soon.  I  have  written  John  to  London 
three  times,  once  by  Mr.  Wardrop  which  you  have 
received  and  twice  by  post — the  last  letter  however 
would  not  arrive  till  after  he  left  as  it  was  only  dis¬ 
patched  from  this  on  the  3rd  Novr. 

My  Father  speaks  of  me  saying  when  I  expect  to 
leave,  but  at  the  same  time  tells  me  to  do  as  I  see 
best.  By  all  accounts  I  have  yet  received  they  seem 
to  be  getting  on  pretty  smoothly  at  the  P[rinting] 
Office,  barring  some  little  annoyances.  I  may  therefore 
prolong  my  stay  a  little.  I  have  now  been  studying 
four  weeks  and  have  made  a  very  great  deal  of  progress, 
but  before  I  commenced  to  study  under  a  master  I 
must  say  that  very  little  was  done.  It  seems  to  me 
quite  a  chimerical  idea  for  a  person  to  attempt  to  learn 
a  language  quickly  by  merely  hearing  it  spoken — he 
must  conjoin  to  that,  study  under  a  teacher.  I  have 
been  told  that  I  now  speak  better  German  than  some 
of  my  countrymen  who  have  been  here  12  mos.  but 
who  have  studied  very  little.  I  still  however  want 
a  good  deal  to  be  able  to  do  what  I  wish,  that  is  to 
read  a  German  book  like  a  piece  of  English,  therefore 
unless  I  receive  contrary  intelligence  from  home  I 
have  resolved  to  remain  until  I  consider  myself  perfect, 
as  the  journey  is  long  and  I  am  not  likely  again  to  have 
such  a  good  opportunity.  I  have  also  made  considerable 
progress  in  speaking  French  since  I  came  here  and 
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could  now  keep  up  a  conversation  tolerably  well.  I 
am  going  off  at  mid-day  to  Lauchstadt,  a  town  between 
Merseburgh  and  Halle,  about  20  miles  distant  from 
Leipzig.  There  is  a  party  of  a  dozen  going  in  a  post 
coach  with  6  horses  for  the  purpose  of  being  present 
this  evening  at  a  grand  Ball  to  be  given  at  the  opening 
of  some  new  hall.  A  great  many  Dons  are  expected. 
We  return  again  with  our  own  carriage.  I  shall  there¬ 
fore  post  this  letter  before  I  leave,  so  that  I  may  not 
be  past  my  usual  day. 

I  notice  that  the  Cathedral  *  has  come  to  town.  I 
hope  it  will  have  the  success  it  deserves.  McLellan’s 
remarks  are  of  little  consequence.  If  I  mistake  not 
he  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  model;  that  is  as 
far  as  promising  assistance  in  the  way  of  finance  which 
he  took  care  never  to  produce,  and  the  [doubt]  f  occurs 
[whether]  either  Gillespie  Graham  or  any  [other]  person 
[thought]  of  completing  the  Cathedral. 

Unless  I  make  much  greater  progress  than  I  expect, 
I  do  not  think  I  can  well  leave  this  before  Xmas  or 
New  Year.  Of  actual  study  I  have  generally  from 
6  to  8  hours  each  day,  sometimes  more,  that  is  besides 
casual  conversations,  going  to  Theatre  which  is  always 
a  good  lesson,  or  reading  the  papers. 

The  weather  these  few  days  has  been  damp,  I  can 
scarcely  say  rainy,  as  I  hardly  ever  require  an  umbrella. 
It  is  however  mild,  and  I  have  little  doubt  but  that 
in  a  day  or  two  it  will  be  again  like  spring.  I  still 
continue  to  visit  Mrs.  Schultze  once  or  twice  a  week; 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  8. 

t  There  is  a  hole  in  the  original  through  the  seal  having  become 
detached. 
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having  more  to  do  now  than  at  first  my  visits  are  not 
quite  so  frequent.  We  are  particularly  good  friends 
and  I  march  into  the  house  just  as  if  I  had  a  right  to 
be  there  and  am  always  welcome.  My  Father  was 
lamenting  before  I  left  that  I  would  find  no  toddy 
here.  I  can  have  plenty  of  grog,  made  of  5  or  6  dif¬ 
ferent  spirits  in  exactly  the  same  manner  as  we  make 
toddy,  and  also  an  article  which  cannot  be  had  easily 
at  home,  that  is  “  Champagne  Punch  ”.  It  is  Cham¬ 
pagne  Wine  compounded  with  Brandy  and  some  other 
ingredients — a  rather  tipsyfying  dose. 

I  suppose  my  Father  and  [John]  will  be  home  by  the 
time  this  arrives  at  Glasgow.  I  shall  be  looking  for  an 
answer  to  it  three  weeks  hence  or  thereby. 

I  remain 

Your  affectionate  son, 

W.  G.  Blackie. 
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Hotel  de  Bavi^re, 

Leipzig,  30/A  November,  1839. 

Dear  Robert, 

I  wrote  to  John  last  Sabbath  and  your  letter 
of  13  and  14  curt,  arrived  next  day.  I  expected  another 
letter  yesterday  or  to-day,  but  it  has  not  yet  arrived 
— the  post  is  not  quite  so  regular  during  the  winter 
months  as  in  summer.  I  shall  detain  this  letter  till 
to-morrow  evening  (till  I  see  if  any  arrives),  and  send 
it  over  Rotterdam  in  place  of  Hamburg.  I  was  happy 
to  learn  from  your  letter  that  Mother  is  better.  I 
had  no  idea  that  the  attack  had  been  so  severe  as  to 
confine  her  for  any  length  of  time.  I  am  also  happy 
to  learn  that  Aunt  gets  better,  though  it  is  more  than 
in  the  circumstances  could  have  been  expected.  You 
would  perceive  from  my  last  letter  that  I  am  already 
aware  of  the  arrival  of  the  Imogene  apparently  as  soon 
as  you.  I  have  also  seen  a  paragraph  in  the  Berlin 
papers  about  the  Univ.  of  G.  [Glasgow]  which  must 
be  incorrect.  It  says  that  Lord  Egerton  has  been 
re-elected  Lord  Rector  of  the  University  of  Glasgow. 
Sir  J.  Graham  is  only  yet  in  his  second  year,  so  that 
cannot  be.  If  I  recollect  rightly  Lord  E.  is  Rector  of 
M.  or  K.  College,  Aberdeen. 
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I  am  not  much  afraid  of  the  quirks  of  such  humbugs 
as  H.  and  Brookie.  However  I  should  like  to  have 
seen  how  he  looked  when  caught.  Keep  Duncan’s 
testimonials — they  must  be  a  literary  curiosity,  and 
write  Laurent  &  Deberny  that  in  consequence  of  the 
Types  being  of  different  heights  we  cannot  use  them 
and  that  therefore  they  lie  at  their  command  to  be 
sent  where  they  please,  and  let  them  repeat  the  order 
looking  better  after  their  height  to  paper.  Write  in 
English  as  plainly,  simply  and  untechnically  as  possible, 
and  then  let  them  have  it  translated.  Anything  got 
yet  from  Prof.  Wilson?  *  What  length  have  you  got 
with  the  Prayers?  How  does  the  Ency.  and  Lexicon 
advance?  and  has  John  done  anything  towards  the 
Meditations  to  follow  the  Worship?  and  how  does 
Dr.  Boyd  get  on  and  the  Kirk?  I  was  very  glad  to 
hear  that  John  Moxon  was  almost  well  and  also  of  the 
exaltation  of  our  friend  to  the  Provosts  hip. 

I  was  at  a  public  or  rather  a  Club  Dinner  this 
week — there  were  about  140  persons  present.  We 
had  first  the  ordinary  German  Dinner  spiced  with  a 
song  and  short  speeches  between  the  courses,  and 
health  drinking  and  glasses  jingling  “  all  sorts  ”  with 
music,  a  band  of  18  and  deafening;  only  conceive  a 
pair  of  kettle-drums  banging  away  during  dinner  by 
the  way  of  sharpening  the  appetite.  No  such  thing 
as  a  glass  of  the  “  Cratur  ”  to  be  had,  not  even  Brandy, 
but  as  much  wine  as  you  choose  to  pay  for.  I  was  very 
moderate  in  my  potations.  I  had  only  a  bottle  of 

*  Professor  John  Wilson  (“  Christopher  North”)  who  contributed 
the  Essay  on  Burns  to  The  Land  of  Burns.  See  notes,  pages  32 
and  92. 
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Chateau  Lafitte,  a  kind  of  claret — it  is  like  weak  Port — 
and  a  bottle  of  Champagne.  After  dinner  we  com¬ 
menced  to  retire  to  another  suite  of  rooms,  when  some 
of  the  gentlemen  (they  were  nearly  all  Leipzig  Mer¬ 
chants)  seized  the  Chairman  and  pitched  him  from 
hand  to  hand  across  the  tables,  and  then  carried 
him  off  shoulder  high  amidst  a  scene  of  most  in¬ 
describable  confusion — the  band  playing  all  the  while 
— they  stuck  him  on  the  top  of  a  large  press  or  cup¬ 
board  and  there  he  flourished  a  while  with  a  long 
pipe  in  his  fist  (for  by  this  time  f  of  the  company 
were  smoking).  At  length  he  was  pulled  down  and 
carried  to  the  other  rooms,  the  music  following.  Here 
they  danced  or  rather  marched  a  Polonaise,  and  there¬ 
after  numbers  commenced  to  Waltz  round  the  tables. 
Some  played  billiards,  others  cards,  some  read  the 
papers,  and  others  smoked  and  drank  Champagne.  I 
went  there  at  4  p.m.  and  left  at  10,  but  there  was  at 
that  time  no  appearance  of  dispersing. 

I  wish  to  be  informed  if,  when  a  young  man  enters 
a  London  house  such  as  Longmans,  Dulau  or  Black 
with  the  intention  of  learning  the  business  and  of 
remaining,  does  he  require  to  pay  an  apprentice  fee 
and  how  much?  or  about  how  much?  Explanations 
would  only  uselessly  fill  my  paper,  therefore  I  defer 
them. 

If  my  story  about  the  Sabbath  should  be  used, 
notice  to  alter  that  passage  about  the  number  of 
Roman  Catholics  said  to  be  in  Saxony  and  also  the 
gross  population.  I  find  that  my  information  has  been 
incorrect — the  Catholics  being  much  more  numerous 
than  I  have  stated.  The  proper  account  I  have  not 
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yet  found,  as  few  seem  to  know  much  about  the 
matter.  You  will  therefore  either  strike  out  the 
sentence  or  alter  it  so  as  not  to  refer  to  population. 
The  established  religion  here  or  that  which  is  regarded 
by  the  state  is  Lutheranism,  but  the  Royal  Family 
and  many  members  of  Court  are  R.  Caths. — in  fact 
about  Dresden  where  the  Court  is  held  and  being 
the  principal  seat  of  Royalty  the  fashiotiable  religion  is 
Roman  Catholic.  I  should  suppose  however  that 
there  cannot  be  above  half  the  number  that  we  have 
in  Scotland. 


Sabbath,  ist  December,  1839 — 3  p.m. 

No  letter  has  yet  arrived  so  I  must  dispatch  this 
without  waiting  longer.  I  understand  that  “  Little 
Vic’s  ”  Speech  is  in  town  in  GalignanVs  Messenger , 
announcing  her  intended  marriage  with  her  beloved 
cousin. 

Do  not  forget  to  write  regularly.  With  best  wishes 
for  all  at  home  and  respects  to  inquiring  friends,  I 
remain 


Your  affectionate  brother, 

W.  G.  Blackie. 
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Dear  Walter, 


Glasgow,  Sunday  Afternoon, 
ist  December,  1839. 


Yours  of  29th  Oct.  and  1 5th  Novr.  to  Mother 
are  before  me,  and  I  am  glad  to  find  by  their  contents 
that  you  continue  well  and  get  on  comfortably  and 
steadily  in  the  object  of  your  visit  to  Germany.  My 
letter  from  Birmingham,  which  I  presume  you  will 
have  by  this  time,  would  give  you  my  views  as  to  your 
longer  or  short  residence  at  Leipzig,  and  therefore 
I  need  say  nothing  further  on  that  subject.  Your 
absence  is  of  course  felt  in  various  ways  at  the  Printing 
Office,  but  matters  move  on  tolerably  well  and  we 
must  just  do  our  best  with  it  till  you  return.  The 
machines  have  now  been  going  steadily  for  more 
than  a  week,  and  if  they  continue  without  breakage 
will  clear  us  out  of  some  leeway  which  we  have  made 
from  their  standing  so  much  for  some  weeks  or  I 
may  say  months  before.  I  got  home  this  day  week 
and  purposed  having  written  you  for  yesterday’s 
packet,  but  was  interrupted  on  Wednesday  and  it 
was  too  late  after  as  the  vessels  I  find  sail  early  on 
Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  for  Hamburg.  Father  is 
still  absent.  He  will  be  at  Dumfries  to-day  and  be 
home  on  Wednesday  if  he  do  not  go  to  Edinr.  before 
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he  returns,  in  which  case  it  will  be  Saturday  ere  he 
arrives. 

When  at  Manchester  I  took  a  run  out  to  Ashton 
and  saw  Miss  Redfern,  who  was  inquiring  kindly  after 
you.  Her  sister  whom  you  saw  when  we  were  there  is 
married  since  to  an  Independent  Minister  in  Derby¬ 
shire.  Sarah  herself  is  just  the  same  as  when  you  saw 
her.  I  have  promised  to  spend  a  night  with  them 
the  next  time  I  go  south.  Bruce  S.  at  Manchester 
has  married  a  person  older  than  himself,  against 
the  remonstrances  of  all  his  friends — some  money 
was  talked  of  but  there  is  less  than  nothing,  and  so 
Bruce  as  the  completion  of  his  former  follies  has  placed 
himself  in  a  condition  in  which  he  is  debarred  from 
his  friends’  houses,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  for  them 
to  do  anything  for  him.  This  letter  wdll  be  one  of  a 
gloomy  nature,  for  in  addition  to  the  above  unpleasant 
news  I  have  to  intimate  the  death  of  Mr.  Rose’s  little 
boy,  a  fine  child  about  ii  months  old,  and  H.  Fleming’s 
daughter,  the  second  youngest  of  the  family — both 
deaths  occurred  last  week.  Mr.  Granger  and  James 
Baldeston  have  also  both  lost  children  during  the 
course  of  last  month.  In  our  own  immediate  circle  all 
friends  are  well.  Mother  keeps  on  improving  and  was 
out  at  church  this  forenoon.  Aunt  Janet  is  rather 
lighter  than  she  was  8  days  ago,  but  dozes  on  most  of 
her  time,  and  I  think  is  gradually  getting  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  unless  a  favourable  change  takes 
place,  which  we  hardly  look  [for],  she  will  in  all 
probability  be  ere  long  removed  to  that  land  where 
the  wicked  cease  from  troubling  and  the  weary  are  at 
rest.  Miss  Lusk  came  here  from  Saltcoats  yesterday 
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and  will  make  cheerful  company  for  Mother  for 
a  time.  She  desires  her  best  remembrances  to 
you. 

Kemp’s  Model  of  the  High  Church*  is  really  mag¬ 
nificent  and  has  made  a  great  impression  on  those 
who  have  seen  it,  so  that  there  seems  every  likelihood 
that  there  will  be  some  competition  for  the  execution 
of  the  work  yet,  and  in  that  case  he  has  an  excellent 
chance. 

Town  Council  affairs  move  on  smoothly  now  that 
the  Senior  and  Junior  Wranglers  (Douglas  and  Bogle 
Gray),  as  Keddie  facetiously  designated  them,  are 
off  the  field. 

The  part  of  Dobbie’s  Loan  from  Taylor  Street  till 
the  Par.  [Parliamentary]  Road  is  now  in  progress  of 
improvement,  being  straightened,  widened,  and  a 
sewer  run  through  it,  after  the  completion  of  which 
it  is  to  be  causeyed,  so  that  before  the  end  of  winter 
we  will  have  a  good  road  there. 

James  Johnston  has  reached  England  and  will  be 
home  here  in  8  or  lo  days.  Sir  E.  is  much  better  than 
when  I  went  away  and  looks  with  some  anxiety  for 
James’  arrival  in  G.  [Glasgow.] 

21-2  of  F.  W.  [Family  Worship]  and  Part  i2  of 
Golds  [Goldsmith]  f  are  published;  Part  53  Ency. 
nearly  ready,  and  Baxter  all  but  finished  at  press. 
The  Lexicon  gets  on  steadily  in  the  Greek  alphabet, 
though  so  much  cannot  be  said  for  the  Eng. -Greek 
department,  which  moves  but  slowly.  I  mean  now 
to  push  on  the  Bible  with  all  dispatch. 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  8. 
t  Goldsmith’s  Earth  and  Animated  Nature. 
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I  write  this  letter  in  the  Library,  which  has  at 
length  assumed  a  habitable  appearance  and  I  think 
will  prove  a  comfortable  room. 

I  add  not,  but  with  best  wishes  from  Mother,  Bob, 
and  self  remain 

Your  affect,  brother, 

Jno.  Blackie,  Junr. 

Mr,  Bookprinter  (!!)  Blackie, 

Leipzig. 
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Dear  Walter, 

I  wrote  you  on  Sunday  last  and  had  your 
letter  of  date  24th  ulto.  next  morning,  by  which  I 
was  happy  to  learn  that  you  continued  well  and  found 
no  difficulty  in  occupying  your  time.  As  to  the  time 
you  should  remain,  the  progress  of  every  week  or  two 
will  show  what  longer  period  will  be  requisite  to 
your  accomplishing  your  object,  and  unless  something 
unforeseen  occurs,  we  will  try  to  get  on  without  you 
as  we  best  may  so  as  to  allow  you  to  prolong  your 
stay.  I  have  not  learned  anything  about  the  Leith 
vessel,  but  shall  do  so  by  and  by.  Meantime  I  may 
say  that  it  will  probably  be  desirable  that  you  should 
come  via  London,  though  at  the  expense  of  a  day  or 
two’s  longer  time,  and  the  fare  from  L’pool  to  G. 
being  now  12^.  it  will  not  be  much  more  expensive. 
You  were  quite  right  to  get  yourself  up  to  a  con¬ 
versation  point  before  visiting  Brockhaus  or  any  other 
party  of  that  class,  as  you  will  now  be  able  to  turn  an 
introduction  to  some  account.  The  Ball  in  this  respect 
seems  also  to  have  been  of  use  to  you. 

Your  dream  about  Jas.  Johnston  (who  by  the  way 
will  be  here  next  week)  is  rather  a  curious  coincidence. 
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Do  you  know  he  really  has  been  unwell  on  the  voyage 
home,  having  been  laid  up  of  fever  for  20  to  30  days 
after  leaving  Valparaiso?  He  has  now  however  quite 
recovered.  I  saw  Sir  Eben  and  the  rest  of  the  family 
on  Tuesday,  all  well.  Sir  Ben  much  recovered  and  in 
good  spirits.  The  Ewings,  Campbells,  and  other 
friends  here  are  also  well,  and  have  all  been  inquiring 
after  you. 

In  a  business  point  of  view  nothing  particular  has 
occurred  out  of  the  usual  routine.  It  has  been  on  the 
whole  rather  a  slack  week  in  the  warehouse,  and  at  the 
office  all  moves  on  in  a  kind  of  jog-trot  style.  We  had 
a  day  and  half  stoppage  of  one  of  the  machines  from 
the  head  of  a  pillar  giving  way  again — but  all  is  right 
again.  These  frequent  stoppages  are  a  sad  drawback 
on  the  quantity  of  work  which  they  turn  out  and  have 
kept  us  behind  very  much,  and  from  the  uncertainty 
of  their  working  one  can  form  no  accurate  data  of  what 
quantity  of  work  they  will  produce  or  that  we  can 
get  from  them.  As  our  demands  on  them  seem  likely 
to  increase  I  suspect  we  will  require  ere  long  to  order 
one  of  Rich’s  machines  so  as  to  keep  all  easy,  though 
the  outlay  is  very  heavy.  The  Land  *  would  all  be 
published  in  a  month  or  two  if  we  had  the  Professor’s 
article — he  promises  Hoggf  this  next  week  positively, 
and  Burns  during  the  Xmas  recess,  for  the  purpose  of 
writing  which  he  had  promised  to  come  to  Glasgow. 
Nous  verrons.  Prayers  move  on  steadily  but  slowly. 

*  The  Land  of  Burns:  a  Series  of  Landscapes  by  D.  O.  Hill, 
and  of  Portraits.  Descriptive  Notices  by  Robert  Chambers  and  an 
essay  on  the  Genius  and  Character  of  Burns  by  Professor  John 
Wilson  (“  Christopher  North  ”). 

f  See  Appendix,  Note  10. 
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We  now  want  32  portions  in  all  to  complete,  but  one 
of  these  at  present  keeps  us  at  a  standstill  and  from 
finishing  the  23-4.  I  hope  to  have  several  of  these 
defaulters  in  course  of  this  month  and  shall  then  get 
on  swimmingly.  Dr.  Paterson  is  now  at  work  on 
the  skeleton  of  the  companion  work  and  has  got  more 
than  the  first  month  arranged  in  a  very  superior  style, 
so  that  we  will  soon  be  able  to  put  some  of  it  into  hands. 
^  Vol.  13  Ency.  is  out  a  month  ago  and  part  53  is 
nearly  ready,  so  that  it  draws  on  to  a  conclusion  apace. 
Part  12  Golds [mith]  *  is  out  and  the  13th  is  advanced 
at  press,  so  that  this  also  will  soon  be  out  of  hands. 
Ferguson’s  Interest  Tables  will  be  ready  next  week 
and  we  have  hopes  of  a  considerable  sale.  All  the 
copy  of  Part  2  of  Lexicon  is  received  at  Villafield  and 
it  will  be  urged  on  with  all  possible  speed.  70,000  of 
a  Catalogue  of  religious  works  for  the  Mags,  has  just 
been  completed  at  one  of  the  machines.  Thus  I  have 
given  you  a  note  of  how  all  matters  stand.  Business  is 
in  general  very  flat  here  and  in  England  just  now — 
money  scarce  and  all  the  share  stocks  at  a  low  value 
in  consequence.  As  a  whole  we  get  on  tolerably  though 
in  some  districts  we  do  feel  the  result. 

Try  and  learn  something  of  the  best  Historical 
works  for  the  various  Continental  states  and  kingdoms 
that  are  read  in  Germany.  I  have  long  thought  a 
good  Historical  series  would  be  eminently  successful 
— and  the  German  works  may  prove  a  mine  for  such 
an  undertaking— although  doing  anything  in  it  is  yet 
a  distant  look-out.  Still  all  information  will  be  valuable. 
Is  there  any  good  general  Gazetteer  in  German? 

1  Goldsmith’s  Earth  atid  Animated  Nature. 
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Of  Geography  other  than  Gaspan’s?  Chas.  Knight 
has  announced  one  of  the  former  in  3  vols,  large  8vo, 
like  the  Pictorial  England. 

Father  got  home  from  Newcastle,  Dumfries,  and 
Edinr.  on  Thursday  afternoon  in  good  health  and 
found  all  moving  on  fairly.  Spent  an  evening  with 
Dr.  B.  and  Campbell,  all  well. 

Miss  Lusk  desires  her  respects  and  says  she  doubts 
you  will  be  “  terribly  fashioned,  we’re  thinking!” 
Whiles  she  says  she’s  no  free  hersell  as  she  whiles 
thinks  about  you.  Mother  sends  her  respects  to  Mrs. 
Schultze  and  says  if  she  or  hers  come  this  way  she  will 
try  and  repay  the  attention  shown  to  you.  Mother 
continues  very  well.  Aunt  Janet  much  the  same. 
Father,  Bob,  and  self  able  for  work  and  ready  for 
meat,  so  there  is  great  cause  for  thankfulness.  The 
\d.  postage  charged  by  weight  commenced  here  on 
Thursday,  but  there  is  no  alteration  on  the  rate  of 
foreign  letters.  Hoping  to  have  a  letter  from  you 
on  Monday, 


I  am,  dear  Walter, 

Very  affectionately  yours, 

Jno.  Blackie,  Junr. 


Mr.  W.  G.  Blackie, 
Leipzig. 
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H6tel  de  BAVii:RE, 

Leipzig,  ']th  December,  1839. 

Dear  Father, 

I  wrote  to  Robert  last  Saturday,  or  rather  it 
was  dispatched  on  Sabbath  evening.  I  have  not 
received  any  letter  since,  which  has  very  much  sur¬ 
prised  and  annoyed  me.  The  last  I  received  was 
eight  days  past  last  Monday  from  Robert,  dated 
14th  Novr.  I  expected  another  yesterday  eight  days, 
and  another  yesterday  or  to-day,  but  no  appearance 
as  yet.  I  do  not  know  what  to  think  about  the  matter; 
first  I  supposed  it  might  be  heavy  weather  detaining 
the  post,  but  it  is  evident  now  that  is  not  the  case — 
no  letters  have  been  sent,  or  perhaps  payment  has 
been  forgotten  and  consequently  they  have  not  come. 
I  suppose  you  will  be  home  before  this  letter  arrives, 
and  hope  you  will  either  write  or  cause  John  or  Bob 
write  immediately  though  it  should  only  be  a  few 
lines  to  let  me  know  what  is  doing.  We  have  had 
some  snow  here  within  these  few  days  and  also  frost. 
At  present  the  snow  is  upon  the  ground  not  very  deep 
and  the  frost  continues.  I  am  progressing  very  well 
with  my  German  studies — though  it  takes  longer  time 
and  more  trouble  than  I  supposed  before  I  left  home. 
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I  can  now  translate  (English  into  German)  without 
grammatical  errors — but  then  the  construction  of  my 
sentences  is  frequently  not  quite  German  and  fre¬ 
quently  also  I  have  not  made  use  of  the  best  word 
but  these  defects  can  only  be  remedied  by  practice. 

I  can  also  translate  German  into  English  much  more 
easily  than  formerly  but  still  want  a  good  deal  to  be 
perfect.  In  conversation  I  get  on  but  lamely — I 
understand  the  greater  part  of  what  is  said,  but  when 
I  commence  to  speak  it  is  quite  a  different  matter. 

I  have  now  generally  opportunities  of  speaking  every 
day  besides  what  I  do  with  my  master — in  fact  I  speak 
little  English  excepting  at  the  Table  d’Hote.  Every 
time  I  take  up  the  newspapers  I  find  I  have  made 
some  progress,  and  if  I  leave  off  a  book  for  a  few 
days  and  then  take  it  up  again,  I  find  that  in  the 
interim  I  have  improved  and  can  read  it  much  more 
easily.  Some  books  which  when  I  came  I  could  with 
difficulty  make  out  I  now  run  through  with  great 
facility.  But  still  though  I  make  additions  to  my  stock 
of  words,  &c.,  each  day,  there  is  yet  a  great  deal  to 
do.  I  shall  continue  to  fag  away  as  much  as  possible. 
I  have  made  the  acquaintance  of  Dr.  Fliigel,  the 
American  Consul  and  author  of  the  best  English- 
German  Dictionary  we  have.  He  is  very  laborious 
and  has  lately  finished  an  English,  French,  and  German 
Dicty.  of  Commercial  terms,  including  also  Nautical 
terms  and  those  connected  with  the  arts  and  sciences 
— it  will  be  very  useful.  I  shall  order  a  copy  of  it 
before  I  leave  along  with  some  other  books  and  bring 
them  with  me.  I  have  desired  John  in  the  letter  before 
last  to  say  if  he  thought  it  would  be  prudent  for  me 
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to  remain  any  longer  than  New  Year’s  day.  I  wish 
you  would  mention  the  longest  or  the  actual  time 
you  would  wish  me  to  remain  and  I  would  make 
up  my  mind  accordingly.  Whether  there  be  a  vessel 
to  Leith  or  not  I  shall  come  by  Hamburg,  as  I  wish 
to  see  Berlin  on  my  way.  I  mean  next  week  to  set 
about  getting  more  extensively  introduced  to  Book¬ 
sellers,  Printers,  and  others — this  I  have  hitherto 
deferred  as  I  wished  first  to  be  able  to  converse  with 
them.  There  are  three  religious  newspapers  or 
magazines  published  in  Germany,  either  weekly  or 
monthly,  I  am  not  yet  certain  which.  One  in  Berlin 
by  the  Supematuralists,  that  is  the  Evangelicals,  one 
by  the  Rationalists,  that  is  I  think  Dr.  Strauss’  party, 
and  a  third  but  I  do  not  know  the  name  of  the  party 
— two  are  heterodox  and  one  orthodox.  One  or  all 
of  them  might  be  useful  for  us.  There  is  also  a  weekly 
Booksellers’  Advertiser  like  Bent  which  I  shall  order 
unless  you  countermand  it.  I  shall  also  look  after 
Catalogues.  I  am  generally  in  the  theatre  once  or  twice 
a  week.  It  costs  me  i^.;  commences  at  6  p.m.  and 
finishes  about  or  \  before  9,  so  that  it  does  not 
interfere  with  anything.  This  week  I  heard  the  opera 
of  Der  Freischutz)  it  was  very  well  performed.  There 
is  at  least  one  opera  every  week.  Thursday  evenings 
there  is  always  a  fine  concert,  2^.,  but  I  only  go  some¬ 
times — in  fact  I  have  only  yet  been  twice.  It  is  very 
beautiful  but  in  my  circumstances  I  consider  it  a 
waste  of  time,  as  I  do  not  learn  thereby  a  single  word 
of  German.  Whereas  if  I  meet  some  acquaintances, 
of  whom  I  have  now  many,  in  a  Beer  Shop,  a  Cafe  or 
a  Club,  I  can  converse  with  them,  which  they  are 
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always  ready  to  do,  or  hear  them  converse,  and  thus 
both  amuse  and  improve  myself.  I  never  stir  out  of 
an  evening,  however,  before  7  or  8;  and  if  I  should 
happen  to  get  home  before  10,  why  I  just  commence 
again  for  an  hour  or  so.  Remember  me  to  Aunt. 
With  love  for  Mother  and  self,  and  John  and  Robert, 
and  respects  to  all  friends, 

I  remain 

Your  affectionate  son, 

W.  G.  Blackie. 

Sabbath,  9I  a.m. 

There  has  been  a  slight  fall  of  snow  during  the 
night.  No  letter  arrived  yet — ^this  one  must  be  in 
the  post  before  10  a.m. 
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Dear  Walter, 

Robt.  received  yours  of  ist  Dec.  on  the 
1 2th  curt.  We  were  all  glad  to  hear  of  your  welfare 
and  that  you  were  enjoying  yourself  and  seeing 
company. 

Colquhoun  of  Killermont  is  Rector  of  M.  College, 
Aberdeen.  Sir  J.  Graham  was  re-elected  by  a  large 
majority  for  Glasgow.  Lexicon  will  be  finished,  the 
Greek  part,  in  about  3  or  4  weeks.  The  English  will 
be  in  about  6  weeks  after  that,  and  the  Appendix — 
we  do  not  know  what  it  will  contain  but  they  are 
keeping  on  steadily.  No  copy  from  P[rofessor]  Wilson. 
Pt.  [Part]  6  of  the  Prayers  will  be  out  in  about  2  weeks. 
We  have  had  some  stoppages.  It  continues  to  sell. 
Dr.  Paterson  is  getting  on  with  the  plan  of  the  Prayers. 
Dr.  Boyd  has  done  nothing.  The  Kirk  is  getting  on 
very  well.  This  week  the  Commission  has  suspended 
6  or  7  Ministers  of  the  Presbytery  of  Strathbogie  for 
disobeying  the  orders  of  the  General  Assembly.*  It 
is  the  Marnoch  case.  Perhaps  you  will  mind  some¬ 
thing  of  it — it  has  been  a  disputed  case  such  as  was 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  9. 
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in  the  Dunkeld  Presbytery  for  2  years — they  thought 
it  better  to  obey  the  Court  of  Session  than  their 
superior  Courts.  They  will  now  find  the  difference. 
All  seem  to  think  they  have  done  their  duty  let  the 
Civil  Court  do  as  they  please.  The  Dean  of  Faculty 
has  published  a  long  letter  addressed  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  England  taking  a  very  extreme  view 
against  the  Church.  You  would  be  diverted  to  see 
how  Cunningham,  Chalmers,  Dunlop,  and  Candlish 
have  shown  up  the  Dean  to  be  a  very  malicious  enemy, 
in  fact  putting  constructions  upon  the  sayings  and 
doings  of  the  G.  [General]  Assembly  that  depart  from 
what  any  person  could  do  but  a  very  mistaken  man. 
The  Dean’s  whole  drift  is  to  raise  the  English  Bishops 
against  the  Church  of  Scotland  and  so  prevent  any 
moderate  law  being  made  so  as  the  Church  may 
manage  its  own  affairs.  Matters  will  be  brought  to  a 
crisis  very  soon.  Wm.  Brodie  behaved  very  bad  to 
his  father*  and  brother-in-law;  after  they  had,  not 
knowing  he  was  to  be  on  the  Leet,  promised  their 
votes  for  another  party,  he  and  his  friends  pled  with 
them  in  a  very  shameful  manner  to  vote  for  him. 
To  keep  peace  the  old  man  did  not  vote  at  all,  but 
Robert  voted  against  him.  These  are  liberal  men: 
you  must  do  as  I  wish,  seems  to  be  the  doctrine 
observed.  He  is  in  for  the  3rd  Ward.  The  Peel  Club 
Dinner  is  to  be  on  the  23rd  curt..  Lord  Eglinton  in 
the  Chair,  Forbes  [?]  of  Calender,  Croupier.  It  is 

*  Y&thtr-in-law  and  brother-in-law  is  intended,  Mr.  William 
Brodie’s  father,  Robert  Brodie,  having  died  some  years  before 
1839.  I  am  indebted  to  my  cousin  the  Rev.  John  M‘Clure  Brodie 
for  having  drawn  attention  to  this  point  and  provided  the  correc¬ 
tion.  See  Appendix,  Note  13. 
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hoped  there  will  be  a  large  party.  It  is  to  be  in  the 
Trades  Hall. 

We  are  only  getting  home  the  drawing-room 
furniture  this  day,  so  that  the  house  has  never  been 
in  order  till  now.  We  will  have  to  rights  soon.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Monroe  have  got  safe  to  Cape  Breton,  and 
Miss  Roy  is  away  to  some  place  near  Sheffield  but 
has  got  an  offer  to  go  out  to  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  a  good  plan  for  her  to  go  out. 
I  think  the  best  plan  would  be  for  your  friend  to  write 
to  London  about  what  you  want  to  know  as  to  the 
expense  of  a  young  man  going  into  a  wholesale  book¬ 
seller’s.  Mr.  Rose  says  he  has  known  as  high  as  £ioo 
paid  of  a  fee.  Your  Mother  is  keeping  on,  able  to 
be  out  at  times  but  not  sleeping  very  well.  John  is 
at  Edinburgh  to-day  about  some  matters  among 
engravers,  &c.  James  Johnston  is  expected  in  Glasgow 
on  Monday  or  Tuesday.  Ben  is  much  about  as  you 
saw  him.  The  rest  of  the  family  are  well.  There 
has  been  a  good  number  of  Bankrupts  among  the 
Calico  Printers  and  every  appearance  of  trade  being 
bad  among  the  manufacturing  class.  As  yet  our 
winter  has  been  very  favourable,  no  stoppage  of 
outdoor  work.  John  wrote  you  this  day  week.  You 
will  see  from  it  that  we  are  doubtful  it  will  be  necessary 
to  get  another  machine.  We  shall  persevere  a  little 
longer  till  we  see.  For  several  weeks  they  have  been 
all  working  to  lo  o’clock,  but  they  are  beginning  to 
weary  of  it.  Many  are  inquiring  for  your  welfare, 
when  will  he  be  home,  and  so  on.  I  think  John  said 
you  had  better  take  your  own  time.  I  presume  you 
are  only  now  enjoying  the  advantage  of  being  able  to 
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get  information  by  being  so  far  able  to  converse  with 
the  natives.  There  is  nothing  going  wrong,  so  that 
it  does  not  matter  if  you  should  prolong  your  stay 
till  Febr.  or  March  as  you  find  it  most  convenient. 

I  am,  dear  Walter, 

Your  afft.  father, 

John  Blackie. 


Dear  Walter, 

Father  has  taken  nearly  all  my  speech  from 
me  by  his  writing  so  much — he  was  at  York  when  last 
in  England.  Aunt  and  family  are  well.  I  was  at  a 
spree  lately  at  Mr.  Thomson’s.  “  Mr.  Peter  Pater¬ 
son  ”  and  his  young  wife  were  there  of  course;  Mr. 
Peter  is  quite  brisk  on  the  subject,  much  more  so 
than  formerly.  We  had  lots  of  dancing  and  got  on 
as  a  whole  pretty  well.  I  saw  Wm.  Gourlay  yesterday, 
who  informed  me  that  the  Frews  had  got  safe  to 
Adelaide  and  are  much  pleased  with  the  place.  The 
letter  was  written  a  month  after  their  arrival.  Mr. 
Frew  had  been  to  see  his  possessions  of  the  country 
and  was  going  on  building  a  store  at  Adelaide.  Prof. 
Dunbar  on  the  proof  we  received  last  night  had 
marked  “  Made  virtute  ”.  Two  proofs  had  been  sent 
him  at  once,  this  is  the  first  note  of  approbation  from 
him. 

Your  affect,  brother, 

R.  Blackie. 
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H6tel  de  Baviere, 
Leipzig,  \6th  December,  1839. 


Dear  John, 

Your  letter  of  the  ist  curt,  arrived  on  the 
9th,  and  the  one  of  the  7th  this  forenoon,  from  both 
of  which  I  am  happy  to  learn  that  you  all  keep  well. 
I  would  have  written  yesterday  morning  as  usual  but 
I  expected  your  letter  to-day  and  also  I  wished  to 
obtain  information  about  some  other  thing  before  I 
wrote.  As  your  letters  arrive  always  on  Monday  I 
shall  henceforth  most  probably  write  upon  Wednesday 
instead  of  Sabbath.  Cause  my  Father  (or  go  yourself) 
go  to  the  Principal  or  the  Clerk  of  the  University  and 
procure  for  me  a  certificate  that  I  have  studied  four  years 
in  the  U.  [University]  of  Glasgow.  I  was,  1832-3,  Latin 
and  Greek — Ramsay  and  Sandford;  1833-4,  Greek 
and  Private  Logic — Sandford  and  Buchanan;  1835-6, 
Logic — Buchanan;  1838-9,  Moral  Philosophy — Flem¬ 
ing.  My  Tickets  would  answer  the  same  purpose, 
but  they  are  locked  past  and  I  have  the  key  in  my 
pocket,  and  it  would  also  be  difficult  to  have  them 
sent.  Say  that  I  intend  to  use  it  in  a  foreign  University 
— I  will  give  you  more  information  respecting  this 
by  and  by.  Mrs.  Schultze  wishes  very  much  to  get 
a  few  small  books  for  her  two  young  sons,  but  she 
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cannot  get  any  here  of  a  proper  description  and  she 
does  not  know  names  of  books  to  order.  Send  me 
a  list  of  a  few,  not  fairy  tales,  but  such  as  hymn 
books,  prayer  books,  bible  stories,  and  the  like.  The 
oldest  boy  is  about  4  or  5  years  of  age,  a  nice  little 
fellow  with  a  pair  of  splendid  black  eyes.  If 
Martin  could  send  me  a  copy  of  Stackhouse  *  and 
perhaps  Baxter  •f  along  with  it  (for  Mrs.  S.)  thro’ 
Black  &  Armstrong  (I  suppose  they  could  easily  send 
it)  I  should  like  very  well — he  might  also  send  a  few 
Cats  [Catalogues].  But  perhaps  the  time  would  be 
too  long  and  I  would  be  off  before  they  arrived,  which 
I  should  not  at  all  like.  It  might  however  be  tried.  If 
you  do  not  send  express  orders  for  me  to  return  I 
shall  remain  here  till  the  end  of  January.  Mrs.  S. 
says  to  me  sometimes,  “You  ought  to  remain  till 
the  end  of  Feby.;  by  that  time  you  would  be  well 
grounded  and  in  no  danger  of  ever  forgetting  it;”  and 
when  I  plead  necessity  and  business  she  answers, 
“  Well,  if  they  could  do  without  you  the  time  they 
have  done,  they  could  also  do  so  till  then.”  I  often 
wonder  what  you  are  all  doing  both  at  home  and  in 
the  office,  and  sometimes  suppose  that  all  will  be 
going  into  pie,  but  still  I  should  like  if  possible  to 
make  myself  complete  and  shall  endeavour  to  do  so 
as  quickly  as  possible.  I  have  not  yet  had  lessons 
for  two  months  and  in  that  time  my  progress  has 
been  wonderful ! ! !  I  cannot  think  just  now  of  remain¬ 
ing  so  long  away  as  Mrs.  S.  suggests  (tho’  she  is  a 
long-headed  Scotchman);  it  appears  such  an  enormous 

*  Stackhouse’s  History  of  the  Bible. 

t  Baxter’s  Select  Practical  Works. 
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time  to  be  absent  from  business,  though  I  know  very 
well  that  if  I  did  so  I  should  be  able  to  harangue  the 
Congress  of  Vienna  itself. 

I  am  very  happy  to  learn  that  business  still  continues 
pretty  fair — the  prospect  of  requiring  another  machine 
is  cheering,  tho’  the  outlay  will  be  great.  The  Lexicon 
will  pay  it  all.  Tho’  it  is  increasing  the  business  only 
in  stock,  yet  we  cannot  have  money  without  stock. 
I  think  the  Leith  vessels  do  not  sail,  but  I  shall  come 
by  London  to  see  the  machine  again.  It  will  only 
make  a  difference  of  two  or  three  days.  I  hope  the 
Professor  will  hold  to  his  word — it  will  allow  Hogg* 
to  get  out  of  the  way  and  Burns  f  to  have  free  sea-way. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  Kirk  succeeds  so  well. 
I  hope  George  will  yet  be  successful  in  spite  of  the 
treachery  and  ungentlemanly  conduct  of  Archdeacon 
Bauldy. 

To-day  we  have  heavy  sleet — almost  snow  but  not 
much  wind — it  is  what  the  Germans  call  Sau-wetter 
or  Swine-weather — rather  descriptive,  I  calculate.  I 
have  had  a  pair  of  new  boots  made  here — ^they  fit 
me  most  admirably  and  were  as  easy  the  first  day 
as  English  boots  after  a  month’s  wear,  price  izs.  I 
believe  they  won’t  stand  so  long  as  our  own  ones, 
but  a  person  may  have  two  pairs  here  for  one  and 
still  be  a  gainer — footing  boots  75.  ()d.  Black  the 
Bookseller  in  London  has  all  his  hoots  made  here  by 
the  same  person  who  made  mine.  I  think  I  shall 
bring  home  the  lasts. 

As  for  Clergymen  here,  I  have  found  that  there  are 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  10. 
t  See  note,  page  92;  also  Appendix,  Note  10 
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at  most  two  Evangelical  good  ones — they  seem  to 
be  regarded  as  lusus  naturce.  I  shall  however  soon 
find  ways  and  means  to  get  introduced  to  them.  I 
have  seen  two  Booksellers  last  week,  but  have  not 
yet  had  much  conversation  with  them.  I  shall  this 
week  most  probably  see  Tauchnitz*  and  Brockhaus. 
In  Mrs.  Schultze’s  when  we  are  alone  we  speak 
English — ^when  any  person  is  with  her,  which  happens 
frequently,  we  speak  French  or  German. 

I  am  not  certain  whether  this  letter  will  leave 
Leipzig  before  the  i8th  or  not.  I  shall  however  post 
it  to-night  to  give  it  every  chance,  as  I  wish  my  Certi¬ 
ficate  by  return  of  post — now  do  not  forget  it — it  is 
of  some  consequence  to  me  and  will  perhaps  make 
you  smile  by  and  by.  Remember  me  to  Mr.  Rose  for 
whose  loss  I  am  very  sorry,  also  to  Mr.  Bowman, 
Mr.  Auld,  Winning,  and  Mac.  Give  my  love  to  Miss 
Lusk,  and  say  that  I  hope  her  thochts  won’t  disturb 
her  much.  I  am  sometimes  or  indeed  always  “  fashed 
wi’  a  think  ”,  but  it  is  either  about  the  office  or  Canning 
Place  or  my  German.  If  I  dream  of  speaking  it  is 
never  English  but  German. 

“  J’y  pense  quand  le  soleil  se  leve, 

J’y  pense  encore  a  la  fin  de  son  cours; 

Dans  le  sommeil  si  quelquefois  je  r^ve 
C’est  de  I’Allemagne  toujours  ” ! ! ! 

With  best  respects  for  all  at  home, 

I  remain 

Your  affectionate  brother, 

W.  G.  Blackie. 


*  See  note,  page  138. 
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P.S.- — Have  you  received  my  story  on  the  Sabbath? 
I  believe  Mr.  Wardrop  is  home.  I  am  afraid  it  would 
not  do  as  it  was  very  hastily  thrown  together. 
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John  Blackie,  Senr.,  to  W.  G.  Blackie 


Glasgow,  21st  December,  1839. 

Dear  Walter, 

I  duly  received  yours  of  7  curt,  on  Monday 
last  the  1 6th  curt.  We  were  all  happy  to  hear  of  your 
being  in  good  spirits  and  making  progress.  I  find 
that  John  had  omitted  a  week,  before  I  came  home; 
Robt.  had  trusted  to  John  writing  and  he  had  forgot. 
But  I  hope  you  have  received  two  letters  before  this 
reaches  you.  I  have  anticipated  in  my  last  about  your 
stopping  and  John  had  in  his  done  the  same,  so  that 
if  you  find  it  will  be  an  advantage  you  could  delay  to 
the  I  St  of  March  or  thereby.  I  see  very  plain  the 
great  advantage  of  your  stopping  and,  it  not  being  an 
easy  matter  to  take  the  journey  again,  it  is  better  to 
stop  now.  We  have  had  very  little  snow  as  yet.  The 
season  has  been  on  the  whole  very  fine.  It  will  be 
satisfactory  that  you  visit  Dresden  before  returning. 
You  will  be  better  able  to  bring  particulars  from  it. 
In  my  last,  dated  14  curt.,  I  told  you  of  7  Ministers 
being  suspended  by  the  Commission  for  disobeying 
the  injunctions  of  the  General  Assembly.  These  7 
Ministers  have  applied  to  the  Court  of  Session  for 
relief,  as  they  were  obeying  the  Law  rather  than  obey 
their  own  Church  Courts.  The  Court  of  Session 
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yesterday  granted  interdict  against  the  Ministers  who 
were  appointed  to  proceed  to-morrow,  the  22nd,  to 
preach  in  their  various  pulpits  and  announce  to  the 
parish  the  sentence  of  the  Commission.  How  the 
Ministers  will  do  I  know  not,  but  if  they  do  go  and 
preach  in  all  likelihood  they  will  be  sent  to  prison. 
This  is  considered  a  very  unwarrantable  stretch  of 
power,  as  the  Church  was  allowing  that  all  matters  of 
dispute  should  lie  over  till  Parliament  meets  (it  meets 
upon  i6th  Jany.)  and  see  if  the  Legislature  would 
make  a  law  so  as  to  define  the  powers  of  the  Church 
Courts — or  have  them  explained  so  as  each  would 
know  its  own  province.  The  Court  of  Session  has 
likewise  interdicted  a  parish  from  vetoing  a  Minister, 
as  being  not  the  law.  So  we  are  to  have  Ministers 
forced  in  upon  parishes  to  enjoy  the  loaves  and  fishes 
and  have  no  duty.  This  is  a  dreadful  state  of  things. 
There  will  be  petitions  from  all  the  parishes  of  Scotland 
to  Parliament  about  the  Church.  The  civil  power 
never  did  encroach  so  far  as  it  has  done  at  this  time. 
Provost  Dunlop  voted  for  the  suspension  of  these 
Ministers.  Bankier  in  the  Town  Council  last  Thursday 
protested  against  the  Provost  having  voted  as  he  did. 
And  then  we  have  Brodie,  Small,  Hastie,  Macgregor, 
Brand,  Mr.  R.  Dunlop,  in  all  about  121  sign  the  protest. 
This  is  what  I  call  interfering  about  what  they  have 
nothing  to  do  with,  and  at  the  same  time  shows  their 
blind  zeal,  for  my  firm  conviction  is  that,  allow  the 
Court  of  Session  to  go  on,  the  Dissenters  will  come  in; 
for  a  part  of  their  liberties  [is]  being  taken  from  them. 
At  all  events,  no  good  man  having  the  desire  that  God 
should  be  glorified  but  would  rejoice  at  the  prospect 
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of  having  their  Christian  privileges  preserved  un¬ 
impaired,  and  I  trust  that  God  will  in  his  own  way 
bring  all  round  again  for  good.  There  will  be  many 
prayer  meetings  for  that  purpose  on  New  Year’s  Day. 
Dear  Walter,  there  is  no  other  support  but  in  looking 
up  to  God  and  trusting  in  him  for  all  things. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  James  Johnston  arrived  safe 
last  night.  He  is  looking  very  well,  rather  fuller  but 
darker  in  the  complexion.  All  other  friends  are  well 
as  far  as  I  know,  and  matters  are  getting  on  at  the 
Printing  Office  pretty  well.  Your  Mother  is  able  to 
be  going  about  and  on  the  whole  cheerful;  has  frequent 
attacks  of  her  complaint  of  gallstones.  Aunt  is  much 
about  the  same  way.  There  will  be  upwards  of  250 
at  Dinner  on  Monday  of  the  Peel  Club  in  the  Trades 
Hall. 

I  am,  dear  son. 


Your  afft.  father, 


J.  Blackie. 


P.S. — We  expect  a  regular  Court  of  Session  Law 
plea  about  Orr  &  Son’s  account.  We  offered  ^125, 
but  they  seem  to  think  they  will  make  more  of  it. 
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John  Blackie,  Junr.y  to  W.  G.  Blackie 


Glasgow,  21st  December,  1839. 


Dear  Walter, 

Father  has  given  you  most  of  the  recent  news 
in  the  annexed  epistle  and  I  dare  say  gave  you  the 
previous  week’s  in  the  last  letter.  I  have  therefore 
little  to  add  on  general  matters.  The  Printing  Office 
gets  on,  but  we  begin  to  feel  the  want  of  a  regular 
surveillance — for  Auld  although  attentive  as  a  whole 
sadly  lacks  vigour — yet  the  department  we  have 
been  most  plagued  with  is  the  Warehouse,  and 
really  I  think  K.  has  neither  head  to  control  the  boys 
nor  see  that  the  work  is  done  in  an  efficient  manner. 
I  have  had  repeatedly  to  return  work  to  be  pressed, 
which  with  the  accommodation  they  have  should 
not  be  the  case.  We  have  also  had  some  more  stop¬ 
pages  and  breakages  with  the  machines.  Verily 
they  have  been  a  plague — but  they  are  once  more 
to  rights  and  I  trust  will  go  on  for  a  time.  G.  Brown 
however  seems  to  have  no  head-piece  for  under¬ 
standing  any  of  their  important  movements  or  for 
guarding  against  the  accidents.  We  feel  ourselves  so 
pressed  for  work  that  we  seriously  contemplate  ordering 
one  of  Rich’s  machines.  If  his  largest  size  will  print 
the  new  Bible,  one  of  them  will  probably  be  ordered 
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in  course  of  next  week.  More’s  people  who  have  latterly 
been  employed  in  repairing  the  machines  say  that 
several  of  the  complicated  parts  might  be  much 
simplified  and  strengthened  without  impairing  the 
efficiency  of  the  machine,  I  was  truly  glad  to  hear  of 
your  welfare  and  of  your  steady  and  increasing  progress, 
and  though  I  do  not  wish  you  to  leave  a  minute  sooner 
than  you  think  in  all  circumstances  advisable— yet 
your  presence  will  be  welcome  as  soon  as  you  come. 
I  add  not,  but  with  best  wishes  for  your  welfare, 

I  remain,  dear  Walter, 

Your  affect,  brother, 

Jno.  Blackie,  Junr. 


Mr.  W.  G.  Blackie, 
Leipzig. 
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Glasgow,  Saturday,  zSth  December,  1839. 

Dear  Walter, 

We  had  yours  of  16  on  the  26  curt.  We  were 
all  happy  to  hear  you  were  keeping  well.  You  have 
I  hope  before  this  received  my  letter  allowing  you  to 
stop  to  the  end  of  Febr.,  so  that  you  will  see  that  I 
anticipated  Mrs.  S.’s  advice  to  you,  having  no  doubt 
but  you  wdll  benefit  by  stopping.  I  called  upon  the 
Principal  and  got  the  enclosed  Certificate  which  he 
thought  would  be  sufficient  and  I  hope  will  be  of 
service.  Do  not  concern  yourself  about  the  office. 
We  will  do  the  best  we  can  so  as  to  keep  you  going  on. 
In  fact  I  thought  shortly  after  you  went  away  that 
you  would  need  double  the  time  that  was  spoken  of 
before  you  went,  and  now  I  see  you  will  only  be 
gaining  general  information,  when  you  are  able  to 
speak  the  language  freely,  I  am  quite  satisfied  that 
Mrs.  Schultze  is  in  the  right.  I  will  leave  John  to 
write  the  remainder  of  this  sheet.  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  your  Mother  is  keeping  better  and  going 
about.  We  shall  direct  Martin  to  send  the  Baxter  and 
Stack  [house]  first  time  we  are  writing. 

I  am,  dear  son. 

Your  affect,  father, 

John  Blackie. 
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John  Blackie,  Junr.,  to  W.  G.  Blackie 


Saturday  evening,  zSth  December,  1839. 
Dear  Walter, 

Your  letter  came  to  hand  during  my  absence 
at  Rothesay,  whither  I  had  gone  to  bring  up  John 
Moxon  to  spend  a  few  days.  I  am  happy  to  say  he 
is  now  quite  stout  and  well.  I  found  all  our  friends 
there  well,  and  Lady  Betty  came  up  with  me  to  see 
Miss  Lusk  who  is  still  with  us.  We  had  a  nice  little 
dinner  party  in  the  Provost’s,  chiefly  of  old  Granny’s 
friends,  and  it  afforded  an  appropriate  means  of 
concluding  the  day  which  had  been  begun  by  laying 
the  foundation  stone  of  a  Slip  Dock  and  Building 
Yard,  both  to  be  won  from  the  sea.  After  getting 
your  letter  Father  went  to  the  Principal  and  got  the 
enclosed  Certificate,  which  I  trust  will  answer  your 
purpose  whatever  that  may  be.  It  has  however  just 
occurred  to  me  that  Certificates  written  on  the  same 
sheet  from  the  various  Professors  might  have  had  a 
more  imposing  appearance,  and  all  of  them  could  be 
had  save  Sandford’s — if  you  think  this  requisite  it  can 
be  done  yet,  by  your  letting  us  know  by  return.  Little 
of  consequence  has  occurred  since  my  last  on  Saturday. 
We  are  jogging  on  tolerably  well.  I  said  when  I  wrote 
last  that  things  were  not  getting  on  just  so  well  as  I 

117 


John  Blackie,  Junr. 


LEIPZIG 


could  wish  in  the  office,  yet  considering  all  things 
they  get  on  pretty  well  and  I  would  not  have  you 
hurry  on  account  of  them.  Mac  has  handed  a  note 
of  their  progress  with  the  Lexicon  which  I  here  insert. 
“  27  Deer,  at  the  letter  'Y,  word  v-wep,  page  1168. 
Think  the  first  part  will  go  to  about  1230  or  so;  told 
to  stop  the  2nd  part  till  ist  be  ready,  so  got  only  72 
of  2nd  part  or  latter  half  of  letter  C.  Professor  now 
more  complaisant.  Sometimes  the  ist  does  not 
require  to  go  back,  and  once  we  got  the  laudation  of 
‘  Macte  virtute  ’ — so  much  for  old  Foggie.”  At  the 
rate  they  go  on  part  ist  will  be  printed  in  two  weeks 
— and  part  2nd  may  take  six  weeks  or  two  mos.  after 
that.  Among  us  we  will  give  all  the  attention  we  can, 
though  I  suspect  I  must  again  go  to  England  as  I 
have  heard  nothing  from  H.  since  I  was  there  and 
therefore  conclude  it  high  time  to  depose  him — but 
in  this  case  Bob  and  Father  will  be  at  home  and  do 
what  they  can  so  as  you  need  not  hurry  off  sooner 
than  is  desirable.  During  the  prolongation  of  your 
stay,  and  now  that  you  have  mastered  the  difficulties 
of  the  language,  you  may  be  able  to  turn  your  studies 
into  a  channel  that  will  be  otherwise  useful — ^^vhile 
they  tend  to  the  main  end  of  perfecting  you  in  the 
language. 

Father  was  this  week  in  Edinr.  and  saw  Rich’s 
Machines  and  the  man  who  has  been  repairing 
them,  and  reports  that  they  have  had  almost  as 
much  breakages  as  us — in  fact  the  thing  seems 
either  to  be  radically  bad  or  very  badly  made — 
there  certainly  is  too  many  small  and  complicated 
parts  about  them.  He  saw  also  a  machine  of  Rich’s 
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make  and  one  of  Moyes’  in  O.  &  Boyd’s;  but  it 
was  not  going  as  they  had  broken  one  of  the  levers 
in  working  the  heavy  close  form  of  the  Almanack. 
They  however  speak  well  of  it.  A  few  numbers  of  the 
German  Printers’  Journal  came  to  hand  which  contain 
some  new  and  beautiful  specimens  of  ornamental 
letters  from  the  foundry  of  F.  Schoch  of  Augsburg — 
particularly  a  set  of  line  type,  that  enables  squares 
and  mosaic  work  to  be  made  up  in  a  very  effective 
manner — you  may  be  able  to  see  it  at  the  Agents  for 
this  journal  in  Leipzig.  They  accompany  the  ninth 
or  tenth  number. 

As  to  Books  for  Mrs.  S.’s  youngsters,  I  am  some¬ 
what  at  a  loss,  but  the  following  ones  of  a  religious 
and  instructive  class  from  the  Tract  Societies  list 
will  I  think  so  far  meet  her  views.  Boys’  Week-day 
Book,  many  engravings,  45. ;  Britons  &  Saxons  or 
Histy.  of  England  to  the  Norman  Invasion,  i^.  6d.\ 
Border’s  Early  Histy.,  6d.\  Campbell’s  Trav.  in 
South  Africa,  2  at  is.  6d.  each;  Hymns  for  the  Young 
to  commit  to  memory,  ^d.',  Malan’s  Narratives  for 
the  Young,  15.  6d.\  Anecdotes  in  eleven  volumes, 
ij.  ()d.  each;  Interposition  of  Providence — The  Holy 
Scriptures — Christian  Graces — Christian  Conduct — 
Religious  Tracts — Sunday  Schools — Xtn.  Ministers — 
Xtn.  Missions — The  Young,  Social  Life — Admoni¬ 
tions — any  of  these  separately;  Whitecross,  Shorter 
Cat.  [Catechism]  and  Anecdotes,  2s.  (id.',  Parley’s 
Tales  of  Animals,  75.  6d.,  and  some  of  his  other  Tales; 
Watts’  Hymns  for  Children — Geography  of  the  Bible 
• — Select  Psalms  and  Hymns  and  Sup.  [Supplement], 
%d.  each,  containing  500  Ps.  [Psalms]  and  Hymns; 
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Family  Hymn  Book  for  the  Young,  is.  6^/.;  the 
Tract  Society  have  a  capital  selection  of  short  stories 
for  children  at  ^d.,  a  bawbee  each,  extending  to  54 
varieties.  I  might  cull  more  but  I  suppose  this  will 
do  as  a  sample. 

Miss  Allan*  is  here  just  now  and  desires  to  be 
remembered  to  you,  as  does  Miss  Lusk  and  Miss 
Duncan.  Mother  keeps  on  well,  as  are  all  our  friends 
here.  And  now  wishing  you  a  good  New  Year  and 
many  returns  of  the  season, 

I  remain 

Your  affect,  brother, 

Jno.  Blackie,  Junr. 


Mr.  W.  G.  Blackie, 
Leipzig. 


*  Of  Auchenweit,  Ayrshire. 
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Dear  Walter, 

On  this  day  week  we  wrote  you  enclosing  a 
certificate  from  Principal  MacFarlane  of  your  4  years 
studies  at  the  University  of  Glasgow  which  I  hope 
will  reach  you  in  time  as  not  a  day  was  lost.  I  told 
about  7  Ministers  being  suspended  in  the  North. 
Four  of  them  preached  on  the  Sabbath,  a  direct 
contempt  of  the  sentence.  Seven  Ministers  went 
forward  to  preach  and  they  announced  the  sentence 
but  were  interdicted  from  preaching  [in]  the  Church. 
They  preached,  some  of  them,  on  the  roadside  and 
some  in  large  rooms  and  were  on  the  whole  well 
received  by  the  people,  but  everything  has  been 
done  to  keep  the  people  in  ignorance.  But  as  soon 
as  they  were  informed  of  the  true  case  of  the  suspension 
they  began  to  see  their  Ministers  were  wrong.  But 
a  few  at  Banff  got  up  a  meeting  and  made  long  re¬ 
solutions  condemning  the  conduct  of  the  Commission 
and  of  the  Church  at  large.  On  the  same  day,  3  hours 
after,  a  larger  meeting  was  got  up  approving  of  what 
the  Commission  has  done.  The  same  thing  has  been 
done  at  Aberdeen;  but  the  meetings  in  favour  of  the 
Church  will  be  overwhelming.  Meetings  will  be  got 

121 


4th  Jan.,  1840 


John  Blackie,  Senr. 

up  over  all  Scotland  in  course  of  2  weeks.  One  parish 
has  been  interdicted  from  voting.  This  is  one  way 
of  closing  their  mouth,  but  I  am  much  mistaken  if 
the  people  of  old  Scotland  will  submit  to  such  arbitrary 
conduct. 

The  New  Year  has  passed  off  very  quietly.  We 
have  had  some  repairs  done  to  the  engine  and  hope 
all  will  be  going  on  busily  on  Monday.  On  Tuesday 
we  had  up  our  warehouse  men  and  Mr.  Auld,  William 
Small,  and  Macdonald  to  their  supper  when  your 
health  was  drunk  at  applause.  Mr.  Smith  of  Campbel¬ 
town  has  been  selected  to  [?  by]  the  members  of 
Chalmers  Church,  Mr.  Whyte  having  gone  to  Aberdeen. 
I  hear  that  the  Church  Building  Society  will  appoint 
him  accordingly.  This  will  annoy  some  of  the  Relief 
brethren  very  much.  I  leave  room  for  John  to  write 
the  remainder  of  this  sheet.  Wishing  you  many 
returns  of  the  season  and  the  same  to  Mrs.  S.  and 
family.  She  will  be  thinking  about  New  Year’s  Day. 

I  am,  dear  son. 

Your  affect,  father, 

J.  Blackie. 

P.S. — Mr.  Wardrop  came  home  when  I  was  in 
England.  Perhaps  I  may  be  off  to  Aberdeen  before 
this  day  week. 
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Dear  Walter, 

Your  letter  to  Mother  came  to  hand  on 
Monday,  a  day  earlier  than  you  had  calculated  on, 
and  therefore  arrived  in  good  time  to  be  a  New  Year’s 
gift.  We  all  return  our  thanks  for  your  good  wishes 
and  as  we  say  here  wish  “  the  same  to  you  I  am 
particularly  obliged  for  your  particular  wish  in  my 
behalf — as  to  what  may  result  we’s  no  say,  but  I 
shall  be  glad  that  soon  business  enables  you  to  look 
out  for  yourself.  Father  has  mentioned  a  little  merry¬ 
making  we  had  on  Tuesday  night.  They  were  all 
very  happy  and  kept  up  the  affair  till  three  in  the 
morning,  the  latest  Hogmanay  party  we  have  had. 
And  as  is  usually  the  case  with  me  after  any  little 
indulgence  (though  we  were  all  moderate)  I  suffered 
the  penalty  of  my  extra  enjoyment  next  day.  And 
I  now  write  labouring  under  as  severe  a  dose  of  the 
cold  in  my  head  as  I  have  had  for  some  years.  All 
are  otherwise  well  indeed.  Mother  has  been  much 
better  this  week  than  she  was  last.  Miss  Lusk  is  still 
with  us  and  well.  Miss  E.  Duncan  and  Jno.  Moxon 
left  us  to-day.  Miss  Allan  went  off  on  Friday,  so  that 
we  are  nearly  alone  again.  Since  Tuesday  almost  no 
work  has  been  done  at  the  office,  but  we  hope  to  have 
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all  in  good  working  trim  on  Monday.  Some  repairs 
and  cleaning  about  the  steam  engine,  occupied  the 
engineer  and  another  man  here  New  Year’s  day  and 
the  day  following — but  all  is  now  in  good  working 
order  again.  Some  of  the  joints  had  been  very  badly 
made  and  carelessly  put  together  by  Aitken’s  men. 
We  have  sent  a  copy  of  Stack[house]  and  Baxter  to 
Martin  with  instructions  to  forward  to  you  through 
Black  &  Armstrong  if  it  can  be  done  to  reach  by  the 
first  week  in  February,  but  not  otherwise.  They  may 
be  sent  to  Mrs.  S.  after  your  return  if  they  do  not 
reach  before.  Your  account  of  the  management  at 
the  fire  is  somewhat  amusing.  It  appears  they  would 
be  better  of  importing  one  of  our  Glasgow  firemen 
to  drill  them  into  a  system  of  management.  I  trust 
you  will  have  had  as  much  pleasure  at  your  second 
Ball  as  you  had  at  the  first  one.  We  had  snow  last 
week  and  a  little  frost,  but  all  is  off  again  and  the 
weather  quite  mild.  This  however  we  cannot  expect 
to  continue. 

The  state  of  your  progress  by  the  latter  part  of  this 
month  will  determine  you  as  to  your  remaining  over 
February  or  no,  but  I  think  you  should  at  all  events 
make  up  your  mind  to  be  home  by  beginning  of 
March.  This  would  require  you  to  leave  off  study 
by  middle  of  Feby.  and  have  a  fortnight  to  visit 
Dresden  again,  stop  at  Berlin  and  reach  home. 

The  Catalogue  you  mention,  if  like  the  London 
one  containing  only  the  name,  size  and  price  of  the 
works,  will  I  doubt  be  of  little  use,  but  if  it  has  in¬ 
formation  about  any  number  of  them  in  the  way  of 
a  cat.  raisonnd  it  would  be  valuable. 
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We  have  not  ordered  the  other  machine  yet,  as 
we  are  anxious  to  see  what  impression  both  machines 
will  have  on  our  work,  now  that  we  trust  they  are  in 
a  condition  to  go  on  steadily  for  a  time,  but  really 
trusting  to  them  is  like  trusting  to  a  broken  reed.  If 
our  demands  however  continue  I  think  the  other 
must  be  got — but  we’ll  ca  canny. 

I  add  not.  Love.  Best  wishes  from  all  here 
including 

Your  affectionate  brother, 

Jno.  Blackie,  Junr. 

We  are  to  have  the  penny  postage  on  inland  letters 
on  the  loth  current. 
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W.  G.  Blackie  to  John  Blackie,  Junr. 


Hotel  de  Baviere, 
Leipzig,  yth  January,  1840. 


Dear  John, 

I  received  your  letter  of  28th  ult.  yesterday 
and  was  happy  to  learn  that  you  were  all  well.  The 
Certificate  also  came  safe  and  is  quite  good  for  the 
purpose  intended.  Perhaps  in  my  next  letter  I  shall 
give  you  more  information  respecting  its  use.  I  shall 
remain  here  just  as  short  time  as  possible,  as  I  am 
wishing  very  much  to  see  what  is  going  on  in  the 
Printing  Office.  I  shall  however  allow  the  Queen  to 
get  her  Man  before  I  leave.*  I  saw  Graves  the  Print- 
seller  from  London  last  Monday.  He  has  come  over 
for  the  purpose  of  having  a  Portrait  of  Prince  Albrecht 
taken  in  order  to  have  it  engraved.  As  I  mentioned  in 
my  former  letter  I  went  to  a  Ball  last  Tuesday  evening. 
Mr.  Wrankmore  accompanied  me — he  met  there  a 
German  whom  he  did  not  care  about  and  who  spoke 
capital  English.  As  I  wished  some  fun  I  told  Mr.  W. 
that  for  the  evening  I  was  determined  to  understand 
no  English  and  to  speak  none.  Well  the  German  came 
up  and  I  spoke  German  to  him — he  spoke  English,  but 

*The  allusion  is  to  the  impending  marriage  (Feb.  loth,  1840) 
of  Queen  Victoria  to  Prince  Albert. 
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this  I  pretended  not  to  understand.  He  subsequently 
asked  Mr.  W.  who  I  was  and  he  answered,  do  you 
not  see  that  he  is  a  Swede}  Accordingly  when  W. 
and  I  spoke  we  made  a  noise  which  the  fellow  believed 
to  be  Swedish.  We  trotted  him  out  very  nicely  in 
the  course  of  the  evening,  and  so  thoroughly  convinced 
was  he  that  he  proffered  to  teach  me  German  if  I 
would  teach  him  Swedish.  We  were  drinking  some 
toasts,  so  to  keep  up  the  illusion  I  proposed  Stock¬ 
holm.  A  day  or  two  afterwards  he  met  Duncan  the 
Engraver  to  whom  we  had  related  the  farce  and 
mentioned  that  he  had  met  Wrankmore  at  a  Ball 
along  with  a  Swede  whom  he  wished  very  much  to 
find  out.  Of  course  this  was  matter  of  good  amuse¬ 
ment  to  all  parties.  Last  week  I  was  invited  by  Baron 
Speck  Sternburg  to  the  Gewandhaus  Ball  which  came 
off  yesterday  evening.  It  is  the  finest  Ball  of  the 
Season — that  is  all  the  nobs  of  this  here  place  are 
present.  I  did  not  dance  any.  We  supped  about 
10 J  and  I  came  home  at  i  a.m.  In  general  at  the 
Balls  here  you  may  ask  any  lady  you  please,  to  dance 
with  you — but  at  the  Gewandhaus  you  cannot  do  so 
unless  you  are  introduced  to  the  lady.  To  none  of  the 
Balls  here  can  tickets  be  had  by  all  and  sundries — 
you  must  be  introduced  by  a  member,  and  at  supper 
you  must  sit  beside  him  and  consequently  generally 
sup  at  his  cost.  The  price  of  tickets  is  generally  2s. 
to  2s.  6d.  and  you  pay  for  what  you  have — but  then 
generally  none  but  a  member  is  permitted  to  pay, 
so  that  the  like  of  me  in  these  cases  come  off  Scot 
free.  In  fact  an  invitation  to  a  Ball  of  the  sort  is  the 
same  as  if  you  were  invited  to  the  house. 
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I  am  happy  to  think  the  Lexicon  is  drawing  near  a 
close — as  for  the  old  humbug  he  ought  to  have  been 
well  enough  pleased  long  ago. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  little  Johnny  is  quite  better. 
I  suppose  by  the  time  my  letter  arrives  he  will  be 
back  to  school.  The  Building  Yard  and  Slip  Dock 
will  rather  be  a  new  feature  in  the  “  guid  toon  o’ 
Rothesay  ”,  and  I  suppose  it  is  another  feather  in 
the  cap  of  the  Provost. 

My  attention  has  been  so  much  occupied  learning 
the  German  that  I  could  never  settle  my  mind  as  yet 
to  make  any  translations,  but  I  shall  see  before  long 
what  can  be  done.  I  have  been  digging  away  con¬ 
siderably  at  my  large  Grammar  since  I  last  wrote 
and  think  it  will  be  of  very  considerable  use  to  me. 
I  shall  be  able  by  means  of  it  to  study  the  different 
dialects  of  the  German  when  I  have  more  time — such 
as  the  Swiss,  Schwabish,  &c.  I  can  now  speak  better 
German  than  either  Mr.  Storrow  or  Mr.  Wrankmore, 
both  of  whom  have  been  here  from  12-18  mos.  I  am 
reading  portions  of  various  works  by  various  authors 
so  as  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  different  styles. 
Some  I  am  able  to  read  very  easily,  others  again  which 
have  long  complicated  sentences  I  find  difficult.  But 
I  am  now  getting  into  condition  to  work  my  way 
through  a  sentence  of  an  8vo  page  in  length.  It  is  no 
joke,  I  can  tell  you — but  then  the  manner  is  quite 
German,  so  I  must  learn  it. 

Miss  Grant,  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Schultze’s,  was  here 
last  week  from  Dresden  and  desired  along  with  Mrs. 
S.  to  send  her  compliments  to  Mother.  She  is  a  very 
pleasant  good-natured  young  lady  of  about  25 — not 
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extraordinarily  beautiful,  but  with  a  very  pleasant 
countenance.  I  think  I  mentioned  on  a  former  occasion 
that  I  had  seen  her  in  Dresden.  It  is  now  getting  on 
towards  12  o’clock  so  I  must  tumble  into  bed,  so 
that  I  may  be  able  to  get  up  early  to  re-attack  The 
Vicar  of  Wakefield.  I  am  now  going  to  translate  it 
upon  a  different  system — not  to  make  a  bare  trans¬ 
lation,  but  to  give  the  sense  and  throw  two  or  three 
sentences  into  one  long  one — ^this  is  to  teach  me  the 
German  method  of  using  parenthetical  sentences  of 
which  they  are  sometimes  very  fond.  I  can  translate 
the  Vicar  now  very  readily,  and  the  other  day  I  wrote 
a  letter  of  20  lines  and  only  required  to  look  in  the 
Dictionary  for  one  word. 

Remember  me  to  all  at  home,  not  forgetting  Miss 
Lusk  if  she  is  still  with  you. 

I  remain 

Your  affectionate  brother, 

W.  G.  Blackie. 


P.S. — My  respects  to  Miss  Helen  Ewing  and  I  am 
very  sorry  I  shall  not  be  home  in  time  to  send  her  a 
Valentine  this  year.  She  had  better  in  these  circum¬ 
stances  send  word  to  Matthew  and  most  likely  he 
will  willingly  send  her  one.  And  to  Miss  Ewing — 
that  as  the  gloves  here  are  very  dear  she  must  buy 
those  which  she  owes  to  Mr.  Allan  at  home.  We 
have  hard  frost  and  a  few  inches  of  snow.  The  ice 
will  most  likely  be  bearing  to-morrow  for  the  third 
or  fourth  time  this  season. 
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De.\r  Walter, 

Yours  of  ist  curt,  was  received  this  day.  We 
were  all  happy  to  hear  of  your  enjoying  yourself 
and  we  suppose  in  good  health.  It  is  very  pleasant 
to  be  hearing  every  week  and  a  history  of  the  week’s 
proceedings.  You  are  seeing  some  things  that  would 
be  strange  to  us,  so  much  for  the  customs  of  different 
countries.  I  hope  in  the  midst  of  all  you  are  not 
overlooking  your  duties  to  God  and  the  peace  and 
comfort  of  your  own  mind.  Be  very  attentive  to 
these  matters  and  you  will  be  blessed  in  all  your 
ways  being  in  a  continual  dependence  upon  God. 

There  are  several  large  meetings  have  taken  place 
for  petitioning  Parliament  on  the  Church  question. 
Parliament  meets  upon  the  i6th  curt. 

I  leave  home  to-morrow  for  Dundee,  Aberdeen, 
and  Inverness;  will  be  away  for  3  weeks  or  thereby. 
We  hope  to  have  copies  of  Lexicon,  the  ist  part,  sent 
to  Edinburgh  in  about  2  weeks.  They  have  orders 
for  that  part  of  the  work.  They  do  not  know  you 
are  away. 

I  am,  dear  son. 

Your  affect,  father, 

J.  Blackie. 


131 


John  Blackie,  Junr. 


LEIPZIG 


\ith  January,  1840. 

Dear  Walter, 

Father  in  the  above  note  has  adverted  to  the 
receipt  of  yours  of  31st  and  ist  and  to  his  leaving  for 
the  North.  He  went  off  yesterday  for  Stirling,  and 
by  penny  post  I  have  this  morning  a  note  intimating 
his  safe  arrival  there.  The  machines  have  been  again 
in  the  doctor’s  hands  for  some  little  matters,  but 
are  convalescent  and  have  been  so  for  most  of  this 
week,  but  truly  they  are  a  perfect  plague  and  I  am 
sure  they  have  stood  nearly  as  long  as  they  have 
wrought  since  you  went  away.  To-day  I  have  an 
answer  from  Rich  about  one  of  his  machines — which 
he  says  will  be  sufficiently  large  to  print  28  X  20, 
the  surface  of  form  of  the  proposed  Bible,  and  that, 
of  the  last  5  he  has  made,  none  had  given  way  in  any 
part  and  only  i  in  the  last  ii,  and  that  if  any  part 
gave  way  from  a  fault  in  strength  of  material  within 
six  mos.  he  would  supply  a  new  casting  any  time 
within  six  mos.  He  cannot  promise  to  have  one 
ready  for  us  sooner  than  the  beginning  of  May.  I 
have  sent  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  Father  and  wait  his 
reply  previous  to  ordering  it.  I  know  not  that  we 
may  have  work  for  it  for  a  time,  but  better  have  one 
of  them  or  a  press  idle  occasionally  than  be  kept 
back  as  we  have  been.  When  you  return  through 
London  you  will  of  course  see  Rich,  and  also  some  of 
his  machines  at  work.  I  should  also  wish  you  to  see 
Harrison  at  Fishers.  He  may  give  you  some  infor¬ 
mation  that  will  be  useful,  and  I  am  not  sure  but  he 
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could  make  himself  worth  even  the  high  salary  he 
named  at  the  office,  providing  you  found  other 
occupation  than  to  [be]  continually  on  the  spot  your¬ 
self.  Auld  is  perfectly  useless  as  regards  hurrying 
anything  forward.  J.  McKerrow  has  been  off  for  a 
considerable  time  with  rheumatism.  We  have  got 
no  one  in  his  place  yet,  but  must  do  so  shortly.  We 
have  just  got  23-4  F.  W.  and  Part  53  [?  Goldsmith] 
finished.  Whitelaw  is  to  resume  his  post  in  the  Ware¬ 
house  next  week  with  the  view  of  accelerating  Ency. 
and  winding  up  Goldsmith — which  is  now  drawing 
on  to  a  conclusion.  I  have  just  to-day  got  a  sort  of 
outline  drawn  up  for  a  volume  on  Vegetables  and 
hope  to  get  Dr.  Rhind  of  Edinr.  to  undertake  the 
compilation  * — if  followed  up  on  the  plan  we  have 
drawn  up  will  I  think  make  a  very  interesting  and 
popular  volume.  I  had  a  letter  yesterday  from  Mr. 
Maitland,  Aberdeen,  intimating  that  the  Non-intru- 
sionists  there  have  resolved  to  start  a  newspaper  for 
the  advocacy  of  their  principles,  as  all  the  papers 
already  on  the  field  are  ultra  moderate  and  intrusionists, 
and  they  are  anxious  we  could  establish  a  printing 
office  at  Aberdeen  and  print  only  or  print  and  publish 
for  them.  We  cannot  however  interfere  with  it — yet 
if  we  had  an  active  man  to  take  the  management  on  a 
salary  and  percentage  on  the  profits  I  think  we  could 
have  furnished  the  most  of  what  would  be  required 
from  the  old  material  of  Villafield  and  thus  turned  dead 


*  This  work,  Rhind’s  Vegetable  Kingdom,  was  published  before 
the  close  of  1840.  Copies  of  it  were  in  request  during  the  Great 
War  (1914-18)  on  account  of  the  full  treatment  given  to  medicinal 
plants. 
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stock  to  account.  Father  will  hear  more  of  it  when  he 
reaches  A.  [Aberdeen]  and  then  nous  verrons! 

You  seem  to  be  very  merry  with  your  Balls  and 
parties — ’tis  well  to  take  pleasure  along  with  study — 
and  these  meetings  will  introduce  you  somewhat  to 
German  manners.  The  Tree  Scene  must  have  been 
amusing  and  ridiculous,  and  you  seem  to  have  taken 
pennyworth  of  the  dancing.  The  latter  part  of  your 
letter  reminds  me  to  say  that  the  Orrs  have  this  week 
offered  to  take  j^i64(!!)  in  full  of  account;  we  have 
however  adhered  to  our  offer  of  ^i2S  interest 
and  now  wait  the  result.  If  we  are  dragged  into  a 
plea  I  think  we  shall  beat  them,  but  I  think  they  will 
think  better  of  the  matter  and  take  our  offer.  By  a 
letter  from  Martin  I  learn  that  Black  &  Armstrong 
have  a  parcel  weekly  for  Leipzig,  so  you  may  expect 
through  it  a  copy  of  Stackhouse  &  Baxter  for  Mrs.  S. 
in  about  a  fortnight  or  perhaps  less  from  receipt  of  this, 
as  it  will  have  left  by  steamer  this  week.  Your  next 
letter  will  inform  us  of  the  receipt  of  your  certificate 
and  if  it  will  answer,  and  the  purpose.  You  should 
try  and  attend,  if  you  have  not  done  so  already,  some 
of  the  lectures  in  the  University.  Sir  Ben  and  J.  &  L. 
and  all  their  friends  are  well,  as  are  we  here,  save 
Miss  Lusk  who  has  got  her  side  bruised  by  falling 
back  on  the  steps  of  the  bed  and  it  threatens  to  trouble 
her  a  good  deal. 

Your  Grammar  is  ponderous,  like  other  productions 
of  the  Germans.  If  you  had  it  on  your  finger  ends 
you  would  surely  [be]  au  fait  in  the  language.  What 
of  the  volume  of  Poetry?  Is  there  anything  in  it  that 
will  do  for  our  purpose?  I  was  at  Drews  at  a  very 

134 


LETTERS 


11th  Jan.,  1840 


pleasant  party  on  Thursday  evening  and  have  an 
invitation  to  one  in  Mr.  Brock’s  for  next  Friday. 
Mr.  Wm.  Sommerville  is  here  just  now  and  was 
inquiring  for  you;  they  are  all  well  at  home.  Mr. 
Langmuir  has  been  unwell  but  is  recovering,  and  the 
Blacks  and  Campbells  are  otherwise  well  like  the 
Ewings. 

I  add  not  but  am  with  best  wishes 

Your  affect,  brother, 

Jno.  Blackie,  Junr. 

Have  settled  Murdoch  &  Aitken’s  a/c,  so  this 
burden  is  off. 
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W.  G.  Blackie  to  John  Blackie,  Junr. 


H6tel  de  BAVii;RE, 
Leipzig,  i\th  January,  1840. 

Dear  John, 

I  received  yours  of  4th  curt,  yesterday  and 
was  happy  to  learn  that  all  were  well.  As  my  Father 
will  probably  be  from  home  I  write  again  to  you. 
I  have  determined  to  leave  this  for  Berlin  the  19th 
Feby.  so  that  I  will  reach  London  on  the  28th  or  29th 
Feby. — meantime  before  that  I  shall  visit  Dresden, 
it  is  only  a  four  hours’  ride  by  the  Railway.  All  your 
letters  arrive  on  Monday.  You  therefore  write  your 
last  letter  so  as  to  arrive  here  Monday  17th  Feby. 
I  yesterday  dispatched  my  Certificate  along  with  a 
Latin  letter  to  the  University  of  Jena  requesting  a 
degree.  I  expect  for  answer  that  I  will  require  to 
send  a  Latin  Essay  and  a  sum  of  money — if  so  good, 
I  shall  thereupon  become  Doctor  of  Philosophy — if 
however,  which  I  do  not  expect,  I  shall  be  requested 
to  set  out  for  Jena  and  show  myself  and  answer 
questions,  then  the  affair  is  all  over.  I  have  been 
living  here  not  in  the  most  economical  manner  in 
the  world — and  the  money  has  been  going  off  much 
faster  than  I  anticipated  and  much  faster  than  I 
relish.  If  I  obtain  the  degree  it  will  cost,  all  expenses 
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included,  about  ^i8 — in  that  case  I  shall  draw  for 
on  Mr.  Martin — if  I  do  not  obtain  the  degree, 
^30  will  suffice.  I  have  mentioned  this  just  now 
that  I  may  not  take  Martin  by  surprise.  I  shall  not 
draw  before  the  end  of  next  week — so  that  if  you  think 
proper  you  have  time  to  send  the  money  to  him. 
The  sum  is  perhaps  greater  than  I  may  require,  but 
I  think  it  better  to  have  £10  too  much  than  £2  too 
little.  I  have  been  thinking  of  a  plan  by  which  you 
might  easily  pick  up  a  little  French  if  you  choose  to 
set  your  mind  to  it.  Get  Mr.  Macdonald  to  lend  you 
Levizuc’s  Grammar  and  get  him  over  to  give  you 
two  or  three  lessons  every  week  in  the  rudiments  of 
the  language — when  I  come  home  I  will  do  what 
I  can  in  addition — a  few  months  such  training,  with 
a  little  additional  polishing  from  Mr.  Brard,  and  you 
would  know  French  pretty  tolerably. 

I  have  been  with  Tauchnitz  *  to-day  for  i|  hours. 
He  is  a  very  pleasant  gentleman  and  was  formerly  a 
preacher — but  never  placed — he  is  still  quite  a  young 
man.  I  think  I  shall  get  a  good  deal  of  information 
from  him  on  various  subjects.  He  mentioned  to  me 
Neander’s  General  Church  Histy.  8  vols.  are  published 
in  Berlin  which  brings  it  down  to  the  Crusades.  I 
have  also  seen  some  other  less  considerable  Book¬ 
sellers.  To-morrow  I  shall  call  upon  Dr.  Volkmann 
— he  is  I  understand  the  President  of  the  Missionary 
Society  here,  so  I  should  think  one  of  the  best  sources 
of  information  on  religious  subjects.  But  if  you  were 
here  you  would  be  apt  to  think  that  religion  was 
“  far  to  seek  and  ill  to  find  ”.  At  this  season  when 

*  The  founder  of  the  Tauchnitz  publishing  house. 
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it  is  cold,  in  a  church  which  will  contain  3-4000 
sitters  I  have  seen  as  many  dozens.  I  have  seen  the 
ladies  sewing  and  knitting  of  Sabbath  evening,  and 
the  gents  playing  cards  and  billiards.  Balls,  &c.  are 
quite  common.  But  really  after  all — it  is  much  better 
the  people  should  go  and  drink  coffee  and  have  a 
dance  of  a  Sunday  evening — than  do  as  in  England 
and  even  at  home,  spend  the  day  or  the  evening  in  the 
alehouse. 

There  is  a  son  of  Appleton  the  Bookseller  in  N.  [New] 
York  *  here  learning  German  and  Bookselling.  He  is 
about  18  or  19  and  rather  pleasant.  We  had  a  game 
of  chess  together  this  afternoon.  The  people  tell 
me  here  that  I  am  becoming  fat  and  I  am  almost 
inclined  to  believe  it — for  my  eating  is  good  and  my 
work  is  almost  an  amusement.  Mention  in  your  next 
letter  where  Rich’s  machines  are  to  be  seen.  I  think 
two  days  will  suffice  for  London.  The  Elbe  is  frozen 
up,  so  that  the  steam  vessel  starts  from  Cuxhaven 
instead  of  Hamburg — but  I  must  go  to  the  one  before 
the  other.  An  old  boy  here  with  whom  I  am  slightly 
acquainted,  but  with  whose  daughter  I  am  better 
acquainted,  named  Gerhard  has  taken  it  into  his  head 
to  translate  Burns  and  he  has  succeeded  amazingly. 
Some,  such  as  Tam  Glen,  My  hearfs  in  the  Highlands. 
and  Logan  Braes  are  beautiful;  others  of  course  are 
not  so  good,  but  as  a  whole  it  is  a  very  respectable 
performance.  He  was  quite  delighted  to  hear  that  a 
Scotchman  had  spoken  well  of  them.  I  have  not 
seen  him  since  but  have  no  doubt  of  getting  easily 
into  his  good  graces,  as  he  is  very  vain  of  his  per 

*  D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  Publishers,  New  York. 
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formance — this  I  mean,  to  do  so  far  as  to  procure 
an  invitation  from  him  to  a  Mask  Ball  which  takes 
place  soon.  The  frost  has  been  very  severe  since  I 
last  wrote,  but  not  any  great  quantity  of  snow — two 
days  ago  we  had  i6  degrees  of  cold,  Reaumur’s  Glass, 
— now  it  is  not  so  cold  and  more  pleasant.  Fuel  is 
very  dear  here — I  think  my  fire  costs  nearly  I5.  a  day. 

Remember  me  to  all  at  home,  not  forgetting  Miss 
Lusk  if  she  is  still  with  you.  Do  you  mean  to  say 
that  you  are  now  getting  fashed  wi’  a  think? 

I  remain 

Your  affectionate  brother, 

W.  G.  Blackie. 

15  Jany. — Frost  still  continues,  but  not  so  severe 
as  yesterday. 
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Dear  Walter, 

Time  you  see  flies  on  apace,  the  better  half 
of  this  month  is  already  gone,  and  so  the  time  that 
you  will  have  at  present  to  remain  in  German  Vater- 
land  draws  near  to  a  conclusion.  I  formerly  spoke 
of  your  leaving  by  the  middle  of  February,  but  in 
this  you  can  be  guided  by  circumstances,  as  a  two 
weeks  more  will  make  very  little  difference  here,  if 
you  think  it  will  benefit  you  where  you  are.  Since 
I  last  wrote  there  is  very  little  of  importance  has 
occurred  save  a  proposition  to  establish  a  printing 
office  in  Aberdeen ! !  and  for  what  purpose,  you  will 
say — why,  to  print  a  newspaper  about  to  be  started 
in  the  Church  interest,  and  to  support  the  principles 
of  the  non-intrusionists  who  have  no  organ  in  the 
North.  You  will  I  dare  say  think  this  a  somewhat 
extravagant  proposition  and  in  some  respects  it  is  so 
— but  as  we  have  a  large  lot  of  old  material  in  types 
fit  for  a  newspaper  and  plenty  of  jobbing  letter  to 
spare,  I  think  we  shall  entertain  it — at  least  I  will 
consult  Auld  on  Monday  as  to  the  materials  that 
can  be  spared,  and  if  there  is  enough  and  we  can 
find  a  party  to  manage  it  and  give  us  no  trouble  we 
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will  entertain  it.  We  are  to  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  concern  save  print,  and  there  are  several 
influential  parties  connected  with  it  who  are  likely 
to  make  the  paper  permanent,  especially  as  both  the 
Constitutional  and  Herald  are  in  bad  odour.  Should 
this  arrangement  be  gone  into  it  will  redd  your  hand 
of  a  lot  of  the  Villafield  material  and  half-wore  stuff. 
I  have  arranged  this  week  with  Dr.  Rhind  of  Edinr. 
to  get  up  a  volume  on  the  Vegetable  Kingdoms  as  a 
companion  to  Goldsmith  and  to  be  ready,  i.e.  part 
one  by  the  time  that  work  is  finished,  so  this  will  add 
a  half  to  it  as  it  will  now  be  24  parts  in  all  instead  of 
16.  This  is  a  spec,  but  I  think  as  it  will  not  only 
sell  as  a  companion  to  Goldsmith  but  as  a  work  by 
itself  it  cannot  fail  to  be  at  least  a  paying  one  if  not 
a  very  successful  concern.  My  calculation  is  that 
Editing,  Plates,  &c.  will  cost  about  ^^75  p.  part.  This 
will  take  3000  to  pay — but  many  of  the  cuts,  &c. 
I  will  bring  into  ploy  afterwards  in  another  form, 
just  as  I  have  a  plan  on  the  tapis  now  for  doing  with 
the  cuts  of  Goldsmith. 

I  have  written  a  letter  which  I  mean  to  send  to  Rich 
to-night  containing  an  order  for  one  of  his  surface 
machines.  This  will  be  a  heavy  outlay  and  one  we 
could  dispense  with  if  the  other  machines  would 
work  regularly;  but  as  this  cannot  be  depended  on 
and  as  their  frequent  stoppages  have  kept  us  back 
materially,  I  think  it  better  to  incur  the  expense  and 
so  be  in  a  position  not  only  to  get  our  own  work  forward 
but  do  something  other  ways  should  it  offer  or  you 
be  able  to  get  it.  He  promises  to  have  it  ready  by  the 
beginning  of  May.  I  am  anxious  also  to  have  it  for 
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the  big  Bible,  as  there  is  not  that  certainty  of  register 
with  the  others  which  I  would  wish  to  see  maintained 
in  it  and  which  is  indeed  requisite  to  enable  us  to 
compete  with  the  Oxford  folks  and  others  by  the  way. 
Cooke  the  engraver  informed  us  that  Fisher  has  some 
Bible  plates  in  hands  from  the  same  subjects  as  some 
of  ours  but  on  a  smaller  scale.  Doubtless  they  have 
some  scheme  in  view  whether  they  have  heard  of 
ours  or  no,  but  it  behoves  us  to  be  in  the  field  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Your  letter  of  yth  came  to  hand  on  Wednesday 
evening,  and  I  am  glad  to  find  you  continue  to  enjoy 
yourself — and  continue  in  good  health.  Surely  some 
folks  are  very  fond  of  the  portraits  of  Kings,  Queens 
and  Princes,  that  the  printsellers  should  make  such 
exertions  about  them.  This  week  we  have  had  Leslie’s 
picture,  of  the  Queen  receiving  the  Sacrament  after 
the  Coronation,  here  in  Finlays  and  it  has  been  visited 
by  some  thousands — a  very  show  concern,  but  I 
think  wants  all  that  solemn  and  still  religious  feeling 
we  are  wont  to  attach  to  solemnization  of  that  rite. 
Moon  however  is  to  engrave  it  in  mezzotinto,  size 
4  feet  by  2 — price  of  prints  to  be  ;(^i2,  i25. ! ! !  Though 
it  contains  forty  portraits  yet  I  think  it  very  dear. 

The  evening 'at  the  Grandhouse,  as  I  englify  the 
name,*  would  be  worth  seeing,  as  you  can  by  it  judge 
something  of  German  or  rather  Leipzig  high  life. 
I  suspect  however  your  German  of  the  previous 
evening  will  find  you  out. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  the  result  of  your  Certificate. 

*  Probably  the  writer’s  playful  rendering  of  the  German 
Gewandhaus. 
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I  suppose  you  are  in  quest  of  some  German  title 
different  from  that  of  “  well-born  Gent  The 
Ewings  are  all  well,  save  Andrew  who  occasionally 
hangs  his  lugs  a  little,  and  James  who  is  at  present 
laid  up  from  work  by  a  severe  cut  on  the  back  of  his 
hand.  The  Johnstons  are  also  well  and  all  inquire  after 
you.  Father  is  in  Aberdeen  just  now,  and  well.  Mr. 
Allan  goes  to  supply  one  of  the  vacant  parishes  in 
Strathbogie  for  two  weeks,  so  that  Father  will  have 
little  of  him  this  time.  Miss  Lusk  still  with  us  and 
well.  Bob  is  at  Auchenweit  at  the  Ball  and  will  be 
home  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday.  I  recollect  nothing 
else  of  consequence  at  present  but  remain,  dear  Walter, 

Yours  very  affectly. 

Jno.  Blackie,  Junr. 

We  think  of  moving  if  we  can  get  another  house, 
but  it  is  doubtful  if  we  will  get  one  better  than  we 
have.  When  I  last  wrote  I  thought  that  in  this  letter 
I  should  have  announced  the  completion  of  a  bargain 
for  the  house  and  garden  next  Dr.  Black’s  at  the 
head  of  Taylor  Street,  but  some  valuator  has  put 
it  into  their  head  that  the  ground  is  worth  or  will 
soon  be  worth  gs.  p.  yd.  or  qy.  more  than  the  Taylors 
ask  for  it,  and  as  there  are  upwards  of  4000  yds.  this 
put  an  end  to  the  matter.  Last  year  had  we  known  we 
might  have  got  this  house  to  rent  and  most  likely 
could  have  bought  it  for  about  ^1000 — they  now 
value  it  at  ;^25oo ! ! — J.  B.  Jr. 
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Dear  Walter, 

Having  no  Bank  post  at  hand  to-night  I 
write  on  a  common  sheet,  which  however  will  I  think 
be  under  the  rate  of  a  single  letter  on  your  side  as  it 
is  here.  We  have  had  a  succession  of  storms  for  a 
week  past,  and  had  a  particularly  severe  one  on 
Tuesday  which  has  done  considerable  damage  to  the 
shipping,  and  I  suppose  has  prevented  the  Hamburg 
packets  from  reaching  London  in  the  usual  course  as 
I  am  without  a  letter  from  you  this  week. 

Since  I  wrote  last  there  has  been  nothing  material 
in  a  business  point  of  view — at  the  office  both  machines 
have  been  standing  nearly  the  whole  week — the  first 
two  days  for  want  of  paper;  and  since,  the  one  getting 
in  the  new  head,  the  old  one  having  given  way  just 
after  they  began  to  work,  and  the  other  getting  an 
apparatus  fitted  up  to  supersede  the  springs,  but  which 
after  it  is  up  will  not  I  am  afraid  answer  the  purpose. 
They  have  been  a  constant  source  of  trouble  and 
annoyance — so  that  I  am  now  the  more  pleased  at 
the  step  taken  last  Saturday  in  ordering  the  other. 

We  had  some  plates  this  week  from  Cooke  for  Bible, 
very  beautiful — but  he  informs  us  that  Fisher  has 
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in  hands  Bible  plates  some  of  them  the  same  subjects 
as  ours — only  about  i|  inches  less  in  surface — so 
that  we  are  to  have  some  sort  of  opposition  here  and 
must  exert  ourselves — and  had  Gibson  been  well  in 
advance  with  copy  we  could  soon  have  been  in  the 
field,  but  he  gets  on  very  slowly,  and  I  am  afraid  will 
keep  us  back  materially.  However  the  comps  will 
set  to,  tooth  and  nail,  on  Monday.  I  find  that  very 
little  work  is  done  in  the  mornings  at  the  office  from 
Auld  not  being  there — only  the  press  room  goes  on 
steadily — so  that  I  doubt  you  will  find  a  defalcation 
in  the  result  from  your  absence,  but  this  cannot  be 
helped. 

I  had  a  letter  from  Father  to-day;  he  is  at  Huntly 
with  Mr.  Allan,  who  is  there  supplying  one  of  the 
Parishes  in  Strathbogie  of  which  the  Minister  is 
suspended,  and  will  remain  till  Monday  when  he 
proceeds  to  Inverness.  He  has  made  a  very  good 
arrangement  anent  the  printing  concern  at  Aberdeen 
I  wrote  you  of  in  my  last.  Cornwall,  the  manager 
and  printer  for  the  Constitutional,  has  agreed  to  leave 
them  and  commence  for  himself  with  the  printing  of 
the  new  paper — so  that  this  relieves  our  hands,  at 
which  I  am  very  glad — and  he  will  take  whatever 
of  the  old  founts  we  have  that  he  thinks  will  suit, 
along  with  anything  else  we  may  have  to  spare. 

Father  reports,  the  folks  in  Huntly  and  that  district 
as  alive  to  the  subject  of  non-intrusion,  and  I  may 
say  the  whole  country  is  up  in  commotion  on  the 
subject.  Meetings  are  being  held  in  every  burgh 
and  almost  every  Parish  in  the  country,  and  the  tables 
of  Parliament  will  be  completely  covered  and  loaded 
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with  the  various  petitions.  Brougham,  as  was  to  be 
expected  in  accordance  with  his  decision  in  the 
Auchterarder  case,  has  thrown  down  the  gauntlet, 
which  he  will  not  find  the  Church  backward  to  pick 
up  and  to  stand  on  defence. 

So  much  for  general  and  business  matters.  As  to 
home  affairs  I  may  report  Father  well  on  his  journey 
— Mother  as  being  only  so  so.  She  had  a  severe  attack 
of  the  spasms  on  Thursday  night,  but  has  been  easy 
since,  only  as  usual  very  yellow.  Aunt  Janet  much 
in  the  same  state,  health  tolerable  but  mind  sorely 
shaken — she  does  not  know  us  or  cannot  name  us  at 
times,  yet  seems  able  in  some  measure  to  follow  what 
is  read  to  her.  The  Ev/ings  are  well,  save  Andrew 
who  is  rather  poorly  again.  The  Johnstons  much  in 
their  usual  way.  Ditto  the  Frews.  John  is  laid  up 
to-day  with  swelled  face  from  cold  caught  by  riding 
outside  of  mail  from  Carlisle  on  Thursday  night. 
Campbells  well.  I  was  last  night  at  a  fine  party  in 
Mr.  Brock’s — a  dance  and  supper  which  was  kept 
up  till  three  o’clock.  I  came  off  at  half-past  two. 
William  Brodie  is  here  to-night;  they  are  all  well — 
and  Bob  left  all  well  at  Auchenweit  Wednesday 
morning.  Miss  Lusk  still  with  us,  and  well,  and  next 
week  we  expect  two  of  the  Macindoes  up  on  a  visitation. 

I  am  now  beginning  to  weary  very  much  for  your 
return,  and  though  I  do  not  wish  to  hurry  you,  am 
anxious  you  should  be  back  with  the  least  possible 
delay.  I  presume,  except  the  few  days  you  may  devote 
to  Dresden  and  Berlin,  you  will  not  delay  otherwise 
your  journey.  Two  or  three  days  at  most  will  do 
you  in  London,  and  36  hours  will  then  bring  you 
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here.  I  trust  by  this  time  you  will  be  in  possession 
of  the  books  for  Mrs.  S.  All  here  desire  best  remem¬ 
brances  to  you,  in  which  I  join  and  conclude  by 
subscribing  myself 

Your  affect,  brother, 

Jno.  Blackie,  Junr. 


Mr.  W.  G.  Blackie, 
Leipzig. 
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Dear  Walter, 

Yours  of  14th  ulto.  only  came  to  hand  last 
night — the  continued  storms  I  suppose  having  pre¬ 
vented  the  packet  from  sailing — but  we  were  all 
beginning  to  get  anxious  to  hear  of  you.  From  your 
arrangements  in  leaving,  this  will  be  the  last  letter 
but  one  which  I  will  have  to  write  you  at  present  to 
Leipzig.  I  have  nothing  of  importance  to  com¬ 
municate  since  my  last.  Matters  move  on  much  as 
usual,  though  this  has  been  rather  a  flat  month  of 
business,  particularly  the  last  two  weeks,  and  the 
presses  seem  now  gaining  on  us  which  they  have  not 
been  able  to  do  for  some  months  past.  There  will 
likely  however  be  a  start  again  now  that  business 
generally  is  looking  up  and  that  the  day  is  lengthening. 
I  regret  to  say  that  we  have  had  another  breakage  of 
the  machine  yesterday — the  large  pinion  wheel.  I  do 
not  I  think  exaggerate  when  I  say  that  they  have  not 
gone  more  than  half  their  time  since  you  left,  if  so 
much — in  fact  the  engineers  have  never  been  a  week 
out  of  the  place.  It  is  a  great  pity  that  we  had  got  one 
of  Rich’s  machines  when  we  ordered  the  second  one  of 
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these.  It  would  just  have  been  £'^00  or  more  saved, 
as  I  am  inclined  to  think  if  we  had  the  new  machine 
these  would  get  leave  to  stand.  In  fact  at  the  rate  they 
have  been  going  on  they  will  take  as  much  to  keep 
them  up  as  to  work  them,  but  by  attention  you  may 
be  able  to  improve  the  matter  after  your  return. 
You  will  see  two  at  work  at  Mr.  Clay’s,  Bread  St.  Hill; 
Rich’s  machine  is  the  one  you  saw  in  Moyes’,  and 
City. 

The  last  proof  of  Part  first  Lexicon  was  sent  the 
Professor  this  day,  so  that  it  will  be  out  of  hands 
next  week.  Very  little  however  is  done  to  Part  2, 
but  when  all  the  hands  get  on  it  they  will  not  be 
long  in  pushing  it  through.  You  would  require  to 
get  something  if  possible  to  take  its  place,  otherwise 
there  will  be  a  shortcoming  of  work  for  the  hands 
after  it  is  out.  In  this  I  suppose  you  must  trust  to 
Providence. 

Father  is  at  Inverness.  He  is  to  leave  on  Monday, 
but  unless  there  has  been  open  weather  since  Wednes¬ 
day  in  the  North  he  must  return  via  Aberdeen — business 
there  moves  on  slowly  but  steadily  towards  improve¬ 
ment. 

You  had  better  make  memorandums  of  the  infor¬ 
mation  you  get  from  Booksellers  or  others,  else  you 
will  be  unable  to  recollect  half  of  it — but  I  suppose 
you  will  be  doing  this.  I  have  heard  of  Neander’s 
Ch[urch]  Histy.  as  a  work  of  great  repute,  but  think 
there  is  another  which  a  party  here  once  spoke  of  to 
me  and  from  the  two  proposed  to  make  a  new  work. 
You  will  of  course  keep  in  mind  the  Bible  prints 
while  at  Dresden  and  Berlin.  The  translations  of  Burns 
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which  you  refer  to  must  be  a  curiosity.  Some  of  his 
pieces  I  should  however  think  would  be  beyond  the 
comprehension  of  any  foreigner. 

I  am  glad  you  have  made  Appleton’s  acquaintance. 
We  have  had  considerable  transactions  together  and 
are  likely  to  have  more.  Dr.  Boyd  is  busy  at  work  on 
Adam’s  Grammar,*  and  I  purpose  writing  to  them 
about  taking  a  set  of  plates  as  the  work  is  much  used 
in  the  States. 

We  had  Provost  Macindoe  with  us  part  of  two  days 
this  week.  All  well — we  expect  the  young  folks  up 
next  week  for  a  time.  Miss  Duncan  was  also  with  us 
for  a  night. 

I  have  never  touched  on  general  news,  as  I  presume 
you  see  it  all  before  my  letters  could  reach  you — but 
you  will  see  that  by  an  immense  majority  the  Commons 
have  reduced  Prince  Albert’s  allowance  to  ^30,000. 
Ministers  must  feel  this  keenly,  and  doubtless  the 
Queen  will  not  be  quite  pleased.  The  Debate  which 
has  been  going  on  this  week  on  the  vote  of  want  of 
confidence  would  most  likely  terminate  last  night. 
Colquhoun  and  Sir  James  Graham  made  splendid 
speeches  on  the  Conservative  side — the  former  one 
of  the  most  masterly  summaries  of  the  state  of  our 
foreign  commercial  relations.  You  can  well  conceive 
it  must  create  a  sensation  in  the  commercial  districts. 
They  (the  Ministry)  will  doubtless  have  a  small 
majority,  though  some  of  their  usual  supporters  who 
have  declared  their  want  of  confidence  will  have  diffi¬ 
culty  in  showing  that  their  vote  is  an  honest  one  now 
if  given  in  their  support.  To-morrow  will  show  the 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  1 1 . 
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result.  It  is  really  amazing  that  in  the  face  of  all  their 
tergiversation  and  inefficiency  the  country  will  continue 
to  tolerate  them. 

We  have  been  advertising  for  another  house  in  this 
quarter  but  without  success — unless  one  on  the  north 
side  of  Richmond  Street,  end  of  the  Street  next 
Montrose  Street,  be  found  to  suit.  The  accommodation 
would  answer  well,  but  I  suspect  the  proprietor  will 
be  asking  too  much  for  it,  as  it  has  been  in  the  market 
for  some  time.  I  will  know  something  definite  about 
it  on  Monday. 


Sunday  Evening,  2nd  February. 

This  is  the  first  time  I  have  had  to  stop  before  I 
filled  the  sheet,  but  as  nothing  of  material  importance 
to  you  occurred  to  me  last  night  I  thought  it  better 
to  allow  this  to  remain  unfinished  till  this  evening, 
I  hinted  in  the  foregoing  that  the  weather  has  been 
stormy.  We  have  had  heavy  winds  and  a  considerable 
quantity  of  snow,  but  little  frost.  To-day  has  been 
quite  mild  and  open,  with  rather  a  tendency  to  frost 
this  evening.  On  Thursday  night  we  had  a  splendid 
non-intrusion  meeting  in  Hope  Street  which  was  only 
concluded  between  12  and  i  morning.  On  Friday 
the  operatives  met  for  the  same  purpose,  but  were 
prevented  proceeding  by  the  house  being  packed  by 
the  Chartists.  This  is  a  sample  of  liberty. 

Mother  has  had  several  attacks  of  the  spasms  from 
gallstone  of  late,  and  for  this  week  past  has  been 
very  ill  with  the  shaking,  but  she  is  able  to  be  on 
foot  every  day.  The  long  continuance  of  bad  weather 
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and  the  close  confinement  in  consequence  is  I  think 
much  against  her.  Miss  Lusk  is  well  and  still  with 
us.  Mother  is  much  better  for  her  company.  Andw. 
Ewing  has  been  very  so  so  for  two  or  three  weeks 
past,  has  been  mostly  in  the  house  and  had  on  several 
blisters  for  his  cough — he  will  have  to  rusticate  for 
part  of  the  summer  again.  Sir  E.  Johnston  has  been 
very  unwell  again — he  had  a  slight  attack  of  paralysis 
two  weeks  ago — but  is  now  much  recovered  tho’  weak, 
and  the  state  of  his  throat  forbids  much  talking  to 
him.  Otherwise  our  friends  are  well. 

I  am,  dear  Walter, 

Very  truly  yours, 

Jno.  Blackie,  Junr. 

W.  G.  Blackie,  Esq.,  Phil.D.  U.J.!! 

I  am  now  busy  at  work  with  the  La.  [large]  Bible 
and  hope  to  have  almost  a  part  set  and  cast  by  the  time 
you  get  home — in  fact  if  I  can  get  copy  fast  enough  I 
will  publish  about  the  beginning  of  April.  We  have 
now  ten  plates  either  finished  or  within  a  fortnight  of 
being  so. 


153 


^  ■  r 


..  «»|^--Vf3 


italic'  «  ^ 


'Yl'iiWi'Vw^IhW^icjlT^  “iCi/  jic^!^  %Ci<3lU»/'fJii^.‘^<-  r*i' 


^Qtuff  yfA-.^»<>irfi  1  w*  •  X-  mj^ 


’i.^1 


M 


tt*?t<fW  't/.Vb’^ali.  > 


jt'.-  “  '  .■  *■ 


.  .i?r*--  * 


■,.c^ 


C-fiii  V  • 


>1  -v'n 


--1^,  -  ""r  ">  ■  ti Tvt»S  .^icss^J% ■•  •"  'S 


?^  -  .^•- 


fiV 


'^•~£>  >*'.  Kv  tv,/ 


„...'S|C-,*^-^ 


-  i 

.  -■-;'  'oi;y^.  >5^-  ••'i  -  v»'^jP<>fc3.  vt^'V’lO^ 

r'/'T^r.  •  «-ift»i^‘;  i  '  •^";.  i*  tV 

^  >-  ti>  '»  ?*■>  ^»  v’f' 

.*(r'5f  •  'AtT-t 


*  <  '  ^  .0^,“^  '  ^  tsfc'i? 


-I  C4  ^  _ 

iil- "'  -I 


'  '  r  '  -A.-  V  *  -'.  ■  ’i'>r’j^iif|Br  ' 

'  ■’'  ‘  ■■  X'  ■  ’  '♦  •  ^-.v; 


J-' ‘  "*^^ 


•/m- 


*»' . 


"'  »i  ^  ' 


.'ll  ■,  ■■v.‘i4ii^  . 

'  'I.. '^^'.-^«,i»n  ! 


.1' 


ilk^i  .w .  .j 


W.  G.  Blackie  to  John  Blackie,  Junr. 


Hotel  de  Baviere, 
Leipzig,  February,  1840. 

Dear  John, 

Your  letter  of  the  25th  ult.  arrived  yesterday, 
and  I  was  happy  to  learn  from  it  that  you  are  all 
pretty  well.  I  have  written  quite  regularly,  with  the 
exception  of  twice,  I  think,  lately  [when]  I  was  a  day 
later  than  usual,  so  that  if  the  letter  has  not  arrived 
it  must  have  been  lost.  I  am  very  happy  that  you  have 
ordered  a  new  machine;  from  the  doleful  account  of 
the  health  of  the  others  this  step  seems  to  have  been 
absolutely  necessary.  I  am  happy  to  think  that  the 
people  are  alive  on  the  subject  of  non-intrusion;  they 
ought  to  agitate  till  Patronage  is  wholly  done  away 
with,  and  they  ought  to  have  it  done  away  with  in 
spite  of  Lord  Brougham  or  any  other  Lord  on  the 
face  of  the  earth.  I  think  you  are  quite  as  well  not 
to  have  any  direct  interest  in  the  printing  concern  at 
Aberdeen.  It  would  have  been  attended  with  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  and  very  likely  at  last  have  been  more 
cost  than  profit,  it  being  very  difficult  indeed  to  find 
a  person  who  will  manage  a  concern  of  that  kind 
properly  so  far  away  from  the  Master. 
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From  my  previous  letters  you  will  now  know  my 
movements.  I  intend  to  be  in  London  Monday  24 
Feby.,  and  if  a  vessel  leaves  L’pool  on  Wednesday 
evening  the  26th  I  shall  endeavour  to  meet  her  as  I 
have  very  little  to  do  in  London.  I  have  relinquished 
the  idea  of  going  to  Berlin,  as  I  am  now  so  anxious 
to  get  home  that  I  should  only  be  worrying  myself 
all  the  time  I  might  be  there.  In  fact  I  would  almost 
feel  inclined  to  leave  sooner,  but  I  cannot,  and  for 
this  reason.  My  dispatches  for  Jena  will  not  be 
ready  before  the  end  of  this  week.  Of  course  I  cannot 
get  an  answer  till  sometime  next  week  when  I  doubt 
it  will  be  too  late  for  me  to  get  off  for  the  Wednesday 
vessel  from  Hamburg.  Moreover  on  the  i8th  the 
finest  Mask  Ball  of  the  season  will  come  off  and  I 
should  like  amazingly  to  see  it.  Wrankmore  and  I 
have  resolved  if  we  can  get  proper  dresses  to  appear 
as  Pickwick  and  Sam  Weller,  I  being  Pickwick.  We 
will  also  endeavour  to  get  some  of  the  Englishmen  or 
Americans  here  to  perform  Winkle,  Snodgrass,  and 
Tupman,  “  mais  nous  verrons  ”. 

(N.B. — Pickwick  is  almost  as  well  known  here  as 
in  England.  It  is  reprinted  here  both  in  English  and 
German.) 

Last  evening  there  was  a  Mask  Ball  here  of  the 
second  or  third,  or  it  may  be  fourth  rate  quality,  but 
of  course  good  enough  to  afford  a  gentleman  some 
amusement  altho’  he  could  not  dare  to  take  a  lady 
with  him.  I  had  never  seen  a  Masquerade,  so  Wrank¬ 
more  and  I  resolved  to  go.  Mr.  W.  expected  to  see 
some  others  of  his  acquaintances  whom  he  wished 
to  trick.  We  went,  he  in  a  green,  I  in  a  black  domino, 
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both  with  masks  and  each  of  us  one  of  my  red  night¬ 
caps — in  addition  I  put  my  travelling  handkerchief 
round  my  neck.  We  did  look  comical  geniuses.  We 
amused  ourselves  very  well  and  after  unmasking 
stalked  about  with  our  red  night-caps  on.  The  dresses 
of  many  of  the  company  were  very  good,  but  no 
attempt  at  playing  character  of  any  kind.  There  were 
a  number  of  horrible-looking  Scotchmen — Highlanders, 
but  they  did  not  even  understand  English,  so  of  course 
they  coudna  tell  me  whar  they  cam  frae — it  would 
have  taken  the  legs  of  the  whole  of  them  to  have  made 
one  good  pair.  I  go  to  dine  to-morrow  with  Mr. 
Tauchnitz,  and  I  think  it  very  possible  I  shall  have 
the  same  with  Mr.  Brockhaus  one  of  these  days. 
Eight  days  ago  we  had  a  great  deal  of  high  wind  and 
storm  here,  most  likely  about  the  same  time  that  it 
visited  you.  I  have  not  yet  received  the  books,  but 
expect  them  in  course  of  the  week.  I  am  going  to  the 
Erholung  in  a  few  minutes  to  see  Galignani*  and  the 
Preussische  Staats  Zeitung,  where  I  expect  to  see  the 
results  or  at  least  some  of  the  Debate  on  Bulwer’s 
Motion  of  the  28  ult.  I  perceive  the  Parliament  have 
awarded  Prince  Albert  ^^30,000  p.  annum — it  ought 
to  be  quite  sufficient.  But  I  do  not  exactly  agree  with 
the  Suffolk  people  as  set  forth  in  their  petition 
presented  by  Lord  Brougham  —  it  is  quite  laugh¬ 
able. 

Remember  me  to  all  at  home,  even  to  Miss  Lusk 
if  she  is  now  and  then  “  fashed  wi’  a  think  ”. 
Also  to  the  Macindoes  if  they  are  still  with  you 
— certainly  it  is  a  great  honour  to  receive  a  visit 

*  Galignani’ s  Messenger. 
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from  the  Provost’s  family,  even  at  intervals  of  two 
years. 

I  remain 

Your  affectionate  brother, 

W.  G.  Blackie. 

Wrankmore  is  like  Father  Murphy  here,  “  Damnatus 
bonus  socius  ”. 

P.S. — I  have  just  now  read  a  skeleton  of  the  Debate 
of  28th  and  the  commencement  of  that  of  the  29th. 
Colquhoun’s  speech  must  have  been  a  targer.  I 
should  like  to  have  read  a  complete  report.  I  shall 
wait  with  anxiety  for  the  paper  to-morrow  evening. 
If  an3rthing  very  extraordinary  occurs  during  the  night 
I  shall  note  it  in  the  morning  before  dispatching  this 
letter. 

5  Feb. — A  fine  morning.  My  Essay  for  my  degree 
is  on  “  Secundus  Visus  ”,  Second  Sight.  I  shall 
retain  a  copy,  so  that  when  I  come  home  you  also 
may  have  a  “  Second  Sight  ”  of  it. 
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Glasgow,  ^th  February,  1840. 

Dear  Walter, 

Since  I  wrote  you  on  Saturday  last  your 
letter  of  22nd  ulto.  to  Father  and  that  of  28th  to  self 
and  Mother  have  both  come  to  hand,  and  we  are  all 
glad  to  find  that  you  continue  well,  and  we  now  look 
forward  to  your  soon  joining  us  again,  quite  content 
at  the  determination  you  have  made  to  come  direct. 
We  are  also  happy  to  learn  that  your  application  has 
been  favourably  received  at  Jena;  it  may  be  of  use 
afterwards.  Martin  writes  us  to-day  that  he  has 
uttered  your  draft  on  him,  that  would  be  on  Wednes¬ 
day. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  you  would  enjoy  your  visit  to 
Retsch;  it  is  something  to  have  been  in  the  company 
of  such  a  man.  The  prints  you  speak  of  from  the 
Prophecies,  if  good,  may  be  of  use.  The  Striking  the 
Rock  we  have  seen  and  rejected,  though  it  is  a  fine 
print.  The  others  may  come  of  use. 

My  last  would  inform  you  of  the  turn  the  newspaper 
office  had  taken,  and  it  is  still  in  statu  quo.  Some  of 
our  surplus  commodities  may  be  disposed  of  to 
Cornwall.  We  have  had  catalogues  with  fancy  French 
Borders  in  all  the  magazines;  they  have  created  a  sort 
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of  sensation — about  120,000  of  the  two,  one  religious 
works  and  the  other  miscellaneous,  have  been  sent 
afloat — and  must  do  some  good;  indeed  we  yearly 
begin  to  feel  more  and  more  the  advantage  of  this 
general  advertising.  There  is  no  fear  of  the  engine 
being  competent  for  all  the  work  we  shall  likely  want 
from  it  for  a  time.  It  is  not  of  much  importance 
whether  you  see  Harrison  or  not,  as  there  is  no  like¬ 
lihood  that  we  can  do  anything  in  the  way  of  employing 
him  soon — but  he  seemed  a  very  frank  and  com¬ 
municative  sort  of  person,  well  versed  in  all  the  business 
as  carried  on  in  London,  and  if  you  had  an  evening 
of  him  [you]  might  get  some  information.  I  wish 
particularly  you  could  inform  yourself  as  to  the  mode 
of  pressing  and  drying  followed  up  in  London,  say  by 
Bradbury  &  Evans  and  such  folks,  and  whether  they 
use  hot  plates,  as  the  work  done  here  is  not  at  all  what 
I  could  wish  yet,  though  much  improved.  Mr. 
McKerrow  has  been  off  for  some  time  and  we  have 
arranged  for  another  man  to  come  in  his  place  on 
Monday. 

Father  got  home  on  Thursday  afternoon  in  good 
health,  having  had  to  return  via  Aberdeen.  We  are 
in  treaty  about  a  house  in  Richmond  Street,  corner  of 
Montrose  Street  north  side,  a  capital  house;  it  will  be 
settled  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  whether  we  purchase 
or  no.  This  will  be  a  conveniently  middle  distance 
between  the  office  and  Warehouse,  and  the  outlook 
is  rather  cheerful  than  otherwise,  as  from  the  public 
rooms  we  see  past  George  Street  down  Montrose 
Street.  We  would  have  preferred  a  house  to  take, 
but  there  is  nothing  of  the  kind  to  be  had  here  suitable. 
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In  my  next,  which  will  be  to  London,  you  will  learn 
about  this.  Nothing  of  consequence  has  occurred  at 
the  office  this  week,  all  moving  on  in  a  jog-trot  way. 
Part  I  of  Lexicon  finished,  copies  will  be  sent  to 
Edinr.  course  of  next  week.  In  the  Warehouse  we 
have  been  rather  busy  this  last  eight  days;  have  now 
got  all  the  portions  of  F.  W.  from  the  contributors 
save  about  20,  and  from  half  of  these  have  promises 
for  this  month,  so  that  this  draws  to  a  conclusion. 
Wrankmore’s  engravings  to  which  you  refer  are  very 
fair.  We  shall  keep  your  suggestion  in  mind.  I  have 
had  a  close  day  to-day  at  the  Bible  comparing  many 
refer  [ences]  of  those  chapters  that  were  not  gone  over 
in  Brown,*  and  we  have  now  set  fairly  agoing  by  casting 
some  pages — ^the  foundry  man  is  unwell  and  Robin 
Duff  is  in  his  place  pro  tern. 

We  have  had  no  house-heating  yet  either  office  or 
home,  so  this  awaits  you.  James  Johnston  was  with 
us  to-night  at  tea  and  supper  in  an  easy  way.  Sir  Eben 
keeps  better  but  is  still  unwell.  James  was  to  have 
taken  Frost  &  Company  out  to  Australia  along  with 
other  convicts,  but  by  some  mistake  at  the  Admiralty 
the  appointment  has  been  addressed  to  a  wrong 
party,  so  he  must  wait  a  little  longer.  Andw,  Ewing 
has  had  on  another  blister,  and  though  not  very  bad 
the  Dr.  has  suggested  a  change  of  climate,  so  he  goes 
off  to  Jamaica  on  the  20th  of  this  month  or  thereby — 
from  whence  I  trust  he  will  return  quite  restored  to 
health.  They  are  otherwise  well.  Mother  has  been 
pretty  well  this  week,  as  is  Miss  Lusk.  Aunt  Janet 
is  much  the  same  as  she  was.  Mr.  Kemp  is  with 

*  Brown’s  Self-Interpreting  Bible  (1836). 
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US  just  now.  The  model  *  is  erected  in  the  Warehouse 
and  a  letter  has  been  issued  to  the  leading  parties  in 
town  explaining  matters.  This  has  called  forth  a  letter 
from  McLellan  which  we  have  not  yet  seen;  however 
this  is  all  that  was  wanted,  to  create  inquiry  and  then 
let  the  thing  stand  on  its  own  legs.  Weather  here 
rather  good  this  week,  but  last  night  blew  a  perfect 
hurricane.  The  chimney  of  Tod’s  mill  is  blown  down, 
and  two  or  three  parties  have  been  killed  by  the  fall 
of  cans  and  the  before-mentioned  accident,  besides  a 
number  hurt. 

I  mind  nothing  else  at  present;  if  anything  occurs 
I  shall  add  it  to-morrow  before  closing.  Meantime 
with  best  wishes  from  all 

I  remain 

Your  affect,  brother, 

Jno.  Blackie,  Junr. 


Mr.  W.  G.  Blackie. 


*  Kemp’s  model  of  the  Cathedral.  See  Appendix,  Note  8. 
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H6tel  de  Bavi^re, 

Leipzig,  1 6th  February,  1840. 

Dear  John, 

Your  welcome  letter  of  the  i  curt,  arrived 
here  on  the  loth,  and  I  was  sorry  to  learn  that  Mother 
had  been  again  poorly.  I  hope  that  by  this  time  she 
shall  have  recovered  her  usual  health.  The  weather 
here  has  been  beautiful  for  some  time  past— if  it  has 
been  similar  weather  at  home  I  have  no  doubt  but  it 
would  contribute  much  to  her  improvement.  I  would 
have  sent  this  letter  on  the  usual  day  (Wednesday), 
but  as  it  will  be  my  last  from  this  place  I  deferred  for 
a  day  or  two.  I  have  not  yet  received  an  answer  from 
Jena,  but  expect  one  to-day  or  to-morrow.*  In  my 
last  letter  I  stated  that  I  should  leave  this  on  Wednes¬ 
day  the  19th — this  I  find  will  be  impossible  or  at  least 
very  inconvenient.  I  have  therefore  deferred  my 
departure  till  Saturday  22nd  curt.,  by  which  means 
I  expect  to  reach  London  Friday  forenoon  28th  curt. 

Things  have  been  moving  on  here  smoothly  enough, 
only  we  had  another  fire  on  Sunday  evening  last, 
about  4  or  5  houses  from  the  hotel.  They  however 
managed  to  extinguish  it  after  it  had  burned  out  the 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  12. 
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top  stories  of  a  whole  court.  There  is  to  be  a  grand 
Mask  Ball  here  on  Tuesday  evening  at  which  about 
1200  persons  are  expected  to  be  present.  There  are 
nine  of  us  here  who  have  resolved  to  play  characters 
from  Pickwick.  I  am  to  be  the  old  gentleman  himself; 
Wrankmore,  Sam  Weller;  then  we  have  Winkle, 
Tupman,  Snodgrass,  Fat  Boy,  Jingle,  Job  Trotter, 
and  Old  Weller,  this  last  to  be  performed  by  the  only 
German  of  the  company,  all  the  rest  being  English¬ 
men  or  Americans.  Young  Appleton  performs  Job 
Trotter.  We  have  all  received  tickets  from  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Direction  gratis.  My  dress  and  equipments 
will  cost  about  85. 

I  gave  a  Supper  yesterday  evening  to  8  of  my 
acquaintances — it  was  almost  a  par  necessite  dispen¬ 
sation. 

I  have  been  ordering  some  books  which  will  be 
sent  through  Black  &  Armstrong  to  Warwick  Square. 
Among  them  is  a  Booksellers’  Advertiser  similar  to 
Bent,  but  I  believe  much  more  complete,  also  two 
Reviews  and  a  Religious  Periodical — the  whole  affair 
will  cost  very  little  in  the  course  of  a  year,  so  that  if 
any  of  the  Periodicals  do  not  suit  we  can  discontinue 
them  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  loss  won’t  be 
great.  I  received  an  invitation  to  dinner  from  Brock- 
haus,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  last  as  expected,  but  I 
could  not  accept  as  I  was  p'^eviously  engaged.  I  shall 
however  probably  see  him  again  ere  I  depart. 

I  am  not  in  a  mood  for  writing  to-day  and  can 
hardly  find  anything  to  say.  According  to  my  plan 
this  will  be  my  last  letter  from  Leipzig  unless  some¬ 
thing  particular  occurs.  You  may  expect  a  letter  from 
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me  from  London  on  the  ist  of  March  if  all  is  well. 

I  suppose  Father  will  be  home  by  this  time  and 
quite  busy  arguing  on  the  subject  of  non-intrusion — 
it  must  be  creating  a  great  commotion.  Remember 
me  to  Father,  Mother,  Bob,  and  Miss  Lusk,  and  also 
to  the  Misses  Macindoe  if  they  are  still  with  you. 
I  shall  finish  my  letter  after  dinner  before  I  take  it  to 
the  post. 

Sunday,  $  p.m. 

I  expected  to  have  had  an  answer  from  Jena  to-day, 
but  it  is  not  yet  arrived.  I  have  nothing  particular 
further  to  communicate.  My  respects  to  all  our  friends 
and  I  hope  to  be  with  you  the  3rd  or  4th  March — at 
least  in  time  for  Bob’s  birthday.  Tell  him  we  must 
have  Pies  and  the  Consequences  on  that  evening,  and 
that  he  must  make  a  speech  at  least  a  yard  long. 

I  remain 

Your  affectionate  brother, 

W.  G.  Blackie. 


John  Blackie,  June.,  Esq., 

Glasgow. 

This  letter  was  too  late  last  night.  Your  letter  has 
arrived  to-day  all  well.  17  Feby. — W.  G.  B. 
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W,  G.  Blackie  to  John  Blackie,  Senr. 


21  Warwick  Square, 
London,  ist  March,  1840. 

Dear  Father, 

I  arrived  here  this  morning  by  the  Dover 
Mail  at  7^  a.m.  and  found  Mr.  M.  and  family  all  well. 
I  have  received  John’s  letter  of  22nd  ult.  and  am 
sorry  to  learn  therefrom  that  Mother  has  had  another 
attack.  I  hope  however  it  will  soon  be  over  and  that 
she  shall  have  a  speedy  recovery.  You  are  doubtless 
by  this  time  aware  why  my  last  letter  was  so  long  of 
coming  to  hand,  so  I  need  say  nothing  more  about  it. 

I  had  taken  a  seat  for  Hamburg,  as  I  mentioned  in 
my  last  letter,  intending  to  start  on  the  22nd.  I  was 
already  on  the  road  to  the  coach  and  my  luggage  was 
already  there  when  I  was  induced  to  change  my 
route.  The  frost  had  commenced  so  severe  that  the 
Elbe  was  already  unnavigable,  so  that  had  I  gone  over 
Hamburg — I  should  have  had  first  to  undergo  the 
journey  in  a  common  carriage  from  Hamburg  to 
Cuxhaven,  a  distance  of  80  miles,  where  there  is  no 
regular  road  and  occupying  a  time  of  two  days,  so 
that  I  could  not  have  been  here  before  to-morrow  or 
Tuesday.  I  therefore  agreed  to  lose  the  55.  I  had 
paid  and  take  my  place  for  Sabbath  evening  over 
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Frankfurt,  where  I  arrived  Tuesday  forenoon.  As 
the  Rhine  was  also  impeded  with  ice  I  set  out  next 
morning  at  6  per  coach  for  Coblentz,  where  I  arrived 
at  p.m.  At  9  started  again  for  Koln  in  a  rascally 
additional  coach  which  we  had  to  change  at  every 
station.  Arrived  in  Koln  or  Cologne  at  5  a.m.  and  at 
started  again  for  Aix-la-Chapelle,  where  I  arrived 
at  2  p.m. — had  dinner  and  wandered  about  till  coach 
time.  At  10  p.m.  started  again  for  Liege,  where  we 
arrived  at  4^,  waited  in  the  Passengers’  Room  and 
had  some  coffee  till  7,  when  we  started  again  per 
railway  for  Ghent,  where  we  arrived  about  2  p.m., 
had  dinner,  and  at  5  p.m.  set  out  for  Ostende,  slept 
there  all  night  and  at  8  a.m.  sailed  for  Dover,  arrived 
about  four  p.m.  and  at  9^  p.m.  set  off  per  mail  for 
London,  where  I  arrived  this  morning  at  7I  a.m. 
I  have  thus  been  travelling  almost  incessantly  since 
last  Sabbath  at  4  p.m.,  since  which  time  I  have  slept 
twice  in  bed  and  5  times  in  the  coach.  I  am  however 
to-day  quite  fresh  and  have  been  this  forenoon  to 
Regent’s  Square  and  heard  a  sermon  from  Mr. 
Buchanan  of  the  Tron,  Glasgow. 

I  shall  attend  as  far  as  possible  to  the  contents  of 
John’s  letter,  but  cannot  see  that  it  would  serve  the 
smallest  purpose  for  me  to  stop  at  Birmingham.  I 
shall  write  again  to-morrow  to  let  you  know  when 
I  shall  be  home — I  think  most  likely  with  the  steamer 
of  Wednesday  if  there  is  one.  I  received  my  Degree 
from  Jena  just  a  day  or  two  before  I  left  Leipzig,  so 
that  I  am  now  Doctor  of  Philosophy.*  I  had  a  company 
of  a  dozen  or  15  to  see  me  off  on  the  coach.  Our 

*  See  Appendix,  Note  iz. 

168 


LETTERS 


1st  March,  1840 


performance  of  Pickwick  told  amazingly,  it  was  the 
whole  town  talk,  we  got  rounds  upon  rounds  of 
applause — in  fact  we  were  the  principal  objects  of 
attraction  both  evenings.  I  shall  tell  you  more  of  it 
when  I  get  home. 

I  shall  visit  Dr.  Marshall  this  evening.  Remember 
me  to  Mother,  John,  Robert,  and  Miss  Macindoe, 
and  in  the  hope  of  meeting  you  all  well  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days, 

I  remain 


Your  affectionate  son, 

W.  G.  Blackie, 
Dr.  Ph. 

John  Blackie,  Senr.,  Esq., 

Glasgow. 

N.B. — I  brought  over  the  mail  bags  from  Leipzig 
in  my  coat  pocket ! ! ! 
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Note  I.  John  Blackie  (Father  of  John  Blackie,  Senr.) 

In  John  Tait’s  “  Directory  for  the  City  of  Glasgow, 
villages  of  Anderston,  Calton  and  Gorbals  .  .  .  From  the 
15th  May  1783  to  the  15th  May  1784  ”  there  is  an  entry 
“  Irvine  &  Blackie,  tobacconists,  Saltmarket  I  expect 
that  this  Blackie  is  my  great-grandfather,  whose  business, 
I  have  always  understood,  was  in  the  Saltmarket.  There  are, 
in  the  Directory,  many  entries  of  tobacconists,  the  common 
description  at  that  time  of  all  classes  of  businesses  that  had 
to  do  with  tobacco  whether  in  manufacturing  or  selling. 
There  are  no  separate  entries  of  tobacco  spinners  or  manu¬ 
facturers. 

This  John  Blackie  (my  great-grandfather)  was  born  in 
1762.  His  father,  also  John  Blackie,  was  the  son  of  William 
Blackie  and  Margaret  McAlpine,  who  flourished  in  Hadding¬ 
ton  in  the  early  years  of  the  eighteenth  century.  They  had 
another  son,  William,  who  became  a  paper-maker.  William 
was  the  father  of  the  Rev.  William  Blackie  (or  Blaikie — 
the  name  is  spelled  sometimes  Blaikie  and  sometimes 
Blackie),  Minister  of  Yetholm  (bom  1750,  died  1828), 
well  knovm  in  his  day  as  a  bibliophile,  and  reputed  a  man 
of  scholarly  attainments. 

Note  2.  The  Newcastle  Branch 

My  great-grandfather  married  a  second  time  in  Newcastle 
and  had  a  considerable  family,  all  a  good  deal  younger  than 
my  grandfather  and  his  full  sister  whom  we  knew  as  “  Aunt 
Moxon  ”  (my  father’s  aunt,  our  grandaunt).  She  had 
married  a  Yorkshireman,  and  the  Johnny  or  John  Moxon 
referred  to  in  the  letters  is  her  son.  One  of  the  Newcastle 
half-brothers  of  my  grandfather  went  to  sea  and  commanded 
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a  ship  in  the  East  Indies.  My  father  often  narrated  how 
this  half-uncle  of  his  rammed  and  sank  a  Malay  pirate  who 
had  well-nigh  captured  his  ship.  It  is  essentially  the  same 
story  as  that  told  of  Captain  Dodd  by  Charles  Reade  in 
Hard  Cash.  The  sea-captain  ultimately  settled  in  New 
Zealand  with  his  family  and  took  up  farming,  naming  his 
farm  “  Glasgow  Farm  With  this  New  Zealand  branch 
friendly  relationships  have  persisted  till  now. 


Note  3.  John  Blackie,  Senr.,  and  his  Sons 

In  a  most  interesting  pamphlet  by  the  late  Mr.  Andrew 
Aird,  of  Aird  &  Coghill,  published  in  1890,  entitled  “  Rem¬ 
iniscences  of  Editors,  Reporters,  and  Printers,  During  the 
Last  Sixty  Years  ”,  Mr.  Aird  writes  as  follows: 

”  Mr.  Blackie,  Senr.  was  ever  industrious  and  honourable 
in  all  his  affairs.  He  took  a  good  share  in  developing  the 
social,  intellectual,  moral,  and  spiritual  condition  of  Glasgow. 
As  years  rolled  on  he  gradually  retired  from  business  life, 
as  well  as  matters  outside  of  it.  Happily  his  mantle  fell  on 
his  sons,  John  and  Walter.*  Although  most  assiduous  to 
their  numerous  duties  in  Villafield,  they  too  were  able  to 
devote  some  time  to  various  schemes  for  the  welfare  of  the 
citizens.  Mr.  John  Blackie,  Junr.  became  one  of  our  Lord 
Provosts,  and  it  was  mainly  through  his  official  influence 
that  we  got  the  City  Improvement  Act  (1866)  passed.  .  .  . 
In  religious  work  he  took  an  active  interest.  I  recollect  of 
him  being  present  at  the  opening  of  Watson  Street  Evange¬ 
listic  Hall.  The  chill  he  got  on  that  occasion,  in  a  few  days 
ended  his  useful  life.  At  a  recent  date  his  much-respected 
brother.  Dr.  Walter  G.  Blackie,  was  chosen  to  the  honour¬ 
able  office  of  Lord  Dean  of  Guild,  and  is  now  Principal  of 
the  new  St.  Mungo  College.” 


Note  4.  Robert  Blackie 

Robert  Blackie  began  early  to  visit  the  chief  art  collections 
of  the  Continent  and  of  Great  Britain,  and  continued  through 

*  Mr.  Aird  has  omitted  the  name  of  Robert,  who  shared  the 
mantle  with  his  brothers. 
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all  his  long  life  to  study  Art  and  Architecture  in  the  course  of 
many  journeys  abroad.  His  daughter,  Mrs.  William  George 
Black  (nee  Anna  Robertson  Blackie),  in  a  sketch  of  her 
father’s  career  says;  “  To  Mr.  Blackie  the  visits  to  noted 
art  collections  were  no  mere  casual  walks  round  a  gallery; 
he  really  studied  what  was  before  him,  and  what  he  saw 
he  made  his  own.  He  knew  in  what  galleries  were  found 
the  best  specimens  of  individual  old  masters;  and  of  modern 
paintings  his  careful  examination  of  the  great  annual  exhi¬ 
bitions  gave  him  an  intimate  and  accurate  acquaintance.” 


Note  5.  The  “  Lexicon  ” 

The  Lexicon  frequently  referred  to  in  the  letters  is  the 
Greek-English  Lexicon  by  George  Dunbar,  A.M.,  F.R.S.E., 
Professor  of  Greek  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  It  was 
printed  by  W.  G.  Blackie  &  Co.  in  1839,  1840,  and  published 
by  Maclachlan,  Stewart  &  Co.,  Edinburgh,  in  1840.  It  thus 
preceded  Liddell  &  Scott  (1843)  by  three  years.  It  is  a 
considerable  work,  extending  to  1618  pages.  A  copy  of  the 
1840  edition  has  been  in  use  in  the  Reading  Room  of  the 
Villafield  Press  (Blackie  &  Son  Ltd.)  since  the  year  of  pub¬ 
lication,  i.e.  for  92  years.  It  has  proved  to  be  an  entirely 
satisfactory  and  reliable  Greek  dictionary  It  is  still  in  use. 


Note  6.  Printing  Machines 

The  “  machine  ”  referred  to  was  one  of  the  first  two 
introduced  into  Villafield,  marking  the  beginning  of  the 
change-over  from  handpresses  to  power  machines.  The 
repeated  references  in  the  letters  to  the  breaking  down 
of  the  machines  show  that  they  were  still  imperfect  in 
design  and  construction,  and  so  troublesome  that  John 
Blackie,  Senr.,  in  his  letter  of  29th  October,  1839,  contem¬ 
plates  having  no  more  machines.  They  were  in  hospital 
fully  half  their  time,  as  made  clear  in  the  letters.  Nevertheless 
the  machines  triumphed  and  gradually  displaced  hand- 
presses.  The  last  handpress  in  Villafield,  used  very  occasion¬ 
ally  for  proofing,  was  sold  during  the  Great  War  for  scrap 
iron  to  help  munitions. 
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Note  7.  The  Rev.  Alexander  Duff 

The  Rev.  Alexander  Duff,  the  first  Church  of  Scotland 
missionary  to  India.  He  went  to  India  in  1829  and  returned 
finally  in  1863,  owing  to  his  health.  In  the  34  years  of  his 
service  in  India  he  was  instrumental  in  initiating  systematic 
education  for  Indians.  The  foundation  of  Calcutta  Univer¬ 
sity  was  mainly  due  to  him.  He  was  doubtless  home  on 
furlough  in  1839,  when  the  sermon  “  to  about  3000  people 
in  Albany  Church  ”,  as  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  i6th 
October,  1839,  was  preached. 

Note  8.  Kemp  and  the  Cathedral 

The  allusion  is  to  George  Meikle  Kemp,  the  architect 
who  designed  Scott’s  Monument,  Edinburgh,  and  the  part 
he  took  in  the  movement  to  renovate  the  Cathedral.  See 
also  letters,  Robert  Blackie,  6th  Nov.,  1839,  W.  G.  Blackie, 
i6th  Nov.,  1839,  and  John  Blackie,  Junr.,  8th  Feb.,  1840. 

The  Cathedral  had  fallen  into  terrible  disrepair,  and  a 
movement  to  have  it  entirely  renovated  was  initiated  and 
pressed  upon  the  community  by  Mr.  Archibald  McLellan, 
the  same  who  afterwards  (1863)  bequeathed  his  gallery  of 
paintings  to  the  city  of  Glasgow,  thus  forming  the  nucleus 
of  the  collection  now  in  the  Municipal  Art  Galleries.  His 
name  is  commemorated  in  the  “  Maclellan  Galleries  ”,  the 
building  in  Sauchiehall  Street,  Glasgow,  where  the  collec¬ 
tion  was  formerly  housed.  Mr.  McLellan  put  forward  the 
project  of  repairing  and  completing  the  Cathedral.  This 
led  Kemp  to  prepare  a  design  from  drawings  of  the  Cathedral 
which  he  had  previously  made  for  Blackie  &  Son,  probably 
in  connexion  with  an  architectural  publication.  With  these 
drawings  as  a  basis  he  constructed,  in  the  years  1837,  38, 
39,  a  model  of  the  Cathedral  showing  the  effect  of  adding 
two  towers  on  the  western  frontage.  The  illustration  at 
page  63  is  from  a  lithograph  of  the  west  frontage  after 
Kemp’s  model.  It  has  lain  all  these  years  in  the  archives 
of  the  Company.  The  model  was  exhibited  in  Glasgow, 
but  failed  to  secure  the  approval  of  the  Magistrates,  largely 
owing  to  the  expense  that  would  have  been  involved,  and, 
in  the  end,  the  Magistrates  contented  themselves  with 
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demolishing  the  old  Consistory  House  and  Tower.  A  view 
of  the  Cathedral  before  this  demolition  (from  Macgeorge’s 
Old  Glasgow)  is  here  given. 

The  condition  of  the  Cathedral  at  the  time  is  described 
by  the  late  Dr.  John  Oswald  Mitchell  in  Old  Glasgow  Essays 
as  follows: 

“  It  is  hard  to  realize  in  what  state  McLellan  found  the 
place,  inside  and  out.  The  swollen  graveyard  blocked  the 
south  windows  of  Blackadder’s  Aisle  and  the  great  western 
door  and  the  south  door,  and  the  way  into  the  Cathedral 
was  through  a  window  near  Blackadder’s  Aisle.  The  great 
tower  and  the  North  Transept  and  the  ‘  Lady  Chapel  ’ 
and  the  Dripping  Aisle  and  Blackadder’s  Aisle  threatened 
to  fall  in  ruins.  The  Crypt  had  been  shamefully  mutilated. 

.  .  The  Church  above  was  scarce  better  served.  The  roof 
leaked,  the  walls  were  green  with  mould.  .  .  .” 

Further  details  of  the  dilapidations  are  given  by  Dr. 
Mitchell,  but  the  above  will  serve  to  show  that  something 
had  to  be  done.  It  is  curious  that  the  demolishing  of  an 
ancient  feature  should  have  been  the  outcome  of  Mr.  McLel¬ 
lan ’s  agitation  to  repair  and  complete  the  building. 


Note  g.  Suspension  of  Ministers 

The  references,  in  letter  of  14th  Dec.,  1839,  and  in  some 
subsequent  letters  of  John  Blackie,  Senr.,  to  the  troubles  in 
the  Kirk  are  interesting  as  contemporary  records  of  and  re¬ 
flections  on  the  circumstances  that  led  up  to  the  Disruption 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland  in  1843,  when  over  400  ministers 
gave  up  their  livings  rather  than  submit  to  what  they 
esteemed  to  be  unwarrantable  encroachment  of  the  State 
upon  the  spiritual  domain  of  the  Church. 


Note  10.  James  Hogg 

In  1833  Blackie  &  Son  made  arrangements  with  James 
Hogg,  the  Ettrick  Shepherd,  to  take  up  his  complete  works 
for  publication.  The  issue  of  the  Tales  was  begun  in  1836 
and  of  the  Poems  in  1838.  The  reference  in  the  letter  (W. 
G.  B.,  i6th  Dec.,  1839),  “  ...  it  will  allow  Hogg  to  get 
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out  of  the  way  and  Burns  to  have  free  sea-way  ”,  indicates 
the  the  issue  of  the  Poems  (five  volumes)  was  drawing  to¬ 
wards  completion  and  was  expected  to  be  out  of  the  way  by 
the  time  Christopher  North’s  Burns  essay  (see  note,  p.  92) 
to  complete  The  Land  of  Burns  would  be  delivered  by  the 
professor,  who,  it  may  be  stated,  was  much  behind  time. 

The  circumstances  of  the  taking  up  of  Hogg’s  works  by 
Blackie  &  Son,  in  1833,  are  not  without  interest.  In  the 
previous  year  Hogg  had  made  an  expedition  to  London  with 
a  view  to  arranging  for  the  publication  of  a  cheap  edition  of 
his  works.  He  was  cordially  received  in  London  and  was, 
indeed,  the  lion  of  the  season.  The  incident  is  touched  upon 
in  a  note  in  Scott’s  Journal.  There  are  frequent  references 
to  Hogg  in  the  Journal,  the  last  being  in  the  entry  of  i8th 
March,  1831,  to  which  Lockhart  adds  a  passage  from  a 
letter  of  Scott’s  from  Naples  dated  23rd  March,  1832. 
Alluding  to  Hogg’s  good  reception  in  London  Scott  says. 
“  I  am  glad  Hogg  has  succeeded  so  well.  I  hope  he  will 
make  hay  while  the  sun  shines;  but  he  must  be  aware  that 
the  Lion  of  this  season  always  becomes  the  Boar  of  the 
next.  ...  I  will  subscribe  the  proper  sum,  i.e.  what  you 
think  right,  for  Hogg,  by  all  means,  and  I  pray  God  keep 
farms,  and  other  absurd  temptations  likely  to  beset  him, 
out  of  his  way.  He  has  another  chance  of  comfort  if  he  will 
use  sense  with  his  very  considerable  genius.” 

The  “  comfort  ”  which  Scott  hoped  would  now  come  to 
Hogg  did  not  eventuate  from  the  scheme  of  the  London 
cheap  issue  of  his  works,  which,  indeed,  broke  down,  but 
it  came  to  Hogg  soon  thereafter  from  a  visit  paid  him  at 
his  home,  Altrive  on  the  Yarrow,  by  John  Blackie,  Junr., 
who  made  satisfactory  proposals  for  the  publishing  of  his 
complete  works  by  Blackie  &  Son,  as  above  referred  to. 


Note  II.  Dr.  Alexander  Adam 

Dr.  Alexander  Adam  (1741-1809),  Rector  of  the  High 
School,  Edinburgh,  was  Sir  Walter  Scott’s  teacher,  and  is 
referred  to  by  Scott  in  his  Autobiography,  in  Lockhart’s  Life, 
as  ”  Dr.  Adam  to  whom  I  owed  so  much  ”.  Again,  in  his 
letter  to  Mrs.  Thomas  Scott,  27th  December,  1809,  Scott 
tells  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Adam;  “  He  was  light-headed  and 
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continued  to  speak  as  in  the  class  until  the  very  last,  when, 
having  been  silent  for  many  hours,  he  said,  ‘  That  Horace 
WM  very  well  said;  you  did  not  do  it  so  well  ’,  then  added 
faintly,  ‘  But  it  grows  dark,  very  dark,  the  boys  may  dis¬ 
miss  ’,  and  with  these  words  he  expired.” 

The  work  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  John  Blackie,  Junr. 
(ist  February,  1840),  is  Dr.  Adam’s  Rudiments  of  Latin  and 
English  Grammar  (1772),  for  long  widely  used  as  a  textbook 
in  Scotland  and  apparently  in  use  also  in  the  United  States. 
Of  the  reprint  edited  by  Dr.  Boyd,  Adam’s  successor  as 
Rector  of  the  High  School,  I  have  no  information.  Dr. 
Boyd  had  previously  edited  an  edition  of  Adam’s  Roman 
Antiquities,  published  by  Blackie  &  Son,  in  1833. 


Note  12.  Jena  Degree 

My  father  having  mentioned  to  his  tutor  that  he  had 
attended  all  the  classes  in  the  University  of  Glasgow  re¬ 
quired  for  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  the  tutor  suggested 
that  he  should  try  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy 
while  in  Leipzig.  Having  ascertained  the  conditions  im¬ 
posed  on  candidates  for  this  degree  by  the  University  of 
Jena,  steps  were  taken  to  comply  with  them.  Evidence  of 
curriculum  of  study  passed  in  Glasgow  and  of  extent  of 
reading  in  various  departments  having  been  adduced,  and 
sundry  other  specified  requirements  having  been  complied 
with,  a  certificate  of  a  degree  of  Doctor  in  Philosophy  was 
issued  to  him,  dated  13th  February,  1840.  My  father  was  a 
good  classical  scholar,  well  read  in  Greek  and  Latin  literature. 

“  Second  Sight  ”  seems  an  odd  sort  of  subject  to  have 
chosen  for  a  Latin  thesis.  Probably  he  was  interested  at 
the  time  in  the  supposed  manifestations  of  the  power  of 
second  sight  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  and  elsewhere. 
I  have  never  seen  the  thesis. 


Note  13.  Robert  Lochore 
(Father-in-law  of  William  Brodie) 

Robert  Lochore  (1762-1852)  was  a  poet.  Some  of  his 
verse  is  still  preserved  in  anthologies.  His  wife,  Isobel 
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Browning  (my  sLg 

Armour,  Robert  Burns’s  wife,  ,, edition, 

^onnlr  of  l  subject. 

Bums  commentators  say,  “  ^he  heroine  if  s  ^  ^ve’r 

“"william  Brodie  (.789-.880),  ^  ”“'"3™™“'!' 

Lcakes  until  they  had  finished  all  the  butter  m  the  keg, 
after  which  they  wanted  no  more  oatcakes. 
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